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The original  Alexander  Clark  property  consisted  of a sloping  area  of land  
(approxim ately  120' x 60')  bound by an alley  (west),  Chestnut  Street  (south).  W est 
Third  Street  (east),  and a parking  lot  (north).  Three  structures,  one brick  (123-125  
W est Third)  and the  others  fram e  (307,307  Chestnut)  occupied  the  property  in  what 
is  fast  becom ing  a m ore heavily  com m ercial  than  residential  area.(This  encrochm ent  
eventually  necessitated  m oving  the  brick  house  in  order  to  preserve  it.)  Still  

intact  on the  east  and west sides  of the  lot  was a handsom e sidewalk  com posed of 
6" square  glazed  brick  with  incised  patterns  on each face.  The landscaping  for  all  
three  buildings  was sim ple:  sm all  areas  of grass  for  the  fram e  structures;  fir  hedges  
grass  and one concrete  and one stone  retaining  wall  for  the  brick.

The brick  double  house  is  a two  and one-half  story  gable-roofed  rectangle,  
six  bays  wide  with  a front  porch  and two  flat-roofed  rear  ells.  It  rests  on a 
gentle  slope  behind  a short  concrete  retaining  wall  with  its  ridge  parallel  to  
nearby  W est Third  Street,  M asonry  and m illwork  distinguish  the  building  with  
m odest Italianate  and classical  details;  pairs  of sm all  brackets  and cornice  returns  
at each corner;  dentillation  (or  abbreviated  brackets)  under  the  eaves  at each gable  

end; segm ental  and round  arches  of brick  above  2/2  double  hung sach  windows.  O n the  
front  these  arches  actually  "protrude"  into  the  cornice.  The bay windows  appear  on 
the  gornd  floor  of the  north  and south  sides.

The stone  window  sills  are  sim ple  dressed  and painted  white.  Today one brick  
chim ney  rises  from  the  com posite  shingle  roof.  The front  porch  (added  som etim e  between  
1905 and 1919) consists  of a pent roof  overhang,  three  heavy  square  pilasters  with  

capitals,  a clapboard  rail,  and a lower  range  of lattice  work.  It  is  attached  at the  
center  of the  building  and serves  to  shelter  the  two  central  doorways  and their  flanking  
windows.  Each doorway  is  topped  with  segm ental  arched  transom s  at the  sam e height  as 
the  windows;

The two fram e  houses  originally  on the  Clark  property  were;  two  story  gable  
roofed  rectangles  joined  at right  angles  by a narrow  fram e  addition  and a full  concrete  

and wood porch.Each:was'  essentially  three  bays  wide  although  an additional  bya was 
created  at som e tim e  by joining  the  two  buildings  and installing  an extra  window.
Both  biiildings  were covered  by a thick  asbestos  shingle  siding  m aterial.  Aside  from  
the  overall  shape  and sitting,  neither  of these  fram e  buildings  bore  any resem blance  
to  its  original  clapboard  wood shingle  roofed  appearance.

In  M ay of 1975 the  brick  structure  at 123-125  W est Third  was m oved to  203 W est 
Third.  This  m ove was necessitated  by the  City  of M uscatine's  plans  for  the  construction  
of a H. U. D. elderly  housing  project  on the  original  site  of the  house.  The m ove,*  
then,  was the  only  m eans by which  the  building  could  be preserved  follow ing  
discussions  am ong the  various  federal  agencies  involved  including  the  Departm ent  of 
Housing  and Urban  Developm ent  and the  Advisory  Council.

in  addition,  great  care  was taken  to  assure  that  the  new site  for  this  

handsom e structure  would  be com patable  with  it.  Less than  one half  block  from  the  
original  site,  the  new location  is  residential  in  use. The house  now stands  between  
tow  residences  of sim ilar  scale  and m aterial  and even period  of architectural  style.
In  fact,  the  new location  is  perhaps  m ore suited  to  the  building  due to  its  high  
elevation;  the  building  will  be used as a m useum house  and vandalism  will  be less  
likely.
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Alexander  Clark  (1826  - 1891) was an Afro-Am erican  political  figure,  orator,  
editor,  and M ason of broad  state  and national  im portance.  Historian  L. N. Bergm ann  
identifies  him  as being  "the  m ost prom inent  Negro  in  Iowa  from  Civil  W ar days alm ost  
to  the  close  of the  century."

