Christian Church & Nichols Public School circa 1910

History of Facilities and Faculty
Nichols Public School
Nichols, lowa



Photo circa 1910
Source: Keith Mills
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Nichols Public School, Nichols, lowa (1872-1915)

| am 40-feet square and two stories high. | was built in 1872 at the
north end of a newly born and unincorporated village then known as
“Nichols Station” as it had a newly constructed railway station on a
newly constructed north-south railroad. Both the village and | were
named after Samuel Nichols (1794-1870) one of the early (1840) lowa
settlers to come to Pike Township in Muscatine County.

My purpose was to provide housing for a “common school” of that
time period. There were no grades as in 1* through 8" grade. There
was no age based timetable for advancement. A farm boy who could
only attend the winter term would over time be studying with full-
time town students half his age. The teaching process may have been
more like the modern day continuing education seminar that will

have attendees with a broad range of ages and knowledge.

In 1875, the Nichols Christian Church erected a brick church on an
adjacent tract on my west side. That same church, with some
improvements, stands there yet today (2018) and still has an active
congregation. The church is, | hope, a landmark that will remind
future generations of my location as the first Nichols High School.

A “NICHOLS” column in the Muscatine Daily Journal of March 30,
1883, reported: “Miss Anna McKenna, of Muscatine, has been
employed to teach the primary department of the Nichols schools.
Nichols will henceforth have a graded school. A long-felt want.” The
graded system encompassed 1% through 8" grades. The term
“Primary Department” encompassed the 1%, 2" and 3™ grades. The
Primary grade as we know it today arrived in Nichols in 1914-1915.

As best | can recall it was in 1900 that a three-year high school
curriculum was established. The first “Principal” and only teacher for
NHS was Thomas L. Eland. In 1903, Bessie Baker, daughter of the
Nichols Savings Bank’s Cashier, became the first graduate of Nichols
High School. At the same time Professor Eland enrolled in the
medical school at the State University of lowa. In 1907, Dr. Eland
married his former student, Bessie Baker, and they settled in Letts in
Louisa County, lowa. They are both buried in the Lettsville Cemetery.

At the beginning of the school year in September, 1913, the lowa
State Board of Education placed NHS on the list of accredited three-
year high schools. This allowed NHS graduates to enroll in the 4'" year
class of any high school in the country to earn a four-year diploma.
For that same year the Nichols School Board had hired an Assistant
Principal thereby doubling the number of high school teachers to 2.

On January 27, 1915, after 43 years of service as the Nichols Public
School building, my useful life ended. | was destroyed by fire. Miss
Mayme Foley, who would teach the intermediate grades at the
Nichols Public School for 48 continuous years (September, 1904, to
May, 1952), smelled the smoke and then discovered the fire in my
attic. Thereafter, classes were conducted in temporary quarters in
the Opera House and churches until a new building was constructed.

The Monday after Thanksgiving (November 29, 1915) was the first
day of school in the new beautiful three-story brick Nichols Public
School building. The new building was located on the east side of
Nichols on the north side of ljem Avenue (which would become lowa
Highway 22). During the 1924/25 school year Nichols High School
adopted a four-year curriculum.
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Timeline of Public School Facilities in the Town of Nichols lowa
Plat of the Original Town of Nichols filed with Muscatine County Recorder.
Two-Story White Wood-Frame Public Schoolhouse erected North side of Nichols.
Town of Nichols plat map in Muscatine County Atlas confirms location of NPS building.
Picture of Nichols Public School and 77 students and faculty in front.
Latest picture NPS building with original dual entry doors
NPS building may have been remodeled to provide dedicated High School classroom.
NPS adds 3-year high school curriculum and hires Thomas Eland as “Principal Teacher.”
Earliest picture of NPS building with remodeled single-entry door.
First Assistant Principal, Anna Gurtner, hired to give NHS a faculty of two teachers.
State Board of Education placed NHS on the list of accredited 3-year high schools.
Two-story wood frame schoolhouse north side of Nichols destroyed by fire.
Cedar Rapids builder awarded contract to erect new brick and stone schoolhouse.
First Day of School in new two-story brick Schoolhouse on East side of Nichols.
US Congress declared war on Germany; US flags displayed in schoolhouse windows
Construction of new Auditorium-Gymnasium addition to brick schoolhouse.
First event in new auditorium: Funeral Services for 3 students killed in auto accident.
Dedication of Newly Constructed five-room elementary addition to schoolhouse.
Notice that State approval for Nichols Secondary School would end June 1, 1961.
Last Nichols High School graduating class Commencement Exercises.
Nichols School District ceased to exist; merged into West Liberty School District.

Elementary classes continued to be held in Nichols School Building.

Nichols School Building closed; all classes moved to West Liberty.

[Last Updated 2018.0731]




Nichols High School
Faculty Members
1900 - 1961
Thomas L. Eland (P) 1901-1903
Julia Tomney 1901
R. E. Morris (P) 1904
Ella Thompson (P) 1905-1906
Cecil W. Bangs (P) 1907
Mayme Spaulding (P) 1908-1909
John H. Boatman (P) 1910-1911
Walter Hoch (P) 1912
Miss Smith Trump (P) 1913-1914
Anna Gurtner (AP) 1914
Fred H. Dawson (P) 1915-1923
Beulah Beshears (AP) 1916
Miss Stansbury (AP) 1917-<>
Mr. Henderson (AP) 1920
Wilma Kleist (AP) 1922
C. H. Christ (P) 1924
Laura Woddell (AP) 1924
Mr. Gerbercht (P) 1926
Ella Boland 1926
G. G. Bellamy (S) 1928-1936
Mrs. G. G. Bellamy (P) 1928-1929
Philip Unger 1928
Edna Peterson 1929-1931
Vera Schmeizer (P) 1931
Miss llo Adamson (P) 1933-1935
Mr. Inver Moats 1933
Lorraine Balzer 1933-1937
M. C. Bruce (P) 1936-1937
E. R. Wilson (S) 1937-1938

V. W. Hancer (S)
Florence Miller (P)
Martin J. Crabtree
Robert F. Hedemann (S)
Martin J. Crabtree (P)
Eleanor Eitel

Gordon Patterson
Neil Boyle

Pearl Morgan
Marjorie Elliott

Edna Kirchner

Mrs. Place

James Powers
Blanche Wylie
Martin J. Crabtree (P)
Martin J. Crabtree (S)
Margery Randall
Orville Buckingham
Donald Trumpp
Mark Smith (P)
Mabel Brown
Marilyn Snyder

