
Site Inventory Form State Inventory No.  70-01132   New   Supplemental 
State Historical Society of Iowa  Part of a district with known boundaries (enter inventory no.) 70-01005  
(December 1, 1999)  Relationship:    Contributing      Noncontributing 
  Contributes to a potential district with yet unknown boundaries 
 National Register Status: (any that apply)  Listed   De-listed   NHL   DOE 
 Review & Compliance No.  
  Non-Extant  (enter year)  
 
1.  Name of Property 
 
historic name  J.J. Russell House  
 
other names/site number Field Site #: WH-136  
 
2.  Location 
 
street & number  317 Pine  (historically 216 W. Fourth Street)  
 
city or town  Muscatine    vicinity,    county  Muscatine  
Legal Description: (If Rural) Township Name Township No. Range No. Section Quarter of Quarter 
 
                                
 
 (If Urban) Subdivision    Original Town Block(s)    54  Lot(s)  10 & W 20’ Lot 9  
3.  State/Federal Agency Certification [Skip this Section] 
4.  National Park Service Certification [Skip this Section] 
5.  Classification 
Category of Property (Check only one box) Number of Resources within Property     
   building(s) If Non-Eligible Property If Eligible Property, enter number of: 
   district Enter number of:  Contributing Noncontributing 
   site         buildings  2      buildings 
   structure    sites         sites 
   object    structures         structures 
     objects         objects 
     Total   2      Total 
 
Name of related project report or multiple property study (Enter “N/A” if the property is not part of a multiple property examination). 
Title Historical Architectural Data Base Number 
 
   A Historical and Architectural Survey of the “West Hill” neighborhood, Muscatine, Iowa     70-016  
6.  Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
   01A01: Domestic / Single residence    01A01:Domestic/Single residence   
 
          
 
          
 
7.  Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
     05D: Late 19th Century / Queen Anne  foundation    03: Brick  
 
   09A06: House / Foursquare  walls    03:Brick and 02A: Weatherboard  
 
  roof    08A: Shingle Asphalt  
 
  other      
Narrative Description (  SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED) 
8.  Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark “x” representing your opinion of eligibility after applying relevant National Register criteria) 

 Yes  No  More Research Recommended A Property is associated with significant events. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended B Property is associated with the lives of significant persons. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended C Property has distinctive architectural characteristics. 
 Yes  No  More Research Recommended D Property yields significant information in archaeology or history. 



County    Muscatine  Address    317 Pine  Site Number    70-01132  
City    Muscatine  District Number    70-01005  
  
Criteria Considerations 
  A   Owned by a religious institution or used  E   A reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
 for religious purposes.  F   A commemorative property. 
  B   Removed from its original location.  G   Less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 
  C   A birthplace or grave. 50 years. 
  D   A cemetery 
 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) Significant Dates 
 Construction date 
   02: Architecture   1885    check if circa or estimated date 
 Other dates 
        
 
Significant Person Architect/Builder 
(Complete if National Register Criterion B is marked above) Architect 
    
  Builder 
    
Narrative Statement of Significance (   SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS, WHICH MUST BE COMPLETED) 
9.  Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography   See continuation sheet for citations of the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form  
10. Geographic Data 
UTM References (OPTIONAL) 
 Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing 
1        2       
3        4       
 
  See continuation sheet for additional UTM references or comments 
11. Form Prepared By 

name/title  Jo Ann Carlson, Commission Member (R.L. McCarley, consultant)  

organization Muscatine Historic Preservation Commission   date  11/28/2005  

street & number 215 Sycamore   telephone  563-264-1550  

city or town Muscatine    state IA   zip code  52761  

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION (Submit the following items with the completed form) 
FOR ALL PROPERTIES 
1. Map: showing the property’s location in a town/city or township. 
2. Site plan: showing position of buildings and structures on the site in relation to public road(s). 
3. Photographs:  representative black and white photos.  If the photos are taken as part of a survey for which the Society is to be 

curator of the negatives or color slides, a photo/catalog sheet needs to be included with the negatives/slides and the following 
needs to be provided below on this particular inventory site: 

