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State Inventory No. 70-01039
New
Supplemental
Part of a district with known boundaries (enter inventory no.) 70-01005
Relationship:
Contributing
Noncontributing
Contributes to a potential district with yet unknown boundaries
National Register Status: (any that apply)
Listed
De-listed
NHL
DOE
Review & Compliance No.
Non-Extant (enter year)

1. Name of Property
historic name

Swan - Beach House

other names/site number

Field Site #: WH-105

2. Location
street & number

800 West Third Street

city or town Muscatine
Legal Description: (If Rural) Township Name

Township No.

vicinity, county
Muscatine
Range No. Section Quarter of Quarter

Block(s)
41
Lot(s) N80’Lot 6 & E20’N80’Lot 7
(If Urban) Subdivision Original Town
3. State/Federal Agency Certification [Skip this Section]
4. National Park Service Certification [Skip this Section]
5. Classification
Category of Property (Check only one box) Number of Resources within Property
building(s)
If Non-Eligible Property
If Eligible Property, enter number of:
district
Enter number of:
Contributing
Noncontributing
site
buildings
1
buildings
structure
sites
sites
object
structures
structures
objects
objects
Total
1
Total
Name of related project report or multiple property study (Enter “N/A” if the property is not part of a multiple property examination).
Title

Historical Architectural Data Base Number

A Historical and Architectural Survey of the “West Hill” neighborhood, Muscatine, Iowa

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
01A01: Domestic / Single residence

70-016

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
01A01: Domestic / Single residence

7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

05D: Late Victorian / Queen Anne

foundation

03: brick

walls

03: brick, 02 : Wood

roof

08A: Asphalt / Shingle

other
Narrative Description ( SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED)
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” representing your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria)
Yes
No
More Research Recommended
A
Property is associated with significant events.
Yes
No
More Research Recommended
B
Property is associated with the lives of significant persons.
Yes
No
More Research Recommended
C
Property has distinctive architectural characteristics.
Yes
No
More Research Recommended
D
Property yields significant information in archaeology or history.

County
City

Muscatine
Muscatine

Address

800 West Third Street

Site Number
District Number

70-01039
70-01005

Criteria Considerations
A Owned by a religious institution or used
for religious purposes.
B Removed from its original location.
C A birthplace or grave.
D A cemetery

E A reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F A commemorative property.
G Less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past
50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

Significant Dates
Construction date

31: Other – neighborhood development

1898

check if circa or estimated date

Other dates

Significant Person

Architect/Builder

(Complete if National Register Criterion B is marked above)

Architect

Fred Beach
Builder

SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED)
Narrative Statement of Significance (
9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
See continuation sheet for citations of the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form
10. Geographic Data
UTM References (OPTIONAL)
Zone
Easting

Northing

1
3

Zone

Easting

Northing

2
4
See continuation sheet for additional UTM references or comments

11. Form Prepared By
name/title

Maryrose and John Peterschmidt (Member and Volunteer)

(R.L. McCarley, consultant)

organization Muscatine Historic Preservation Commission

date

street & number

telephone

city or town

215 Sycamore

Muscatine

state

August 30, 2005

IA

563-264-1550
zip code

52761

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION (Submit the following items with the completed form)
FOR ALL PROPERTIES
1.
2.
3.

Map: showing the property’s location in a town/city or township.
Site plan: showing position of buildings and structures on the site in relation to public road(s).
Photographs: representative black and white photos. If the photos are taken as part of a survey for which the Society is to be
curator of the negatives or color slides, a photo/catalog sheet needs to be included with the negatives/slides and the following
needs to be provided below on this particular inventory site:
Roll/slide sheet #
Frame/slot #
Date Taken
Roll/slide sheet #
Frame/slot #
Date Taken
Frame/slot #
Date Taken
Roll/slide sheet #
See continuation sheet or attached photo & slide catalog sheet for list of photo roll or slide entries.
Photos/illustrations without negatives are also in this site inventory file.

FOR CERTAIN KINDS OF PROPERTIES, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING AS WELL
1.
2.

Farmstead & District: (List of structures and buildings, known or estimated year built, and contributing or non-contributing status)
Barn:
a. A sketch of the frame/truss configuration in the form of drawing a typical middle bent of the barn.
b. A photograph of the loft showing the frame configuration along one side.
c. A sketch floor plan of the interior space arrangements along with the barn’s exterior dimensions in feet.