Mr. Whitehill

Donn Stansbury

Mr. Kephart

R. B. Lord (S)

Carl Mealy (S)

Miss Geske

Patricia Loft

Gilbert Lehman
Dolores Sundet

Olive Edgeton

Gladys Rife

Jerry Mealy

Delbert Hardy

(P) = Principal (AP) = Assistant Principal (S)= Superintendent

1939-1940
1939-1940
1939-1940
1941-1947
1941-1943
1941-1942
1941
1942
1942
1943-1947
1944-1957
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948-1952
1948-1949
1948
1949
1950-1961
1950
1950
1951
1952-1956
1952-1953
1953
1954-1958
1954
1955-1956
1955
1955
1955
1956-1958
1957-1958
1957-1959

Janelle Ramsey
Marge Sindelar
Betty Frantz
Nancy LaSalle
Mary Ann Towne
Paul Strickfadden (S)
Kenneth Isaacs
Norma Young
Glen Thomas
Charles Lorber
Charles Kantz
William Fabritz
Ann Clark

Marie Peck

<>

1957
1958
1958
1958
1958
1959-1961
1959
1959-1961
1959
1959-1961
1960-1961
1960-1961
1960
1961

Note: This list is incomplete as we have
thus far been unable to identify all
faculty members prior to 1944.

Last Updated 2018.0805




Nichols Grade School
Faculty Members
1872 - 1968
Alice Templeton 1876-1883
Frank Gilbert 1879-1886
Mary Ellen Gilbert 1879-1886
Anna McKenna 1884
Anna Schmitt 1898-1899
Anna L. Walker 1900
Emma Freyermuth 1902
Mamie Dean 1902-1903
Meile Wright 1903
Mayme Foley 1905-1952
Madge Babbitt 1905-1907
Pearl VanTuyl 1905-1906
Blanche Baldridge 1907-1911
Grace Mitchell 1908-1909
Mollie Flater 1910-1912
Lena Geirse 1910-1920
Miss Kupp 1912
Edna Hector 1913
Lucile Eives 1915
Alice Gerry Billing 1916
Verna Swain 1917
Miss Croxen 1920
Mrs. Polders 1920
Nellie Ramsey 1922
Ora Nyemaster 1922
Katherine Richards 1922
Nellie Walser 1924
Hazel Peifer 1924
Elsie Kirchner 1924-1928
Verla Beeman 1927

Retha Burke
Helen Mackey
Mrs. Fowler
Genevieve Wheeler
Harriette James
Eileen Birker
Mary Neiswanger
Emma Dillon
Geneva Whitacre
Thelma Tufty
Donna Dasher
Alberta Wieskamp
Helen Tatge

Mr. F. J. Kohler
Bernice Hadley
Edith Newton
Gertrude Coder
Verda Covell
Marilyn Flaherty
Bernice Hadley
Nell Schmitt

Miss Fales

Miss Howard
Miss Anderson
Miss Cunningham
Hortense Stansell
Helen Tatge

Mrs. Kirchner (Jean?)
Verna Nichols

Jo Ann Kennedy
Shirley Riley

De Etta Hankins
Betty Simon
Betty Malloy
Carol Conrad
Barbara Baxter

1928-1929
1927-1929
1930
1931-1935
1933-1935
1935
1936-1937
1937
1939-1943
1939-1942
1943
1944-1946
1944
1945
1946-1947
1947-1952
1947-1950
1948-1949
1950
1951-1958
1951-1958
1951-1952
1952-1953
1953
1953
1953-1955
1954-1968
1954
1954-1956
1955
1955
1955-1959
1956
1957
1957
1957

Mabel Arp

Ruth Hanks
Elizabeth Griffin
Denise Vickers
Marilyn Hoben
Gladys Shaw
Edna Hummel
Marie Kaalberg
Marilyn Dickinson
Rosalee Honts
Shirley Elder
Mark Smith

Jean Kirchner
Marietta Smith

R. S. Fleming

Lou Del Jasper
Marion Carpenter
Richard Gipple (P)
Jean Burns

Myrna Piersel
Mrs. Vervoort
Helen Corbett
Bessie Franks
Sandra Johnson
<>

1959
1959
1959-1962
1959-1962
1959
1960-1968
1960-1968
1960-1968
1960
1960-1961
1961-1968
1962-1964
1962-1968
1964
1964
1964-1967
1965-1968
1966
1967
1967
1967
1967-1968
1968
1968

Note: This list is incomplete as we have
thus far been unable to identify all
faculty members prior to 1944.

Last Updated: 2018.0805




Nichols Public School
Erected 1872 - Photo ca 1879
Photo Source: 1984 Nichols

Centennial Book, page 65
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A plat map of the Town of Nichols in the 1874 atlas of Muscatine County
shows the Nichols Public School at exactly the same location in the north
end of Nichols as the building shown in this picture. The following abstract
of Nichols history is from page 581 of the 1879 History of Muscatine County,
lowa: “The present fine two-story ... schoolhouse was built in the summer
of 1872. ... The present attendance averages seventy-four scholars. The
present teachers are Franklin Gilbert and Mary E. Gilbert, the former’s wife.”

Nichols Christian Church
Erected 1875 — Photo circa 1908 — Erected 1872
Photo Source: Keith Mills

&3

There are 77 persons in the picture above and two of them appear to be
teachers. The woman at the right end of the back row may be Mary Ellen
Gilbert (age 37) and the second man to her right (with a mustache) may be
her husband, Franklin Gilbert (age 46). The single small tree in this 1879
picture and the multiple mature trees in the 1908 picture in the upper
right corner are consistent with a 29-year time span. These circumstances
are all consistent with an estimated date of 1879 for this picture.




R. I. HEXWTHORN,
Livery, ¥ FFeed

RAND SRLE STABLE,
WEST LIBERTY, IOWA.

Balaed Hay, Straw and Grain for sale.

C. M. NICHOLS,

—1+DEALER IN:i—

Dry Goods Only,

WEST LIBERTY, IOWA,

NICHOLS ADVERTISEMENTS.
H.” J. BROWN & CO,,

Farm Imi)léfr'léh_ts, Pumps

And Buggios of All Kinds.
Bindor Twino and OIl.

ats for Plano Linder and !lmttf Fatten T’Jovr 0 e
Caltivatoos and Hbiing Plows, and Nulk:
Mows and Cultivatom. NICHOL ll)\\ J\.