Roll/slide sheet #   Frame/slot #   Date Taken   
Roll/slide sheet #   Frame/slot #   Date Taken   
Roll/slide sheet #   Frame/slot #   Date Taken   

  See continuation sheet or attached photo & slide catalog sheet for list of photo roll or slide entries. 
  Photos/illustrations without negatives are also in this site inventory file. 
FOR CERTAIN KINDS OF PROPERTIES, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING AS WELL 
1. Farmstead & District: (List of structures and buildings, known or estimated year built, and contributing or non-contributing status) 
2. Barn: 
 a. A sketch of the frame/truss configuration in the form of drawing a typical middle bent of the barn. 
 b. A photograph of the loft showing the frame configuration along one side. 
 c. A sketch floor plan of the interior space arrangements along with the barn’s exterior dimensions in feet. 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Use Only Below This Line 
Concur with above survey opinion on National Register eligibility:    Yes    No    More Research Recommended 
    This is a locally designated property or part of a locally designated district. 
 
Comments:   
 
Evaluated by (name/title):     Date:   
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    317 Pine  Muscatine  
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7. Narrative Description 
 
This is a two and one half-story, four-bay, house.  It was built around 1885 and appears to be Queen 
Anne, though it has some later Craftsman features as well.  The house sits on a brick foundation.  The 
walls are frame, clad in wood siding and brick.  The hip roof is clad in asphalt shingles. There is a wide 
overhang on the main roof and similar, but slightly narrower overhangs on the enclosed porches and 
projecting bays. On the Sanborn maps, the address has historically been 216 W. Fourth Street.  The 
house sets up on an embankment with step sets on Pine and on the corner of Pine and Fourth streets.  
The 1883 Sanborn map showed a high bluff on this site, and the 1888 Sanborn map shows this house.  
Porch changes and the garage appear between 1919 and 1928.  There is also a brick garage on the 
corner of the alley and Pine. The 1928 map shows the wrap-around porch on the Fourth street side and 
another garage in the alley. Most of the windows in this house are Queen Anne style with four panes on 
either side of a larger single-light on the upper sash with a single-light lower sash (referred to as a multi-
over-single-light, double-hung window below).  
 
The side that faces Fourth Street (north) has a full porch with brick trim and pillars.  This wrap-around 
porch appeared on the Sanborn maps between 1919 and 1928, replacing a front porch.  The wrap-
around portion on the west side is now enclosed. A recessed entrance is inside an enclosed, open-door 
entry located in the façade’s left bay and facing Fourth Street.  It has two wood storm doors with single-
lights in the upper half. The interior doors are wood. A set of three one-over-one-light double-hung 
windows is set to the right of the entry on the first story.  A four-over-four-light, double-hung window is 
above the entry on the second story. A larger six-over-six-light, double-hung window is located on the 
right side of the second-story wall. A hip dormer with two windows is centered on the roof.   
 
On the Pine street side (west), the wrap-around portion of the front porch has been enclosed. A brick 
column is visible at the back corner of the porch and provides support for the flat or low-sloping roof. The 
enclosed porch’s west wall has a pair of centered windows. Each window contains one-over-one-light, 
double-hung windows. Above this section are two multi-over-single-light, double-hung windows. One of 
these windows is located at each end of the second-story wall. A two-story square bay projects from the 
middle of this elevation. The upper portion is clad in fishscale shingles. The lower portion of the bay 
projects out to the plane of the enclosed porches. It has a pair of centered one-over-one-light, double-
hung windows on the first story. A pair of multi-over-single-light, double-hung windows is centered on the 
second story. Brackets extend along a short projecting ledge between the first and second stories of the 
projecting bay. The north side of the square bay has a single, multi-over-single-light, double-hung 
window on the second story. A similar, second-story window is located on the bay’s south wall. An 
enclosed back porch is present along the west side of the rear section. Sanborn maps indicate the 
enclosed portion was added between 1919 and 1928. The west wall of the porch is brick. Two brick 
columns support the flat or low-sloping roof at each corner. The porch has two pairs of one-over-one-
light, double-hung windows bracketing a center entrance on its west wall. The entrance contains a 
combination aluminum storm door and an interior wood door with three small lights that stairstep up the 
top half of the door. The south wall of the porch contains two one-over-one-light, double hung windows. 
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Above the enclosed rear porch are two openings. One is located to the left of the wall’s center and 
contains a two-over-two-light, double-hung window. The second opening, possibly for a bathroom, 
contains a smaller, six- or eight-light, probably fixed sash window in the lower left corner of the wall. The 
fishscale shingles present on the projecting bay are also attached to this wall. A hip-roof dormer is 
located above the projecting bay. It contains two windows, believed to be the same design as the front 
elevation’s dormer.   
 