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line
Concur with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility:
Yes
No
This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district.

More Research Recommended

Comments:
Evaluated by (name/title):

Date:
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7. Narrative Description
This is a two-story, Queen Anne brick house. The house sits on a brick foundation. The brick walls are
laid in running bond, and the gables are clad in cedar clapboard siding. The roof is clad in asphalt
shingles. The house is set on the corner of W. Third and Cherry streets, with a prominent elevation
facing both streets. Though the address is along W. Third Street, architecturally the “front” faces Cherry
Street to the east (Muscatine, Iowa: The Pearl City. 1914, 27). The combination roof was constructed
with a large gable in the east-west direction, creating a usable third floor space, and an intersecting hip
roof in the north-south direction. The asymmetrical plan creates several small walls and corners with
architectural features. The bricks used in the construction of this house are of two kinds. The arched wall
on the north façade and the turret are clad with a sculpted face, hardened brick, whereas the remainder
of the house body is a softer, smooth face brick. All windows in the original brick façade of this house are
capped with a brick jack arch and have projecting brick sills. With a few exceptions, all windows are
wood sash and original to the house.
The east, or Cherry Street elevation of the house, reveals a three-story, four-sided turret on the left, or
southeast corner of the house. Four large, one-over-one-light, double-hung windows are found on each
story of the turret. Concrete steps and walk lead from the corner of the property to the chamfered
northeast corner of the house and wrap-around front porch. It extends from the side of the projecting
section on the north elevation around and across the east elevation. A single-door entry, which faces
east, is in the side of this projecting north section. The historic entry door has been replaced with a plain,
hollow core wooden door. A decorative, etched glass transom is found over the door. A one-over-onelight, double-hung window can be found above the first story entry. On the porch on the first story of the
chamfered corner is found a large, single pane, fixed window. The wrap around porch on the first story is
screened in on the east elevation. Historically, the wrap around porch roof was supported with
decorative, turned wooden posts. There was also a wooden handrail around the perimeter of the porch.
(“OG-266,” 1905. Grossheim Photograph) Currently, the porch roof is supported with ornamental,
wrought iron posts and has a wrought iron handrail around the porch perimeter and down the nine steps
to the sidewalk at street level. It has a single-door entry to the house and a single-door screened entry to
the open porch to the north. The single-door entry to the house from the screened in porch is an
eighteen-light glass door. The second story has a window above the porch and in the chamfered
northeast corner. Both also have one-over-one-light, double-hung sashes and jack arch lintels. A large
gable tops the east elevation, extending over the chamfered northeast corner. A large, continuous cove
molding with face board caps the brick and forms a base for four inch cedar lapped siding, which
continues to the roof peak. Under the gable roof peak, at the third-story level, are three narrow, one-overone-light, double-hung windows. They are mounted together, with a taller window in the center, flanked
by shorter ones, reflecting a pseudo-Palladian window form. Decorative brackets support the corner of
the gable eave overhanging the chamfered corner.
The north elevation, facing Third Street, consists of side of the wrap-around porch, a projected section
with a hip roof, and the remainder of the elevation toward the “rear” of the house that bows slightly out.
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The porch wraps around the corner of the projected hip-roof north section. To the west of the porch on
the first story is found a 2’ x 4’ fixed pane, stained glass window on the projected section. The windows
all have brick jack arch lintels and brick sills. A single, one-over-one-light, double-hung window can be
found on the west side of the projected section in the short three-foot wide wall. The house then was built
in a gentle arch, bowing out to the north about two feet for the remainder of the elevation. The arched