L. KERN,
General Blacksmithing.

—AND DEALER IX—

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.
NICHOLS, IOWA."

Ageat for Deering Unkon llle J. L (\«-Su!ky Plows
and ail Standand Farm Machlnery.

E. J. STAFFORD, Patnwar.
Also Dealer 1n
Confeatiopery, Stationery,
CIQARS AND TYOBACCO.
Aleo, Depmitory for County Scbool Booke

lHSURAHG WL Sneure your jeoperty agalnst Pire

v and Tornadoes Uy placiog you ia good
and rellatie companies. Glve me a tr1a] when you want (o.
aurtag done

Groeeries,

SALES HEINZLE,
Manufacturer of and Dealer in *

Hamess, Saddles, Blankets, Whips,

ROBE3 AND SADDLERY HARDWARE,
NICHOLS, IOWA,

Sketch of Nichols.

_1899 _

The town of Nickols proper was laid out
in 1869 by B. F. Nichols. Since then soveral
additions have been added. It has good stores,
handling all manner of goode. The town
was fortunate in having as its founders and
carly residents, men of broad viowa and great
enterprise.  Samuel Nichols came to Pike
township from Ohio, in 1838 The fonnder
of the town was & relf-mado man in overy
respect.  Whon he camo to this township,
fully one-half of it was a swamp, but since
then soveral ditches have beon dug at great
expense and tho land thus reclaimed has
grown valuable and is very productive. B,
F. Nichols was tho cldest son of Samuel
Nicholx and died November 5th 1893, The

. younger son, Townsend B, Nichols, iz at

present a resident of Chicago, but he still
retaing his large property intercsts in and
aronnd Nichols, His bunsiness intorests in
Towa are managed l») John Nicola, who grew
up from childhood in the Nichols family and
who nlzo has the push and enterprize of the
\xcgola faily.

Quite a numbor.of the first reaidents still
live in the township. Among them are Dr.
8. I. Swith, the first physician in this part
of the connty; John Nicola, Elias Adamaand
Thomas Newton,

The people living in and around Nichols

arc of the pushing, entorprieing class who do
their trading at homo and are interested in
tho welfare of the town. Enormus quantitics
of grain and produce are annually shipped
from here.  With the raitroad facilitier and
the cmerpnw of tho citizens, the futuro of
Nichols ix assured and its gm“:h in the
future will no donbt be mpid.

Nicholf ix now an incorporated town of
nbout 500 inkabitants, located at the jnnction
of the main line and the Muscatine Division
of the Burlington, Cedar Rapide & Northern
Railway, in Pike township, Museatine county,
7 miles sonth of West Liberty, 55 ntiles
north of Burlington, and 16 miles weat of
Muscatine, the coufty seat. It has four
churches, Mothodist  Episcopal, Methodist
Protestant, Catliolic and Chiriatian; n_graded

The People's Furpiture Store.

C. H. MILNES,
Licensed Embalmer and Funeral Director.

WEST LIBERTY. IOWR,

J. L. GIMANS,
1.1 BN Y,

Foed and, Sale Stable,
WEST LIBERTY, IOWA.

school _employing three leachers; soveral

s*ores, hotels, inoplement dealert, livery stabled
clovator, lumnber yard, and a weekly news-
paper, the Gazette, published by T. A. Merrill
and T. L. Miller. The following ar¢ the
present ofticers of tho town: Mayor, V.
Reynolds; Recorder, Joln Fulmer; Marshal,
ez Smith; Street Commissioner, T. B. Hor-
ton; Tmuumr. L. Kern; Asscssor, John
blcplwua, Councilmen, W. S. Baker, Hobert
Black, T. E. Norris, John Nicola, J. W.
Rummels jr. and Hiram Nelson,

THE NICHOLS GAZETTE

——S 31,00 A YEAR., =SS

MERRILL & MILLER, Publishers.

We can do your Job Work In good shapo.

NICHOLS ADYVERTISEMENTS.
B. . SWIOK ARD,

—DEALYER IN —

Alll Kinds of Bullding Material,

Lumbor, Sash, Doors. Blinds, Lath,
SRINGLES, MOULDINGS SSREEN DOORK

Feoce Poste, “ood Lime, Brick. Omwn\. IAat I
Bullding I"aper and 8§ sting 1iats,

v ICIIOJ'..S, IO.A.

W. R. TRAUTMAN,
General TRepair Shop,

Throo Mllos South and Ono Milo
Wost of Nichols.

Repairing of Agriculturol Mochirery prompily
Atterded fo of oll hours of ke day or right.

V. REYNOLDS,

— PROPRIETOR OF —

Nichols Hotel.

First Class Accommodations.

'DESCRIPTION AND PEDIGREE.

p.\l‘".l.lo.\' 1000 was foaled Apeil 1Q IR Imported In
bed. Color, black: 16 Bande high, and welzhs 1520 pounds,
Jle wasalred by Hayand 34; be by Laus PPartel 30 Dam, Fa.
vorite: she by Coure ¢o Jlayos 5%  These Boraew are fne
tor and bave proved to te Ert-claas, sure foal-getters.
Thelr colts are all * straight goodu.'”

DOLLAR KING s a full tlood Norman Drafy Stalllon,
color, dark bay, 1644 bands high, and welghs 10 pounds.  He
waa aired by imported llayard. Dam bty (mported Teopold.
Lrand AL RUCK Chtlandi,

A part of Page 84 of the Atlas of Muscatine County, lowa,

Published by The Huebinger Surveying and Map Publishing Company, Davenport, lowa, 1899




[ Photo Source: |
Barbara Elder
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Leona Hintz (Heath) 1st Grade (NHS 1909) — Alma Felton (Hazen) 1st Grade (NHS 1909) — Charles W. Elder 1st Grade (NHS 1909)

Picture of 36 students in the “Primary Room” (1st, 2nd & 3rd Grades) with their teacher, Anna Schmitt,
during the 1898-1899 school year. The picture is taken in front of the two-story wood frame schoolhouse
at the north end of Nichols, lowa, as originally constructed in 1872 with DUAL ENTRY DOORS.
Sometime between 1899 and 1902 the front of the schoolhouse would be remodeled to provide a single
entry door and free up interior space for a new classroom for teaching the new high school curriculum.