The east side also has a projected square bay above halfway back. Two rows of fish-scale shingles, one 
located at the bottom of the wall and one between the first and second stories, extend from the front of 
the house back to the projecting bay. The lower band continues across the bay’s first story. The second 
story of the bay is clad entirely in fish-scale. The projecting bay has a pair of multi-over-single-light, 
double-hung windows on each story.  Each of the projecting north and south walls of the bay also have 
similar windows on each story, except the first-story opening on the south wall is an entrance. A small 
overhang, supported by two brackets, is present over the flush-mounted combination aluminum storm 
door and interior wood door. A small deck with a short set of wood steps lead up to the entrance. In front 
of the bay are two first-story and one second-story window.  The front first-story window contains one-
over-one-light, double-hung sashes. The back windows contain similar, but smaller sashes. The second-
story window contains two single-light, sliding sashes. Two windows, one each on the first and second 
story, are located behind the square bay. The second-story window contains multi-over-single-light, 
double-hung sashes. The first-story window contains two-over-two-light, double-hung sashes. A hip roof 
dormer is also located on the projecting bay. It contains two similar windows as the other dormers.    
 
The rear (south) elevation contains three openings on the first story and two on the second story. The 
two outside openings on the first story align with the two second-story openings. These four openings are 
located near the outside edges of the south wall. The two second-story openings and the left first-story 
opening contain two-over-one-light, double-hung windows. The right opening on the first story is an 
entrance featuring a flush-mounted combination aluminum storm door and interior wood door. An 
overhang, similar to the overhang on the east elevation, is present. A short wood deck and set of steps 
are also present. One additional opening on the first story, located to the left of the entrance, contains a 
multi-over-single-light, double-hung window.  A basement entrance door is also located on this elevation, 
just below the multi-over-single-light window. 
 
A two-bay, one-story, brick garage is located in the southwest corner of the lot. The brick are laid in 
common bond. Each bay contains a fiberglass or metal overhead door, with a boxed header spanning 
each opening. A stone lintel extends across the entire front. A short parapet, with stone or concrete caps, 
is present around the front and sides of the garage’s flat or low-sloping roof.  An original wood window 
with a single, four-light, fixed sash is centered on the north wall. An opening is also centered on the south 
wall, but it is covered. Two openings, both covered, are centered on each half of the back (east) wall. All 
the openings have stone lintels over them. 
 
A nearly overgrown series of brick are inlaid into the steep back slop of the lot and provide a walkway 
from the alley to the back yard. The walkway junctions with a set of cement steps that lead up from 
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ground level on the north side of the garage. A retaining wall that is slipping is also present on the north 
side of the garage. There is also a brick and cement retaining wall along the back edge of the lot. 
 
 
8. Narrative Statement of Significance 
 
The J.J. Russell House does not appear to be individually eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criteria A, B, or C.  However, it does appear to be a contributing building in a potential 
“West Hill” neighborhood historic district. 
 