This  historic  significance  derives  to  a substantial  degree  from  the  pronounced  role  
he played  on behalf  of Black  civil  rights.  Two activities  stand  out in  particular.  First,  

pressed  for  the  enactm ent  of a state  Black  suffrage  am endm ent when in  in  
1868 he was the  guiding  spirit  in  the  "Colored  Convention"  that  was called  in  Des M oines  
to  prom ote  their  cause.  Second, it  was Alexander  Clark  who successfully  led  the  fight  
for  the  adm ission  of Black  children  in  all  public  schools  in  Iowa.  In  1868, as a 
consequence  of appeals  arising  from  Clark's  suit  brought  against  the  M uscatine  school  
board  for  refusing  to  adm it  his  twelve  year  old  daughter  to  gram m er school,  the  Suprem e  
Court  of Iowa  ruled  that  a pupil  could  not be excluded  from  any com m on school  on account  
of race,  nationality,  religion,  or any other  distinctions  which  would  deny equality  
of educational  opportunity.

O f equal significance  was Alexander  Clark's  political  prom inence.  Stum ping  the  state  

O f Iowa  as well  as m ost of the  Southern  states  during  the  Reconstruction  Era,  his  eloquent  
and powerful  oratory  for  Negro  rights  and the  Republican  party  soon gained  him  a 
reputation  as the  colored  orator  of the  W est."  He served  as a delegate  to  the  National  
Colored  Convention  held  in  W ashington,  D. C. in  1869. This  body.appointed  ,hin  chairm an  

O f the  com m ittee  to  lay  before  Congress  the  bounty  and pension  claim s  of colored  soldiers  
and seam en. Furtherm ore,  the  designated  him  to  act as the  spokesm an  of the  com m ittee  that  
called  upon President  G rant  and Vice  President  Colfax  to  extend  to  them  the  congratulations  

O f the  nation  s Black  citizens  on their  election.  Along  m ore strictly  partisan  lines,
C lark  participated  actively  in  the  State  conventions  of the  Republican  party.  He was 
vice  president  of the  Republican  State  Convention  of 1869 as well  as a delegate  at large  
to  the  national  convention  of 1872. In  1873 President  U. S. G rant appointed  him  consul  

to  Aux cayes,  Haiti,  a position  he declined  because  of insufficient  salary.  He later  
accepted  President  Harrison's  appointm ent  in  1890 to  be M inister  Resident  and Consul  
G eneral  to  Liberia,  and served  there  until  his  death  the  follow ing  year.

C lark's  vigorous  social  leadership  also  left  its  im print  on Black  com m unities  across  
the  country.  As a worker  in  benevolent  organizations,  Alexander  Clark  had few  equals.  He 
held  the  position  of G rand M aster  in  the  M asonic  O rder  throughtout  the  1870's  over  

the  states  of M issouri,  Iowa,  M innesota,  and Colorado.  It  was Clark  who organized  all
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the  subordinate  lodges  in  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and M ississippi  and assisted  in  
organizing  their  G rand Lodges. During  m ost of the  1880's  Clark  also  edited  and  
owned the  Chicago  Conservator,  a boldly  written  newspaper  in  support  of Black  
rights.

The principal  residence  of Alexander  Clark  throughout  his  productive  life  was 
located  on his  property  (Lot  1, Block  55) at W est Third  and Chestnut  Streets  
in  M uscatine.  M uscatine  County  Tax List  and Deed records  establish  that  he 
owned and paid  taxes  on this  lot  from  1849 until  his  death.  Prior  to  m id-1879,
C lark  and his  fam ily  lived  in  a fram e  dwelling  situated  on the  southeast  corner  
of the  lot  facing  W est Third:  a building  that  had existed  there  since  1839.
In  June 1878 this  hom e was devastated  by fire  suspected  to  have been ignited  by 
arsonists.  W ithin  less  than  a m onth,  however,  it  was reported  that  the  charred  
rem ains  were being  torn  down and that  there  would  be "a  handsom e new house  put  
up on the  site  this  fall."  By Decem ber 1878, $4,000.00  had been put into  con ­
struction  of the  new double  brick  residence  and m inor  repairs  m ade to  the  older  
residence  on the  lot.  In  the  m eantim e  the  Clarks  lived  at 309 Chestnut  on the  
far  west corner  of their  lot.  (Figures  6, 7) Evidently,  Clark  did  not m ove 

im m ediately  from  this  spot  into  what becam e his  new brick  house,  for  two  con ­
tem porary  city  directories  (O wen's  G azetter  and Directory  of M uscatine  County  
[1879];  A. H. Holland,  Directory  and Business  Record  of the  City  of M uscatine  
for  1883-1886)  list  Clark's  residence  as being  309 Chestnut.  It  seem s likely  

that  the  fam ily  did  eventually  return  to  the  southeast  corner  of the  lot,  
however,  for  the  brick  building  (Figures  3-5)  was far  superior  to  the  fram e  

structure  in  m aterials  and appearance.  This  inference  is  supported  by the  signed  
statem ents  of M r. Harold  Fuller  and M rs. M able  M otier  referred  to  in  the  attached  
list  of bibliographic  sources.