(" Nichols Christian Church )
= Built in the summer of 1875
|\__and still there in 2018

fe

(1899 )

/ [, (" Nichols Public School
Map .ok il " /o 67ANTR ave.. | building (40-foot square
TOWN OF NICHOLS | \ ' $ 71 ING | wood frame building two
LOCATED IN PIKETWP. ! / 8 - stories high) erected in
—_— | ‘ / :  4g | 1872, destroyed by fire
ScaLe 300 FEETTo I INCH. ; / ‘, - | \ OnJanuary 27, 1915.
COPYRIGHTED, e
Plat Map of the Town of Nichols, lowa ! / AR 2 |
From Atlas of Muscatine County Published in 1899 Y —_—i . | :
by The Huebinger Surveying & Map Publishing Co. !." o o7 | B E ,L-:—-. N IF;:tt;reps:Lerofsnehw /
Davenport, lowa v R, Se P ‘ GINNE S MG SCTO0
= S TOLS STATION o || building that would be
4 cz |[ o : |1 || erected between May
In 1872, in anticipation of the needs of PR | T | B
travelers on the two intersecting railroads, a ey gl e ; s S NOveIe ori 1010
new three story brick structure, the St. Nichols o 1. [ S ;
Hotel, was built on ljem Avenue. = — < ) L
Vi i ¢ 1 0]
On December 29, 1899, Nichols Savings o —1% FIRS -
Bank received its state charter to engage in the — yib — o S
banking business in Nichols, lowa. It would = ] gg dn
then erect a bank building in conjunction with a = el sl | ;
new building for the Nichols Opera House. EaTE
BLc.r.& n.R.A.

MUSCATINE DIV,

Two-story brick Town
L Hall erected in 1907

(" NICHOLS RAILROAD HISTORY )

The Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Minnesota
commenced construction on the north-south
line in 1869. In 1873, the Muscatine Western

Railway reached Nichols with its east-west

line to Montezuma, lowa, 80 miles west of

Muscatine. In 1899, both railroads were
owned by the Burlington, Cedar Rapids &

o

(Large home built circa
1896 by Robert & Mary
Black, grandparents of
Frances Kirchner Elder.

AS-A-NT -

Northern, which in turn would be acquired by| | 2 = 3 r =g b E Two teachers, Madge
the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway in| ] 4 > Tl ik Babbitt and Mayme
1903. On August 31, 1904, Mayme Foley rode|, ol 28 [ s . Db, -, (Rl i) | | Foley, were lodgers in
a Rock Island train from Columbus Junction | \ GRAND T 4ve. =\ theBlack home.

north to Nichols to start her new job as a
teacher at the Nichols Public School.
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fMadge Babbitt (Bangs), Teacher?—~~—,¢~
| and her 42 students in 1st, 2nd | —
| and 3rd grades during the 1907 |
school year at Nichols Public |
School in Nichols, lowa.

Y
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_— s i sy /(Photo Source: Barbara Eldel)

(1) Susie Jameson, (2) Mary Stephens, (3) Frances Kirchner, (4) Mava Hamilton, (5) Esther Borgstadt, (6) Benjamin
Nichols-1916, (7) Amanda Rummells-1916, (8) Elsie Alt, (9) Luva Brown-1918, (10) Linis Jameson, (11) Edmon Jameson,
(12) Elsie Kirchner-1916, (13) Anna Nichols-1919, (14) Marie Brown, (15) May Lewis, (16) Cloyde Davidson-1918,

(17) Russell Watkins, (18) Ralph Renshaw, (19) Willard Rice, (20) Ira Renshaw, (21) Joe Pratt, (22) Walter Elder-1919,
(23) Glen VanTuyl, (24) Mabel Artz, (25) Robert Nolan-1918, (26) Myrtle Fetterman, (27) Earl Trautman-1916, (28) Mable
Fulmer, (29) __ Winn, (30) Emil Browning, (31) Harry Nugent, (32) (33) Frank Hollenbeck, (34) Walter Hollenbeck,
(35) Albert Smith, (36) Elsie Nodine, (37) Mildred Hummel-1918, (38) Wilma Briggs, (39) John Artz, (40) Ames,
(41) Chancey Smith, (42) Floyd Bickford. [The year following a name is the year of NHS 11th Grade Graduation.]




(Robert & Mary Black House in Nichols, Iowa)

On December 11, 1895, Robert C. Black recorded deeds to Lots 7, 8 and 9
of Block 14, Railroad Addition, on which he built, probably in 1896, the

house appearing above. The porch is on the north side of the house which
fronts on Nichols Avenue and its right of way appears in the foreground of
the picture. The far east side of the house fronts on Pleasant Street about

two blocks south of where the new brick high school would be erected in
. 1915. Directly behind the photographer, about three blocks to the
northwest, was the center of the Nichols business district. Photographer:
Charles E. Jacoby of West Liberty. Photo Source: Barbara Elder

This Annotation
Supplements the preceding 1907 Photograph of Miss
Madge Babbitt and her 42 students in Grades 1-2-3
at the Nichols Public School in Nichols, lowa

Madge Babbitt (Grades 1-2-3) and Mayme Foley (Grades 4-5-6) both
joined the Nichols Public School faculty in September, 1904. Miss
Babbitt, who married the new principal, Cecil Bangs, on December
24, 1906, would stay for three years. Miss Foley stayed for 48 years.

Frances Kirchner (#3 in the 1907 photograph) took all of grades 1-2-
3 with Miss Babbitt and all of grades 4-5-6 with Miss Foley. Miss
Babbitt and Miss Foley were lodgers in the home of Robert and Mary
Black where the Blacks’ granddaughter, Frances Kirchner, and her
widower father, Bernard Kirchner, also resided. It was a large house.

Nannie Black Kirchner, wife of Bernard Kirchner and mother of
Frances Kirchner, died on March 26, 1901, at age 21. From grade 7
on Frances was enrolled by her father in private schools in Daven-
port. She was a 12" grade graduate of Saint Katherine’s School in
Davenport on June 6, 1916. On October 9, 1917, Frances married
Charles W. Elder, a 1909 graduate of Nichols High School. Frances
would preserve her print of the 1907 photograph of Miss Babbitt and
her 42 students and dozens of other town and school photographs.
Scanned images of her valuable historical collection would become
part of the Nichols High School Digital Archives curtesy of her grand-
daughter, Barbara Elder of Nichols.