section of wall contains five narrow, one-over-one-light, double-hung windows, which are mounted
together. The second story of the north elevation shows a one-over-one-light, double-hung window
above the stained glass window in the projected section. In the arched brick wall above the five narrow
windows on the first story can be found a one-over-one-light, double-hung window. Two bricked in 2’ x 2’
spaces flank the second story window at this location. They are spaces that historically held decorative,
perhaps stained glass windows. There are five such bricked in spaces found on this house. A one-story
brick attached single car garage with a two foot high, concrete capped parapet projects beyond the west
end of this elevation. The garage door faces Third Street to the north, though the garage projects off the
“rear” west elevation of the house. According to Sanborn maps, the garage was added between 1919
and 1928, and it has slightly different brick and mortar than the house.
The south elevation of the house features a three-season enclosed porch on the west end of the first
story. It has four one-over-one-light, double-hung windows, mounted together and is clad with brick to
mimic the body of the house. East of the porch is found a small casement window, which is mounted
above a kitchen sink inside. Then there is evidence in the brick pattern that a larger window was
removed and bricked in. Then, there is a two-foot set back to the north, where a single, narrow one-overone-light, double-hung window is found. Further along the south façade is found a two and a half by four
foot bricked in space, where a decorative, perhaps stained glass, window was removed. This space is
high on the first story. At the far right on the first story the brick turret rises two stories, then is clad with
wood on the third story. The second story on the south elevation shows a brick façade, except a portion
in the center, which is cedar clapboard siding. The west end of the second story, above the three season
porch roof, is set back about six feet to the north and contains a single one-over-one-light double-hung
window. Another one-over-one-light double-hung window is found in the west facing wall. This portion of
the second story is clad with brick. Two one-over-one-light, double-hung windows are shown in the
lapped siding area. The easternmost of these windows is mounted in a short, diagonal wall.
The west (“rear”) elevation consists of the gable-end of the house and the end of the gable-roof. The first
story of the house is covered by the early garage addition, as evidenced by jack arch headers on the wall
above the garage. A single one-over-one-light, double-hung window, is located on the second story
toward the north elevation. Another small bricked-in space exists on the second story of this elevation
near the south elevation, likely a removed decorative window. Also, a single, one-over-one-light, doublehung window can be found in the gable at the third story level.
Two additions have been made to the original house, which was built in 1898. According to Sanborn
maps, the garage was added between 1919 and 1928. The garage first appears on the 1928 Sanborn
map. The garage, with two foot high parapet is seen on the first story of the west elevation, with a garage
door that faces Third Street to the north. The current size of the three-season porch is not evident on any
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Sanborn maps, which indicates that it was built after 1946. The three-season porch on the west end of
the south elevation, with a single entry and four one-over-one-light, double-hung windows, is set back
four feet from the west edge of the garage.
The house at 800 West Third Street is situated on the southwest corner of Third Street and Cherry
Street. It is constructed on a lot that is approximately three feet above street level and is accessed by
concrete steps set at a 45 degree angle at the northeast corner of the lot. The front porch and first story
level is another three feet higher. The lot on the Cherry Street side slopes down to the south. A concrete
retaining wall is located behind a concrete walk from the northeast access steps to the south property
line. A concrete retaining wall is also found along the south property line and is flush with grade at it’s
top. Also, concrete retaining walls are found in an arched shape on east and west sides of the driveway
at the west end of the property. No outbuildings are found on the property.