Although  the  architectural  significance  of the  fram e  structures  which  are  included  
in  this  application  m ight  be considered  slim ,  that,  of the  later  double  brick  
house  is  fairly  strong,  for  the  City  of M uscatine  and for  the  State  of Iowa,  this  
building  is  a fine  and well-preserved  exam ple  of a vernacular  treatm ent  of the  
Italianate  style  as it  was interpreted  by late  nineteenth  century  builders  and  
designers.  Italianate  segm ental  arched  windows  project  into  the  frieze;  classical  
but curved  dentilation  appears  under the  eaves;  and scroll  brackets  drop  from  the  

corners.  The birck  Clark  house  is  also  one of few  double  brick  houses  rem aining  
in  M uscatine.  W ith  really  two  houses  under one roof,  the  double  nature  of the  
building  is  revealed  by the  two  adjacent  entryways  at the  front.

In  addition  to  being  the  property  of a prom inent  citizen  the  entire  Clark  property  
is  subtly  bounded  as a unit  by its  adjacent  ornam ental  brick  walkway.  All  three  
Clark  residences  are  on the  fringes  of what is  fast  becom ing  a m odern and sem i-m odern  
com m ercial,  public  facility  area  of M uscatine.
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W illiam s'  M uscatine  Directory,  City  G uide  and Business  M irror  Volum e I_  

1859-1860.  M uscatine:  R. M . Burnett,  1859, page 37.

Root,  0. E. , Root's  M uscatine  City  Directory.  Davenport:  Luse & G riggs
Publishing  House, 1866, page 34.

Holland's  M uscatine  City  Directory  for  1869-1870.  Chicago:  W estern
Publishing  Com pany, 1869, page 48.

VanPatten's  M uscatine  City  Directory  1877-1878.  M uscatine:  Tribune  Job
O ffice  Printers,  page 32.

O wen's G azetter  and Directory  of M uscatine  County,  1879. page 53

Holland,  A. H.,  Directory  and Business  Record  of the  City  of M uscatine  
from  1883-1886.  O ttum wa, Iowa:  Branch  Publication  O ffice,  page 55.

O fficial  M uscatine  Courthouse  Records

Tax Lists  for  the  City  of M uscatine  for  the  years  1854-1891.

Registered  Deeds, Volum e C, page 61; Volum e J, page 107.

M ortgage  Register  Book, Volum e 20, page 133.

Newspapers
M uscatine  Daily  Journal  on the  follow ing  dates:

July  1, 1878, page 4 
July  22, 1878, page  
Decem ber 31, 1878  
August 12, 1890  
August 25, 1890  
O ctober  3, 1890  
M ay 31, 1940
M uscatine  Evening  Journal,  Septem ber  18, 1893, page 3.

Recollections,  Pam phlets,  Scrapbooks
Signed  statem ents  by M r. Harold  Fuller  and M rs. M able  M otier  testifying  
that  their  father  (Anthony  Fuller)  stated  he carried  bricks  at age 10 or 

12 (1877-1879)  for  the  brick  house  on Chestnut  and Third  Street  and that  
he rem em bered  Alexander  Clark  lived  there.  In  Review  Com m ittee  file  for  
County  70, Historic  Preservation  Division,  State  Historical  Departm ent  
of Iowa,  B-13  M aclean  Hall,  Iowa  City,  Iowa  52242.
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Photograph  of Alexander  Clark  residence  prior  to  June 30, 1878, with  brief  
history  of sam e, in  scrapbook  prepared  for  P. M . M usser Library  by C. L. 
G raham , 1908-1910,  entitled  "Views  of Early  M uscatine,  Pt.  #1."

Rev. J. W . Laws, "O ration  on the  Life  of Hon. Alexander  Clark,"  with  
introductory  statem ent  by T. S. Parvin.  Pam phlet  at Division  of Historical  
Society,  State  Historical  Departm ent  of Iowa,  402 Iowa  Avenue, Iowa  City,  

Iowa 52240.