The 1907 photograph of Miss Madge Babbitt and her 42 students in-
cludes among the 2™ graders all four students who would constitute
the 11*" grade graduates of NHS in 1916. They are: Elsie P. Kirchner,
Amanda E. Rummells, Benjamin F. Nichols and Earl A. Trautman. This
would be the first class to graduate from the three-story brick school
building to be erected in 1915. But the commencement exercises on
June 2, 1916, would be held in the Nichols Opera House as the new
school building would not have a gymnasium/auditorium for such
events until 1934.




&- o eadiniiine s~ i-""- 1- j. I e T a7 el PV i - -
Nichols Public School faculty members circa 1907 Cecil Bangs, Principal, his wife Madge Babbitt Bangs, primary
grades 1-2-3, and Miss Mayme Foley, intermediate grades 4-5-6. The child is Frances Kirchner (Elder) and the




Miss Mayme Foley, teacher grades 4-5-6, \
Nichols Public School, and her 4th grade
student, Frances Kirchner ca. May, 1908.

- -

— 1896.Circa Robert & Mary Black build large
new home in southeast Nichols.
— 1898.0615 Nannie E. Black marries Bernard A.
Kirchner in Nichols, lowa.
— 1899.0425 Frances Kirchner is born in Nichols,
lowa, to Nannie and Bernard Kirchner.
— 1901.0326 Nannie Black Kirchner died Nichols IA
— 1901.Circa Widowed son-in-law and grand-
daughter move into Robert & Mary Black home.
— 1904.0900 Miss Madge Babbitt new teacher
grades 1-2-3 Nichols Public School.
— 1904.0900 Miss Mayme Foley new teacher
grades 4-5-6 Nichols Public School.
— 0000.0000 Miss Babbitt and Miss Foley were
lodgers at the Black home.
— 1907.0500 Frances Kirchner completes grades
1-2-3 with Miss Babbitt.

~ — 1910.0500 Frances Kirchner completes grades

4-5-6 with Miss Foley.
— 1913.0500 Frances Kirchner completes grades

. 7-8-9, Immaculate Conception Academy Davenport

— 1916.0606 Frances Kirchner Graduates grade 12
St. Katharine’s School, Davenport, lowa.

— 1917.1019 Frances Kirchner married Charles W.
Elder in Muscatine, lowa.

- —1952.0500 Mayme Foley retires after 48 years

teaching in the Nichols Public School.




“Report Card” of Charles W. Elder
for his Sophomore year (1907-08)
at Nichols High School where he
would complete what was then
a three-year curriculum and
graduate with the Class of 1909.

The Report Card was part of a large
collection of Nichols school and town
historical documents and photographs
assembled by Charles’ wife, Frances
Kirchner Elder. Their granddaughter,
Barbara Elder, is the source of the
digitized copy of the Report Card.

Mayme Spaulding, who signed the
Report Card as “Teacher” was then
the only teacher at Nichols High School
and had sole responsibility for teaching
all subjects in what was then a 3-year
curriculum. She was (by title and in the
generic sense) the “Principal” teacher
at Nichols High School for
the two school years: 1908 and 1909.

In the years that Mayme Spaulding was
“Principal,” the total enrollment of all
students in all three classes (9-10-11)
was the equivalent of only one small

classroom. Based solely on the number

of graduates during the years 1908-1911

high school enrollment was something
over 8 for 1908 and something over 15

for 1909. The teaching facility then was

still the 40-foot square two-story wood

frame building originally erected at the
north end Nichols in the year 1872.

* Editor, NHS Digital Archives, 2018.0422
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The Commencement Program above for the Nichols

: ELSIE M. PIKE
i

. ELIZABETH M. DORAN
* -

TRt

SMAHDONS]
7\_‘-—/-\\—* Y

Greovrs

GEORGE A. KIRCHNER

MARIE H. RYAN

PRINCIPAL-SMITH TRUMP

MARGARET E. UMSCHIED

CLARENCE R. METCALF
ZELPHA V. STEVENS
LOLA M. HUMMEL

HARRY E. SHANNON

High School Class of 1913 refers to “The Senior Class”
but NHS would offer only a three-year curriculum
(Grades 9-10-11) from 1900 to 1924. NHS graduates
wanting a diploma from a four-year high school would
usually enroll in the senior class at West Liberty High
School. Two members of the NHS Class of 1913,
Clarence Metcalf and Harold Shannon,

are listed among the graduating class in the 1914
Commencement Program for West Liberty High School.

“Miss Smith Trump” was the “Principal” for the

three-year curriculum at NHS for the two school

years 1913 and 1914. For the 1913 school year she
was the sole high school teacher. In September,

1913, Miss Anna Gurtner was employed as
Assistant Principal. In October, 1913, the Iowa
State Board of Education placed NHS on the list
of accredited three-year high schools.

Editor, Nichols High School Digital Archives




(Photo Source; Keith Mllls)

This is a Penny Postcard picture of the Nichols The school building was destroyed by fire on January
Christian Church and the Nichols Public School 27, 1915. Classes were then held in the Nichols
building circa 1910. Both structures were located |Opera House and a church. In May of 1915, the Board
at the north end of the town of Nichols on Grant of Education awarded a contract to Hopp Construc-
Avenue facing south. The school building was tion of Cedar Rapids to erect a new school building
erected in 1872; the church was erected in 1875. on a new site on the east side of the Town of Nichols.
The photograph was taken by William N. Crozier, a | November 29, 1915, was the first day of school in the
commercial photographer living in Riverside, lowa. new three-story brick and stone school building.




Nichols Public

Advertising Freight Car Loads of Cabbage Shipping
from Nichols, lowa, on the Rock Island Railway in 1916

ALl Adurtmunts mede Avrardiog 1 Produce leportar Rulss and Grades

Muscatine County

Cabbage

NICHOLS-MUSCATINE DISTRICT
FANCY-MEDIUM-GREEN-FIRM
ALRIGHT ALREADY CABBAGE ON WHEELS

Daily From July Ist. to November Ist.

J W RUMMELLS, Nichols, lowa

Am shipping cabbage daily, both bulk and crated. If on
market, wire your offer or for prices. Have cars rolling.
Can bill you out a car tonight or divert one or as many as
you W&l‘lt. FANCY DULK DOLLAR A MUNDAED; IF CRATED, 25 CENTS EXTAA

FOR EACH CRATE. F. O B.NICHOLS, WIAL QUICK, CRATLS 15XI5X30
ONTAINING ADCUT 90 POUNDS. NET.