8. Narrative Statement of Significance
The Swan-Beach House appears to be individually eligible for the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion B for its association with Fred Beach. It does not appear to be individually eligible for the
National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A or C. Also, the Swan-Beach House appears to be a
contributing building in a potential “West Hill” neighborhood historic district.
Fred Beach began his career in 1888 at age 20 at the Hershey Lumber Company, one of the premier
lumber companies in Muscatine. Through his perseverance, hard work and intelligence, he helped his
employer prosper and himself as well. By 1902, when it reorganized as the Mira Hershey Lumber
Company to focus more on retail sales, he became an officer, and he was manager by 1910 when his
family moved into this house. In 1919, he and a partner bought out other interests, and the company
became the Beach-Stortz Lumber Company. It was one of three lumber companies remaining in
Muscatine in the 1920s, in addition to the sash and millwork plants of Huttig Brothers Manufacturing
Company and Roach & Musser Sash & Door Company. After working for the company for 40 years, he
bought out his partner in 1928, and the company reorganized again as the Beach Lumber and Supply
Company. He guided the company through the hard years of the 1930s, even expanding the company
physically as well as to offer new services. Through his efforts, this early Muscatine lumber company
continued existence through the first half of the 20th century. After he retired in 1946 at age 78, the
Beach Lumber and Supply Company remained in business until 1998, though a subsidiary continues to
operate in 2006. Thus, the Swan-Beach House appears to be individually eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places under Criterion B.
Additionally, the Swan-Beach House does appear to be a contributing building in a potential “West Hill”
neighborhood historic district. The unique qualities of this brick Queen Anne style building are in contrast
to, and yet complementary to the surrounding houses, which are Italianate, Neoclassical and Prairie
School. The integrity of its architecture and the history of its occupants enable this building to be a
contributor to the potential “West Hill” neighborhood historic district.
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In April of 1890, a locally prominent jeweler, Fitch W. Swan, purchased the property at 800 – 802 West
Third Street from William H. Hughes (Deed/Abstract Records – Book 22, page 204). At the time, a small
house was built at 802 W. 3rd St., which became Mr. Swan’s home. The property at 800 W. 3rd St. had
been an empty lot for almost twenty years. The historic Smalley Wind Mill was constructed on this site in
the 1840’s (Richman 1911: 33). The windmill operated a circular saw when the wind was blowing. The
equipment was used in millwork construction. Noted Muscatine architect and builder, Josiah P. Walton
wrote: “The first man that made sash for a business was Abraham Smalley, in his wind-mill at the corner
of Third and Cherry. The sash in my house were made there in 1851.” (Josiah P. Walton, Pioneer
Papers, Recollections of the Sash and Door Business, pages 171,172) The structure was demolished in
1871 (Photo #15, E.L. Graham Collection). According to city directories, Fitch W. Swan was shown to be
living at 802 W. 3rd St. until 1898. He then is shown to be living at 800 W. 3rd St. in 1899. He sold 802 W.
3rd St. to Frank Shoemaker in July of 1899 (Deed/Abstract Records - Book 31, page 463) and bought a
10’ strip of land in lot 6 from Edna Blackwell in October of 1903, making his property 80’ x 80’.
In 1898, Mr. Swan moved into 800 W. 3rd Street with Mollie (Howe), his wife of 17 years. The 1900
Census lists Fitch W. Swan, age 51, at 800 West 3rd Street. He is stated to be a native of Wisconsin. It
also lists Mary C. Swan, age 40, a native of Indiana. Mrs. Swan died on November 19, 1902, after a long
illness. Later, Mr. Swan purchased an organ for the First Baptist Church as a memorial to his wife, Mary.
Mr. Swan married Miss Elsie Corey on May 29, 1907 (History of Muscatine County Iowa, page 89). The
1910 Census shows Fitch W. Swan at age 59 at 800 West 3rd Street with his second wife, Elsie, age 29,
a native of Iowa. On June 1, 1910, Mr. and Mrs. Swan sold 800 West Third Street to Fred Beach
(Deed/Abstract Records-Book 42, page 646). The 1920 Census locates Fitch W. Swan, his wife, Elsie
and her aunt Anna on Park Drive in Muscatine. Fitch Swan had no children by either marriage. On July
31, 1921, a Muscatine jeweler, George Volger, was slain with a pistol at the hands of Fitch W. Swan.
After the deed was committed at Mr. Volger’s jewelry store, Mr. Swan committed suicide by taking
cyanide. In 1901, at age 16, George Volger began an apprenticeship in Mr. Swan’s jewelry store. After
10 years, he decided to open his own shop, in competition with Mr. Swan. Over the next 10 years, the
two men developed a rivalry that evolved from friendly competition to animosity to personal dislike. The
events of July 31, 1921 came as a shock to citizens of Muscatine because both men were well liked and
considered to be trustworthy merchants and socially responsible individuals (“City Shocked By Tragedy”,
Muscatine Journal, August 1, 1921, page 1).