J.J. Russell was a lawyer, legislator, and postmaster of Muscatine in the 1880’s. He built this house 
around 1885, but then only lived here until 1891.  Mr. Russell also was elected to the state legislature in 
1884 and 1885, around the time that this house was built. He was also appointed as the Postmaster of 
Muscatine by President Cleveland in August 1886.  Though a prominent resident, he does not appear to 
have made a significant historic impact.  The porch and other Craftsman features were added to the 
house in the 1920s while the Reinemunds lived here.  They purchased the house in 1899 and lived here 
for about 30 years.  He appears to have been a successful businessman, but also did not made a 
particular historic contribution.  No significant event is known to have occurred that is associated with this 
house. This residence has not been extensively altered on the exterior of the home and retains much of 
its original integrity. The modifications in the 1920s are historic.  The apartment in the rear of the home 
was added around 1941.  However, it does not appear to have particular architectural significance.  
Thus, the Russell House does not appear to be individually eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion A, B, or C.   
 
However, the Russell House does appear to be a contributing building in a potential “West Hill” 
neighborhood historic district. Mr. Russell was a well-known and successful resident of Muscatine. Mr. 
Russell lived most of his life in the Muscatine area.  In addition, the integrity of the house is good, with 
few exterior alterations or changes from its original condition. This house significantly contributes to the 
history and architecture of this potential historic district. 
 
Lot 9 and Lot 10 were combined during the early history of this house.  The 1883 Sanborn map showed 
a high bluff on this site, and the 1888 Sanborn map shows this house.  The property was part of the Fay 
estate, and Lot 9 and 10 were sold to Sarah F. Hoover on October 15, 1873 (book 7, pg 660).  Sarah 
and Henry Hoover sold the property to R. M. Baker on December 19, 1877 (Lots Book 12: 241). The 
1879 Muscatine City Directory identifies Henry Hoover as employed by Hoover, Griffin, and Company 
(an insurance agency) and by Baker and Hoover (a real estate and loan agency).  R. M. and Sarah 
Baker sold Lot 9 and 10 on Block 54 to J.J. Russell on June 13, 1884 (Lots Book 18:371). J.J. Russell 
took out a mortgage deed from A.M. Winn on October 23, 1885 for $2000 with 8 percent interest (Lots 
Book 19:76).  Construction on this house likely began in 1885, or late in 1884. 
 
Interestingly, James J. Russell appears to have lived in the neighborhood, perhaps across 4th Street, 
prior to purchasing these lots and building this house in 1885.  The 1874 directory also states that James 
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J. Russell, a law student, lived at the corner of Pine and Fourth. The 1879 city directory also states that 
J. J. Russell is residing on the east corner of Fourth and Pine. He is listed as being employed at Burke 
and Russell (a law firm). J. J. Russell was born in Sag Harbor, New York on January 26, 1854 to John 
and Ann Boyle Russell. When Russell was three years old, his family moved to Muscatine.  He pursued 
his studies out of school during his leisure time, and in 1872 entered Wilton Collegiate Institute.  In 1874, 
he began to teach school.  Mr. Russell married Nellie Kane on January 12, 1876 in Muscatine.  He chose 
the law as a profession, and became a student of the law department of the State University at Iowa City, 
from which he graduated with honors in the class of 1878.  He then began his law practice with the firm 
of Richman, Burke, and Russell. He was elected City Attorney four times, was elected to the state 
legislature in 1884 and 1885, and was appointed as the Postmaster of Muscatine on April 1, 1886 by 
President Cleveland. At this point in his life he retired from his law practice to become the postmaster  
(Portrait and Biographical Album 1889: pg. 451). 
 