For several years during the mid 1910s J. W.
Rummells, Jr., operated a major produce business in
Nichols, lowa, based primarily on the raising and
marketing of cabbage to midwestern towns. This
@ picture is a northerly view of the Rock Island Railway
tracks at the northwest corner of the Town of Nichols
and was photographed on August 8, 1916.

7
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Photograph of New Nichols School Building Under Construction
Published in The Nichols Courier Newspaper on June 17, 1915
Source: Nichols lowa Centennial Book 1884-1984 Page 52




Nichols Public School Building, Nichols, lowa
The white two-story wood frame school building erected on the north side of Nichols in 1872 was
destroyed by fire on January 27, 1915. In May, 1915, a contract was awarded to the Hopp Construction
Co. of Cedar Rapids, lowa, to erect a new three-story brick and stone school building at a new site on
the east side of Nichols. Construction of the new building, as pictured above, was completed in
November, 1915. November 29, 1915, was the first day of school in the new building. The first
senior class to graduate from the new building held its commencement exercises on June 2, 1916.
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CLASS 1916

requests nour

pressiice lensa 110“

it the ELSIE P. KIRCHNER

e AMANDA E. RUMMELLS
Commencement
5 BENJAMIN F. NicHOLS

l’.\:crrisvs EARL A, TRAUTMAN

at the Opern Wouse

Fridap Evening, Yune sceond

nineteen huudeed-sixteen

CLASS MOTTO
CIFinis coronat opus.” The end
erowns the work.
CLASS COLORS EACULTY

Old Rose anG White PROF. F. H DAWSON

CLASS FLOWER BULA V. BESHEARS
Fiokboss LENA GIERSE
MAYME FOLEY

Baccalaureate Sermon at the ALICE G. BILLING
Christian Church
Sunday Evening, May 28,1916
8 o'clock

| —> Mayme Foley )
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— Triple Funeral for Three Students —
A car carrying six members of the Nichols High
School baseball team was returning from a game in
Conesville on October 2, 1934 , when it crashed into a
vehicle parked along the side of the road. Three
players died from their injuries. A triple funeral for
the three deceased players would be the first event
held in the new auditorium on October 5, 1934.
Source: Muscatine Journal, October 3, 1934

— New Auditorium/Gymnasium 1934 —
In the spring of 1934 the Nichols Board of
Education awarded a contract to the Huntzinger
& Wagner firm of Iowa City for the construction
of an auditorium/gymnasium addition to the
existing schoolhouse building. The total cost
was expected to be about $14,0000.
Source: Muscatine Journal, May 1, 1934




MISS MAYME FOLEY |

The first NHS Mirror yearbook, as published in May 1944, i
was dedicated to Miss Foley for her forty years (1904 to
1944) of teaching the Intermediate Grades in Nichols Public
School. She would teach an additional eight years before
retiring at age 79 in May, 1952.

Miss Foley arrived in the Town of Nichols by train from
Columbus Junction on August 31, 1904, to begin her
teaching career at Nichols Public School, an old two-story
wood-frame structure at the north end of town. For her
first year she was paid $30 per month. On page 3 of the
Muscatine Journal published on May 26, 1905, is a report
that the school board hired Miss Foley for a second year
and increased her salary to $40 per month.

Miss Foley’s father, Andrew Foley, who had emigrated
from Ireland, and her mother Mary Ann Sweeney, whose
|parents had emigrated from Ireland, were married in Boston §
on April 18, 1865. In that same year they would move to a
farm home in 76 Township of Muscatine County, lowa,
where Miss Foley and her seven siblings would be born.

Miss Foley was born on January 22, 1873. She died in
Muscatine, lowa, on March 29, 1957, and was buried in
Ardon Cemetery in 76 Township, Muscatine County, lowa.

— Annotation by Don Smith, Editor NHS Digital Archives




Open House to
Give Opportunity
To View Structure

Nichols Dedication cere-
monies for a new five-room ad-
dition fo the Nichols school,
which has been erected at a cost
of approximately $82.000 are
scheduled here Sunday afternoon,
slarting at 2 p.m. An open house

period will follow the dedication
giving visitors an opportunity to
inspect the improved school facil-
ities,

Extensive Program

The dedication comes as the
climax to a program for improv-
ed school facilities dating back to
early in 1953. In February and
April of thal year, residents of
the schoo] districts in pike town-
ship and a section of Wapsie
township voted to reorganize into
a much larger Nichols Indepéend-
ent district,

With the increased enrollment
resulting from the merger, fac-

Nichols Public School Facilities in 1955
Showing The Newly Constructed
One-Story Grade School Addition.

E |
{

| |

4

light to enter the corridor.

Birl.

ilities at the Nichols school prov-
ed inadequate and on March 13,
1954, a bond issue of $90,000 was
approved by voters of the district,
to build a five room addition, re-
model and enlarge the school
lunch room, remodel and equip
the home. economics room, and
change the heating system for the
entire school.

Work was started on the
ject during the last week of uly,
1954. As work was completed,
classes were moved into the new
section and it is now utilized by
the primary through fifth grades,

The -addition ' vontains approx-
imately 5,500 square feet of floor
space, .wilth each classroom con-
taining at least 750 square feet.

ew Lighting System

One of the desirable features of
the addition is the use of bulater-
a] lighting, permitting daylight to
reach the inside portion of the
classrooms on either side of the
building, The side - lights permit

ro-

Accoustical ceiling not only add
to the beauty of each room but
also serve to subdue nolse. Heat-
ing and ventilation for each room
is individually controlled.

The kindergerden room s a
self-contained teaching unjt. The
room contains a rest room, separ-
ate entrance to the playground,
coat racks, sink, drinking foun-
tain, lavatory as well as shelves
for books and toys .... all scal-
ed to fit a six-year old boy or

The elementary addition now
accomodates about 120 children

8l and will accomodate 150, which
] ls_ the anticipated enrollment
within the coming few years.
| Equipment for the new class-
jrooms cost approximately $3,000;

shop equipmend about $750; and
equipment for the home economics
room about $1,000. The $82,000
cost of the entire pr)::ject also in-
the

llicluded remodelin

home economics rooms and con-
verting the heating system.
Program Arranged

The program for the dedicatlon
ceremony at 2 p.m. Sunday is an-
nounced as follows:

The Rev, ‘Gerald McCray will
give the invocation; Robert Elder,
president of the present school
board, will welcome guesis: Frank
Ralston, county superintendent of
schools, will speak as a represen-
latlive of the county board of edu-
cation; and the main address will
be by the Rev, L, J, Vogel.