SECO NDARY SO URCES
Bergm ann, Leola  Nelson,  "The  Negro  in  Iowa,"  Iowa  Journal  of History  and  

Politics.  46 (January,  1948),  50-53,  82.
Sim m ons, Rev. W illiam  J.,  M en of M ark; Em inent  Progressive  and Rising,  1887;  

reprint  ed..  New York:  Arno  Press,  1968, pages 1097-100.
G allaher,  Ruth  A.,  "A  Colored  Convention,"  The Palim psest  2:6  (June,  1921),  

178-181.
The United  States  Biographical  Dictionary  and Portrait  G allery  Df Em inent  

and Self-M ade  M en, Iowa  Volum e. Am erican  Biographical  Publishing  Com pany,
1878,  pages 536-541.

The History  of M uscatine  County,  Iowa. Chicago:  W estern  Historical  Com pany,
1879,  pages 597-598.

Briggs,  John E.,  "Iowa  and the  Diplom atic  Service,"  Iowa  Journal  of History  
and Politics,  19:3  (July,  1921),  321-365.

Com m ent by the  editor,  "The  Inalienable  Right  of Education,"  Palim psest  8:5  
(M ay, 1927),  183.



O riginal  location  of 
Clark  Buildings

M USCATINE, IO W A

Building  outlines  from  
1919 Sanborn  Fire  M aps

New site  for  
Clark  House





- Property

State SI
M. a,-.^
f-urzf-.

W orking  Num ber^-"2/, 7S7¥‘^¥

TECHNICAL
Photos —^ 

Haps __(_

^ oji&l CONTOOL

(O^ 3. J/ 7j T

HISTORIAN 

/5ccfi.^£ 

£.S^vJjbfe 

V-2.-75-
ARCHITECTURAL HI

» 

IsLAoOt^

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
Aotirfr'
0&l€
4-8'7^

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

National  Register  W rite-up  

Federal  Register  Entry

Send-back fP

Re-subm it  ________

Entered

INT:2106-74

United  States  Departm ent  of the  Interior  National  Park  Service  W ASO No. 7



PropeHy ^ ^ /

nboooi%

1 %

state 0
c>a( —'

Workina Number r-\

1 •■U ri JN^

TECHNICAL
Photos /

Maps /j

CONTROL

V\t^Si^yv^ tt) UauJl

hS^OUy>>^ - ^

HISTORIAN

5 o<#?^
teWte eS a y»^00^ ^ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

El Vs SePhastwp (WCaPt
^i2oct0rt«»s WmcH- \)io2e R«L^teC> ^ '-^fiewiCM

^oOccow^. Ht.w©WR, \2.Qc;r76

ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER

Inventory

Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

CHIEF

KEEPER

OGT 14 1976

IN T :2 i 06- 74

National  Register  W rite-up  __________  Send-back
Federal  Register  Entry  /X—7 Re-subm it

Entered

United  States  Departm ent  of the  Interior  National  Park  Service  W ASO No. 7









STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

M arch 18, 1975

Dr. W illiam  J. M urtagh  
Keeper
National  Register  of Historic  Places  
W ashington,  D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. M urtagh:

Please  find  enclosed  herewith  the  com pleted  and approved  National  
Register  nom ination  form s  for  the  Clark  Property,  M uscatine,  Iowa.  
W e would  appreciate  it  very  m uch if  you would  have  your  staff  
review  this  nom ination  for  National  Register  status.

Thank you for  your  courtesies  and cooperation  in  this  m atter.

Sincerely,

Adrian  D, Anderson,  Director  
Historic  Preservation  O fficer

ADA: pah

Enclosures

cc:  City  of M uscatine
M rs.Robert  Veerhusen

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL. IOWA CITY. IOWA 522A2

TELEPHONE 31 9-353-6949/31 9-353-4-1 S6



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

M ay 16, 1975

Dr. W illiam  J. M urtagh
National  Register  of Historic  Places
W ashington,  D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. M urtagh:

This  is  to  inform  you that  the  Alexander  Clark  House (Brick)  of 
M uscatine,  Iowa  has been m oved to  a new site:  209 W est Third  Street,
M uscatine.

This  m ove was necessitated  by the  City  of M uscatine's  plans  for  

the  construction  of a H. U. D. elderly  housing  project  on the  
original  site  of the  house.  The m ove, then,  was the  only  m eans by 
which  the  building  could  have  been preserved  follow ing  discussions  
am ong the  various  federal  agencies  involved  including  the  Departm ent  
of Housing  and Urban  Developm ent  and the  Advisory  Council.