Around 1885 when he built this house, J.J. Russell had built a promising life for himself.  The 1886 
Muscatine City Directory states that James J. Russell is living at 214 W. Fourth Street. He is also listed 
as part of the law firm, Richman, Burke, and Russell. There is also a notation of Mr. Russell being the 
City Attorney in this directory. The 1889 city directory identifies J.J. Russell as the postmaster of 
Muscatine and as an attorney. He resides at 216 W. Fourth Street. The 1891 Muscatine City Directory 
lists J. J. Russell as living at Fourth and Pine and he is identified as an attorney.  A divorce between J.J. 
Russell and Nellie Russell was files on August 24, 1891. A decree was entered providing an amount of 
$6000 should be created and placed in the hands of a trustee, Henry Jayne. The 1893 Muscatine City 
Directory states that only Mrs. Nellie Russell is residing at 216 W. Fourth Street. J.J. Russell is not found 
as living in Muscatine. Mrs. Russell is not identified as having an occupation. The 1895 does not identify 
anyone living at 216 W. Fourth Street. Mrs. Nellie Russell is living at 506 E. Fifth Street and the eventual 
resident, Ernst Reinemund is living at 106 E. Seventh Street. The 1897 Muscatine City Directory states 
that Mr. Reinemund is residing at 106 W. Second Street and Mrs. Russell is living at 714 E. Seventh 
Street.   Mrs. Nellie Russell passed away on June 20, 1900.  J. J. Russell passed away on July 19, 1927 
in Memphis, Tennessee.. He was survived by his widow (a second wife) and his two sons from Texas 
and Colorado (Muscatine Journal: July 20, 1927, pg. 2). 
 
The Russells sold the property in a trustee deed to Ernest (Ernst) Reinemund for $3400 on September 
15, 1899 (32:575). This property transferred between Ernst Reinemund and Ida Louise Reinemund on 
September 15, 1899 (Book 14, pg 796).  Ernest Reinemund formed a partnership in 1890 with Edward J. 
Zeidler and J.L. McColm for the McColm Dry Goods company. Reinemund sold his interest in 1896 
(Richman 1911, Vol. 2: 614). The 1899 city directory finds Ernst and Ida Reinemund residing at 216 W. 
Fourth Street. Mr. Reinemund is identified as being in the clothing and gents furnishing goods business. 
The 1900 directory states that Ernst and Ida Reinemund are residing at 216 W. Fourth Street and Mr. 
Reinemund is identified as working with clothing. The 1900 census lists E. Reinemund (35), Ida – wife 
(36), J.A. - son (9), Helen - daughter (5), and George W. Reuling (Bother-in-law) (39) living at 216 Fourth 
Street. E. Reinemund was listed as being a clothing dealer while George Reuling is listed as being a 
grocer.  The 1904 Muscatine City Directory states that Ernst and Ida Reinemund reside at 216 W. Fourth 
Street. Mr. Reinemund is involved in the dry goods business.  The 1908-09 city directory shows Ernest 
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and Ida L. Reinemund as living there.  Helen and J. Adams Reinemund are boarding there on those 
dates. The Reinemunds could not be found in the 1910 Census of Muscatine. Reinemunds were still 
listed at this address in 1911. Mr. Reinemund is identified as being employed by Reinemund’s Dry 
Goods.   
 
The Reinemunds continued to live here through the 1920s.  Porch changes and the garage appear 
between 1919 and 1928.  Some windows also appear to date to this period.  The 1920 census lists 
Ernest (54), Ida - wife (55) and Helen - daughter (25) Reinemund at 216 West 4th. Mr. Reinemund was 
listed as a merchant that worked with dry goods. Neither Ida or Helen are listed as having an occupation.  
The 1921 Muscatine City Directory identifies Ernst and his wife residing at 216 W. Fourth Street. Mr. 
Reinemund is employed by Reinemund’s Dry Goods. The 1923 city directory also states that Mr. and 
Mrs. Reinemund are residing at 216 W. Fourth Street. Mr. Reinemund is still employed at Reinemund’s 
Dry Goods. This directory also states that Helen, their daughter, is also living with them. She is listed as 
being the assistant manager of Reinemund’s Dry Goods. They continue to live here in 1927, and Mr. 
Reinemund is identified as being retired. Helen Reinemund is identified as being a clerk with The Kinnear 
Stores. The 1929 city directory states in the reverse directory that Ernst and Ida Reinemund reside at 
216 W. Fourth Street. Upon checking the alphabetical listing, Mr. and Mrs. Reinemund are actually 
residing at 100 Buell. Helen Reinemund is also listed on Buell.  Ernest Christian Reinemund died 
January 27, 1942.  His obituary notes that he was the son of John Adam and Anna Martha Doering 
Reinemund. He was born February 11, 1865 in Gudenburg, Hessen-Kassel, Germany. He married Ida 
Louise Reuling on May 5, 1887 in Muscatine. They had one son, J. Adam Reinemund and a daughter 
Helen Louise Reinemund (Muscatine Journal, January 28, 1942 page 3). 
 