Dedication of the building will

be by Ben Nichols,’a past presi
dent of the school board. The Rev
N. A, Bolinger will pronounce th
benediction. i

Music for the event will be b
the Nichols school band under th
direction of Gilbert{Lehman,

The tour of the building wil
begin when the  dedication ha
been completed,

Muscatine Journal
Wednesday
April 20, 1955
Page 14




A report has been mailed from

Guilford Collison, regional super.

S wena s . MameSwar) ®wpyewerewy gww

visor for the State of Iowa De-
partment of Public Instruction.
to Harley Kirkpatrick, president
of Nichols independent school
board of education concerning
the annual visit made to the
Nichols school in November,
1959.

Collison noted that several im-
provements had been made in
the school. He said, however,

that state approval for the Nich

ols high school mav end June

B e —era S mseny

30, 1961 and recommended that
the school board step up reorgan-
jzation studies.

Improvement which Collison
reported had been made includ-
ed: strengthening of the music
instruction by hiring a full-time
teacher; an additional teacher
was hired for the Tth and 8th
grade; additional secondary
classroom was created by divid-
ing a former study hall; im-
provements made in high school
library; curriculum improve

ments made by offering twe
classes in biology; offering a
course in beginning Spanish;

modern lighting installed where
needed; first-rate building main
tenance.

Collison made the following re
commendations:

*(1) Budgeting for school im-
provement should be in the area
of elementary education. Specifi-
cally, you should continue to
build up your room libraries, in-
structional supplies, and audio-
visual aids.

‘2) If transportation can be

Muscatine, Ia., Journal. . Tuesday, Jan. 26, 1960

Nichols School Faced With Loss of
Approval: State Urges Reorganization

arranged, we recommend the %
day I\md_gmnrggg. This move
would also “lree" the teacher in
the other half day of remedial
readihg instruction, office help,

or some other assignment.

““(3) As was suggested in pre-
vious years, you should attempt
to build the unencumbered bal-
ance in the general fund to one-
quarter to one-third of the ex-
penditures anticipated in any one
year. This.is only wise manage-
ment and avoids having to pay
interest on borrowed money.

“(4) My major recommendation
is to explore very thoroughly
school district reorganization.

rDistrict uniiy in this project ap-

pears to be the ultimate answer

9

in the question of eventually
maintaining an elementary at-
tendance center at Nichols.”

Collison’s report continued:

“The Nichols schocl has made
satisfactory progress in the past
year in many areas as pre-
viously noted. We can recom-
mend you for eontinued approval
for the current school year and
-for the 1980-61 school year. How-
ever, because of your limited
secondary pregram of studies
and lack of adequate equipment
in many areas, for example,
science laboratory, June 30, 1961,
will end state approval for the
Nichols secondary school. As
You know when a school’s secon-
dary school becomes unapprov.
ed, the entire system is consider-
ed likewise.

“That is why we urge you to
step up reorganization studies
and vote as a unit to preserve
your elementary school. If you
are not reorganized by June 30,
1961, it would then be necessary
to send your secondary pupiis
to an accredited high school of
your choice in order for your
elementary school to continue to

be aggmved. I am sure that you
would rather be reorganized than
to resort to this alternative."

Copies of the ietier were seii
to Paul L. Strickfaden, Nichols
school superintendent; Frank
Ralston, county superintendent;
Loretta Hollenbeck, secretary;
Ralph Schmitt, Robert Ramer,
Keith Abbott and Shirley Elder,
board members.




Barnhart and Srickfaden Are Named
Top Graduales of Last Nichols Class .

Nichols — Marianne Barnharl
s valedictorian  and  Donnn
tricldaden, salviatoriar, of tie
961 graduating class at Nichols
adependenl  high school, an-

nces Paul Strickfaden, sup-
rinlendent, .

Theee are 22 -xehiors gradual-
Ing In this _final year of high
Next year
Bigh school students will be sent
en & lultion hakls o other
schnols Jn Llhe arca.
Bacealaureale exercises -arc
scheduled Sunday, May 14, at 8
p. m, (cst) at the Nichols® Melh-
odist church. Commienc

will be held. Wednasday, May 17
al 8 p, m. {csU In the high
school gym. !

Miss Barnharl, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Marion Barnsarl, has
chosen, "Toit Lo Succced”, as the
‘heme of her velediclory addvess.
"The Best is Yel Lo Be" is-the
thenie of her.valedictory 'address.
by Miss Strickfaden, ,daughter
of Supt. and Mrs, Paul Strick-
faden. .-

In addition {¢ Lelng honor slud-
enls, both girix have been active
ju wumerous extra enircnlar -ac-
Uvities guring their four years al
Nichals high school.

Marianne, who recently’ was
named recipient of a music ac-
livity scholarship 1o the State
Universily of Jawa, is & Nutist
in the band and holds an olfice

'n lhe music group. She is sec-
cclary of the senior class with
olher. acliviies past and present
“neluding chotus, basketball, stu-
dent -council, Nicholite staff an
junior class play. :
Donna s (reasurer of the sen-
ior class and played basketball
four years, XcrVving as captrin
her juniac ‘year, Her olher ac-
{iviieg have included glee club,
mixed chorus, band, Nicholile
staff, plays and Mirror stafl,

- . Baccalaurcate . s

Sunday’s = Baccalaweale ad-
dress will be delivered by Rev.
Noble Bollinger of the First
Christian chureh, Nichols, “'A
Penny for Your Thought” wil
be his_ topie.