In  addition,  great  care  was taken  to  assure  that  the  new site  for  
this  handsom e structure  would  be com patible  with  it.  Less than  
one half  block  from  the  original  site,  the  new location  is  residential  
in  use. The house  now stands  between  two  residences  of sim ilar  scale  
and m aterial  and even  period  of architectural  style.  In  fact,  
the  new location  is  perhaps  m ore suited  to  the  building  due to  
its  high  elevation;  the  building  will  be used  as a m useum house  and  

vandalism  will  be less  likely.

Please  consider  this  an am endm ent to  the  National  Register  nom ination  
form  for  the  Clark  Property  which  was sent  to  your  office  earlier  
this  year.  Although  that  nom ination  form  refers  to  three  structures,  
only  the  brick  structure  will  actually  rem ain  to  be considered  by 

the  National  Register.

Sincerely,

Adrian  D. Anderson
State  Historic  Preservation  O fficer

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. IOWA 53243

TELEPHONE 319-353-6949/319-353-4186



H34-PR

Mvlsloa of Historic Preservation

B-13  M seLoaa Ball

B«i»aaa it baaon wf doafc for sigaatnro urtioa yoor latter

policy if it bad
or ad41ti«Balaro  rotnralag  it  to  pou for  tho  ebango  of addraaa

graph  on tho  oalim t  points  aho«£ the  aeecaalty  for  tbs
tbo  appropriate

Sorry  to  bava  to  pot yon to  tba  trolls  of prapariag  a
bnt «a would  be unable  to rawiav  witlW M it  tba
additional  lafom atieai.

Slncarely  yours

Charles  Harrington
Acting  Keaper of tilw  national

bcc:  DG -Advisory  Council

BASIC FILE  RETAINED IN  PRC Herrington:fdf  5-29-75FNP:





.

HERMAN E, TALMAD6E, GA„ CHAIRMAN 
JAMES O. EASTLAND, MISS. CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR.
OEOROE MC GOVBRNf 8. DAK. 
JAMES BfALLEN. ALA. 
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. 
WALTER D. HUDDLESTON. KY. 
DICK CLARK. IOWA *

GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT. 
MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK. 
I ROBERT DOLE, KANS. 
HENRY BELLMON, OKLA. 
JESSE HELMS, N.C.

COTYS M. M0U6ER, CHIEF CLERK
mtnUeb

COMMITTEE ON 
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

Septem ber  19, 1976

Congressional  Liaison  O ffice  
National  Park  Service  
Departm ent  of the  Interior  
W ashington,  D. C. 20240

Dear Sir/M adam :

Attached  for  your  consideration  is  a copy of a letter  I 
received  from  M rs. Robert  Veerhusen  with  respect  to  the  efforts  
of citizens  of M uscatine,  Iowa  to  have the  Alexander  Clark  House 
placed  on the  National  Register  of Historic  Sites.

I am happy  to  indicate  m y interest  in  this  effort,  and to  
ask that  it  be given  every  appropriate  consideration.

Please  direct  your  reply  to  m y office  in  the  Federal  
Building,  Cedar Rapids,  Iowa  52401.

Thank you for  your  assistance  in  this  m atter.

Sincerely,

D ick  Clark

DC:cb
enclosure
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JOHN C. 8TENNI8, M18S.. CHAIRMAN
STUAia SYMINGTON, MO. 
HENR^. JACKSON, WASH. 
HOWARD W,r CANNON. NEV. 
THOMAS J. MC INTYRE, N.H. 
HARRY P. BYRD, JR.. VA. 
SAM NUNN, GA.
JOHN C. CULVER, IOWA 
GARY HART, COLO.
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT.

STROM THURMOND, 8.C. 
JOHN TOWER. TEX,
BARRY GOLDWATER, ARtZ. 
WILLIAM L. SCOTT, VA. 
ROBERT TAFT, JR., OHIO 
DEWEY F. BARTLETT, OKLA.

T. EDWARD BRASWELL, JR., CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR

^icx{e» ^enale

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

Septem ber  28, 1976

W illiam  J. M urtaugh  
O ffice  of Archeology  and  

Historical  Preservation  
National  Park  Service
United  States  Departm ent  of the  Interior  
W ashington,  D.C.