On June 1, 1910, Mr. and Mrs. Swan sold 800 West Third Street to Fred Beach (Deed/Abstract RecordsBook 42, page 646). Fred’s father, Benjamin Beach, was born in Hamilton, Ohio on January 20, 1827,
moved to Indiana, and then moved to Muscatine in 1850. He served in the Civil War and returned to
Muscatine after the war and operated a grocery for nearly thirty years. Colonel Beach married Miss Mary
Josephine Meason on January 31, 1866. They had three children: George (who died at age 18), Fred
(born August 2, 1868), and Benjamin (Richman 1911, Vol 2: 133, 360). Colonel Beach died on May 16,
1913. Fred Beach entered the lumber business on October 6, 1888 with the Hershey Lumber Company
as a bookkeeper. He married Miss Emma Rankin on October 11, 1893. He later became office manager,
remaining with the firm until the sawmill closed in 1901. The Hershey Lumber Company reincorporated
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as the Mira Hershey Lumber Company in June 1902, focusing on the retail business, as the next
generation took the reins. Officers were Miss Mira Hershey, Fred Beach, P.W. Francis, A.S. Lawrence,
Frank Ashcraft, and John A. Stortz. They built a new building in 1903 for the operations. The 1910
census indicates that his household included Fred (41, manager of lumber company), wife Emma (41),
daughter Glyde (13), and son George Burton (8). The move to 800 W. 3rd Street likely indicating his
growing status at the Mira Hershey Lumber Company as well as Muscatine in this period.
The city directories from 1911 to 1916 show Fred Beach as the Secretary and Treasurer of the Mira
Hershey Lumber Company. The 1916 city directory indicates that Josephine Beach, Fred’s mother and
widow of Colonel Benjamin Beach lived at 800 West 3rd Street. In 1919, the Mira Hershey Lumber
Company became known as the Beach-Stortz Lumber Company, as Fred Beach and John Stortz bought
out the other interests. In the 1920 Census, Fred Beach, age 51, is listed at 800 West Third Street as a
proprietor of a lumber yard. His wife, Emma, age 51, daughter Glyde, age 22, and son George Burton,
age 18, lived there as well. George died at age 19 later in 1920. City directories indicate that Fred was
the Secretary and Treasurer of Beach-Stortz Lumber Company from 1919 to 1927. By 1921, the number
of lumber companies in Muscatine had been reduced to three: the Beach-Stortz Lumber Company
(1030 Hershey), Collins-Hill Lumber & Coal Company (807 E. 2nd St), and Muscatine Lumber and Coal
Company (930 E. 2nd). The Huttig Bros Manufacturing Company (701 E. 2nd) and Roach & Musser
Sash & Door Company (601 Grandview Ave) continued to manufacture sash, doors, and blinds. These
companies continued to operate, with some reorganization, into the 1950s.
On February 1, 1928, Mr. Beach became sole owner of the business, which became known as Beach
Lumber and Supply Company. He maintained the business through the slow years of the 1930s,
expanding to include plan service for home owners by 1935 (“Beach Lumber & Supply Company,”
Journal, December 30, 1935, sec. 3, p.4). Beach Lumber & Supply Company continued to operate at
1030 Hershey Ave, and they underwent extensive remodeling in the late 1930s. The Beach Lumber and
Supply Company prospered as evidenced by an article in the Muscatine Journal in 1937. The article
stated that “The increase in business enjoyed by the Beach company is ample testimony to the favor and
reputation for quality products, fair prices and accommodating service which the concern has established
in its relations with the residents of the community” (“Materials From Beach Lumber Firm Used in
Construction of 16 New Homes and for Business Structures”, Muscatine Journal, December 30, 1937,
Section 2, Page 3). They continued to promote their company through regular advertisements. They
noted that they had knowledge of local requirements, improved building methods to save you money,
and a complete stock of building materials, including millwork, hardware, brick and cement (Beach
Lumber & Supply Company ad, Journal, December 30, 1940, sec. 4, p. 16). Fred Beach remained active
in his business until 1946. He also served as president of Central State Bank, was an active member of
the Presbyterian Church, Rotary Club, Chamber of Commerce, was an officer of the Muscatine Y.M.C.A.
and served on the Muscatine Board of Education. Emma Beach died on March 30, 1946, and Fred died
on December 23, 1950 (“Fred Beach, Long-Time Local Businessman, Succumbs at 82,” Obituary,
Muscatine Journal, Dec.24, 1950, page 1). Beach Lumber and Supply Company remained in business
until 1998. A subsidiary, North Beach Design Center, providing kitchen and bath design services,
remains in business today in Muscatine.
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After Fred died in 1950, his daughter Glyde M. Beach continued to live at 800 W. 3rd Street. The home
at 800 West Third Street was passed on to Miss Glyde Beach from her father on April 23, 1946, shortly
after the death of Emma Beach (Deed/Abstract Records-Book 133, page 535). Glyde Beach was named
to the presidency of Beach Lumber and Supply after her father’s death in 1950 and remained in that
position for many years. Glyde Beach remained at this address until the 1970’s.
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Location Map

Plans of buildings on site (from assessor’s office)

(front – Cherry Street)
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