The program will “alse include
processional and recessional by
\illiam Fabritz, music instruc-
tor; invocation and hencdiction
by Rev. Nancy Nichols of: the
First Meihedist chureh: vocal
solo by Anna Lee Douald; read-
ing, “My Mother's Garden,” by
Linda” Rummels: and inslrumen-
Flal solos by Harry Christolfer-
son and Sandra Schmilt,

Commencement ' xpenker noxt
Wednesiay night wil be De.
Walter: J,.. DLaykin, professer of
labor and Indusirial manages
ment,  college  of  commerce,
Stale Univarsity of Jowa, *The
Key fo & Succexsfil Life™ will
be the topic of his address,

Muscatine Journal
May 10, 1961
Page 6

A former inshructor at the
Universily of XKansas, Dr. Day-
kin holds Ph. D, M. A, and
B. A. degrees from SUI in soci-

1olopy and economics. He also

.

altended Graccland college.
He is affilialed with the Order
of* Avlus, Bela Gamma Sigma,
Della Sigma Pi and Church af
Laller Day Sainix. Many of his
arliclex have becn. published-in
the ficld of Iabor legislation” for
law and.economic joprnals, - ;
The ‘Nichols high ‘school- band
will play ‘three sclections! in-
cluding _the - processional maich
fo slart the graduvation progyam.
The invpeation and benediction
will be given by Rev. Naney Ni-
chols. e BT
A voeal number will be pres
sonled by the scventh grade
girls. !
Suporintendent Paul L. Strick-
faden will presenl’ the Class of
1961 Cor ‘graduntion with Ben
Nichaly, president of the board

of educution, ta esent diplomas
{n the fallowing:

Marianne  Barnbart,  Alvin
Classen, Judy Dursi, Carol Fin-
lcy, Donald Green, Slephen Han,
JoAnn Hariman, David Hillver,
Bill Hintermelster, Virgil Hollen-
beek, Forrest Johnslon:

Bernice Rasper, Bill XKline,
Nancy Longstreth, Clarence
Luctizonr, Paily Meyers, Rob-
crt Middagh, Judith Mills, Rob-
ort Oostendorp, Clayd Phelps,
Donnw Strickfaden and Dennis
Fieskamp, ?

Mhe Class Mollo Js “The Roud
Called Toil Leads Up o the City
of Success”. The Class Flower
is the white carnation with Class

Colors, baby blue and -while. .

e —————




A Newspaper
For The Home

ESTABLISHED 1841

IOWA CITY, IOWA, TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1968

IOWA CITY PRESS-CITIZEN

2 SECTIONS — SECTION A

Local W

Warm, Humid
Forecas! — Page 114

~Nichols District to W. Liberty -

-Year School Dispute Resolved

By MICHAEL L. CONKLIN
I'ress - Citizen Staff Writer

A nine-year school reorganiza-
tion court hassle apparently will
come to a quiet end Monday
when the Nichols District be -
comes part of the West Liberty

District.Jon 26 Au es?ust 1968]

On that date, West Liberty
will officially assume control of
the kindergarten through 12th
grade (some 250 students), and
the Nichols School Board will
be dissolved. Because of the last
minute problems created by the
merger, opening day at West
Liberty has been set back from
Aug. 26 to Sept. 3.

The merger will end a court
hassle that has involved the
Nichols School Board, Lone
Tree School Board, Johnson
County Board of Education,
Louisa County Board of Educa-
tion and the Muscatine - Scott
County Board of Education
since 1959. It began then when
Nichols was made a part of
the West Liberty District by the

State Board of Public Instruc-
fion.

The decision was opposed by
several groups who desired 2
merger between Nichols and
Lone Tree instead. Pelitions
were presented for the matter
to be voted on, according to
Marshall Field, then involved
in the controversy as superin-
tendent of Johnson County
Schools.

There never was a vole, said
Field.

Suits were filed and a number
of appeals kept the issue alive
in the courts. The case came
before the State Supreme Court
on several occasions.

During the nine-year delay,
Nichols maintained school for
students from kindergarten
through eighth grades. High
school students went to West
Liberty, Lone Tree, or other
area districts, on a tuition
basis.

Those opposing the merger
finally were given until Aug.

10 by District Court to make
final appeals before the merger
would go into affect Monday.
None came forward, accordiny
to Robert Osmundson, an Jowa
City attorney who represented
those appealing the 1939 decis-
ion. He indicated that he knew
of no new legal action that
would be initiated against the
merger,

Two meetings have been held
recently between the school
boards of Nichols and West Lib-
erty. These were Aug. 13 and
Monday night.

Delmar Jeneary, Superintend-
ent of West Liberty Schools,
said their purpose was to iron
out last minute problems creat-
ed by the merger. He said bus
transportation will be the big-
gest problem.

Jeneary indicated that a class-
room shortage will not be creat-
ed by the merger. Tentatively,
plans call for the new students
in kindergarten through sixth

SCHOOLS  Turn to Page 2A

———————— o

|Liberty District,

‘of about

Schools

Continned From Page 1A

grades to remain at Nichols
School. Seventh and eighth ga
ers will be moved into West
Liberty's new Middle School,
which last year had three em-
ty classrooms. This will involve
about 40 students, he added.

About 40 high school students
from Nichols already attended
West Liberty on a tuition basis,
Jeneary said. About 30 more
will be added as a result on
the merger. However students
from Nichols who are going into
their senior year at other
schools will be allowed to re-
main for their final year, Their
tution will be paid by the West

This will involve about 10 stu-
dents, Jeneary said.
The will mean loss
students at Lone
Tree, according to Supt. Vic-
tor O. Draheim School there
still will open on Monday, he

|said,




Nichols school closes

WL board
reshuffles

district

By DeeAnn Paisley
of the Journal

WEST LIBERTY — The Ni-
chols school huilding closed and
many West Liberty school district
students and staff were switched
around to various buildings but
Superintendent Chris Richardson
can list many benefits brought
about by the changes.

Many parents and, teachers
were highly critical of Richard-
son’s options to close the Nichols
school building and reorganize
building use, when they were

presented in February and
March. Critics especially objected
to moving students in seventh and
eighth grade to the high school
building.

But in March the ‘Nichols build-
mg clios ana i mper all o

e Nichols and West Liberty Kin-
dergarten through second grades
were housed in the elementary
school, third through sixth grades
were at the middle school and
seventh through 12th at the high
school., i

According to Richardson, due
to the closure and subsequent
building = restructure, special
education students in the elemen-
tary grades are no longer bused
to Muscatine but housed in self
contained classrooms.

Muscatine (lowa) Journal
December 1987
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The West Liberty School Board closed the Nichols school in
1987, despite parents who were critical of the decision. ;

For 115 years (1872-1987) these two schoolhouse
buildings provided a valued sense of community
for the Town of Nichols and its surrounding farms.
It is part of our history worth remembering.
The purpose for building the Nichols High School
Digital Archives is to collect, digitize, organize,
and preserve in a form easily accessible by future
generations the presently existing historical record
of the public school system in Nichols, Iowa.
See: www.https://musserpubliclibrary.org

\! J

Nichols Public School
1872 - 1915