Reinemund rented this house to tenants through the 1930s.  The 1931 city directory lists John & Rose 
Wilson as living at 216 West 4th. He was the publisher of the Midwest Free Press, which was Norman 
Baker’s newspaper.  John H. Wilson committed suicide, leaving a note about hints of family and financial 
troubles and asking forgiveness of his family. Wilson had come to Muscatine from Iowa City as an 
employee for Norman Baker at his TNT magazine.  His wife was listed in critical condition because of a 
recent operation. John Wilson had just started to work at H.J. Heinz in the office.  He had one son, John 
Jr. (Muscatine Journal, August 13, 1931, pg. 1).  In the 1934 city directory, Roy & Julia Warner are listed 
as living at 216 West 4th.  This is also the location of the Warner and Warner Chiropractor’s office. The 
Warners continued to reside in this home through the 1941 Muscatine City Directory.   
 
Reinemund sold Lot 10 and the W 20’ of Lot 9 of Block 54 to J.N. Greathouse on July 11, 1940 (book 97, 
pg 106).  The Greathouses owned several other rental properties in town.  In 1943 Luther G. & Nell 
Trainer are listed at 317 Pine, and Mr. Trainer was employed as a clerk for the C.R.I. & P.R. Railroad. 
Raymond and Odette Grimm are listed at 216 West 4th and Mr. Grimm is the owner of Grimm Drug Store.  
This is the first occurrence of 317 Pine, suggesting that the house was split into apartments with two 
separate address after Greathouse bought the property in 1940.  In 1946 the city directory lists Fred & 
Ruth Holstein living at 317 Pine and Mr. Holstein is a manager at Carver Pump. The Grimms are still at 
216 West 4th with Mr. Grimm still identified as owning a drug store.  
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The estate of J.N. Greathouse sold Lot 10 and the W 20’ of Lot 9 of Block 54 to Eva J. Martin, E. Gladys 
Schmidt, and Myrtle M. Conkling on August 1, 1950 (book 136, pg 56). In 1949 the city directory lists 
Kenneth Bright at 317 Pine and Grimm at 216 West 4th.  Bright also working at Carver Pump. They both 
remained at these addresses until 1954.  In 1954 city directory, William J. Marshall is listed at 317 Pine 
and Jas. P. & Mary M. Fuller lived at 216 West 4th. Mr. Fuller was an auditor for City water & electric and 
Mr. Marshall was a clerk for DeSaulniers Printing. In the 1956 city directory, Herbert B. (Jr. Rev) and 
Rose Mason lived at 317 Pine. He was the pastor of Church of Christ.  Jas & Mary Fuller are still listed at 
216 West 4th. 
 
Schmidt sold Lot 10 and the W 20’ of Lot 9 of Block 54 to P.H. Barloom on October 3, 1957 (book 175, 
pg 417). The 1958 Muscatine City Directory states that Robert J. and Margaret Anderson reside at 317 
Pine Street. Mr. Anderson is a department manager of Paetz Super Value Store. James T. Christensen 
is identified as residing at 216 W. Fourth Street. Mr. Christensen is listed as being a training engineer for 
Stanley Engineers. The 1959 city directory identifies Gary and Patricia Ridout as residing at 317 Pine. 
Mr. Ridout is identified as being a salesman for Kent Feed. Mr. David Hessman resides as 216 W. Fourth 
Street and is the assistant director of the County Extension Service. The 1961 Muscatine City Directory 
states that Robert and Phyllis Barnes reside at 317 Pine Street. Mr. Barnes is employed as a linotype 
operator for the Muscatine Journal. David Hessman is again listed at 216 W. Fourth Street. He is the 
assistant director for the County Extension Service. 
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