Dear M r. M urtaugh:

It  has been brought  to  m y attention  that  the  
Alexander  Clark  Hom e in  M uscatine,  Iowa,  has  
been subm itted  to  your  office  for  inclusion  
in  the  National  Register  of Historic  Places.

I would  like  to  request  that  you give  every  
appropriate  consideration  to  this  nom ination.

I greatly  appreciate  your  assistance  in  this  

m atter .

JO HN C. CULVER,

JCC:dpt

333 Federal  Building  
Davenport,  Iowa  52801



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

1 O ctober  1976

Dr. W illiam  J. M urtagh,  Keeper  

National  Register  of Historic  Places  

National  Park  Service  

Departm ent  of the  Interior  

W ashington,  D,C, 20240

Dear Sir:

The enclosed  nom ination  for  the  Alexander  Clark  House^ M iscatine,  

M uscatine  County,  Iowa,  is  subm itted  for  your  consideration  for  the  

National  Register  of Historic  Places.  Procedures  used  by this  office  

to  m eet requirem ents  pertaining  to  public  notification  and com m ent 
have  been approved  by, and are  on file  in,  your  office.

This  property  was approved  at the  state  level  in  April,  1976, I|̂ch  

to  our em barrassm ent,  we discovered  only  today  that  the  nom ination  

had not gone forward  to  your  office,  contrary  to  our own beliefs.  

Therefore,  we would  appreciate  any m easures  you  m ay be able  to  

take  to  expedite  consideration  of the  Clark  House for  the  Register.

Thank you very  m uch.

Sincerely, j

Adrian  D. Andersoh
State  Historic  Preservation  O fficer

enc

B.13 MAC LEAN H A l_ l_ IOWA CITY. IOWA 53243

TELEPHONE 319-353-6949/319-353-4186
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ENTRIES IN  THE NATIO NAL REG ISTER

STATE loak

Date  Entered O CT 14 1976

Nam e Location

Clulc* AlMHUMUir, BOttM HttsestiiMi 
Muscatin* County

Also  Notified

Hon. Dick  Clark  
Hm u John  C. Cttlyer
Hon* Bdwwrd M arvlnsky  

Rogloaal  Director,  M idwest  

Region

f 880 M M ott/row 10/22/76

State  Historic  Presarwatlon  O fficer
M r. Adrian  Anderson
D irector,  State  Historical  Departam it
D ivision  of Historic  Fresarvation
H-13  M aciaan  Hall
Iowa  City,  Iowa S2242

INT:  2950-75
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Hooontbl« Dlclc dark 
United Ststea a«Mtar 
Fedeml BtOldJu*
CSedar Bapids» lowi 92k01

Dear Senator dark:

Thank yon for yoar raceot JLattar on Mhalf of Mra.
Oaji

Baglstar offiee, Maroh 21, 1975. It was retaraed to the State for add!* 
tional infhraatloB and we hare haan adviMd \3uA the ftna are non 
OQ^plaia maA will ha formardad to tha Martional Baglatar altlmit dales'.
As soon as «a raeaisa the fona on tha Alasaadar dsak Hsnaa, «a will 
eoqpadita tha ravlew of tha acaiaation «ad advise jvm lasirtlntiilT if 

jrogarty is listed in tha Batioeal Bagistor.

Ife aivraeiata soar iaterast in historic prasarvation.

Siaeeraly years,

Ernest Allen Conaally

Sssooiate

Blraeter

hoc:
Begioiua  M r.,  M idwest)

ee: Toar Hashingtoa  O ffice  
bco:
M r. Adrian  Anderson  
Director  
State  Histcnrical  Departm ent  
Dirision  of HistoM e  Preservation  
B-13  M cLean Hall
Iowa  City,  Iowa 52242)  w/c  of inc.

001-Reading  File/  700/ 760/ 88O ) l60-Curry)  190) / 190-Dir.  Chron.
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ŷsAsii
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TELEPHONE REPORT
Of f ic e o f  Ar c h eo l o g y and His t o r ic Pr es er v at io n

Pr o j ec t  : dXu/K. ^

To /Fr w i: '^nZ>‘̂ /%//e^ Dat e  : /2.2 /■ 7.^

Add r es s : Pho ne  : 3 - <PJ^/

St a f f  Member : Div is io n : /7/C^ .

Repo r t  j . ^ >

C>yn// -74o^.u<>t#v*> .

//7 C^ ^^

^5 /ta&^ ^ ^

JZ-^ ^ix a S^ (S-^-'-'-^



W ed. Dec. 20th  at 3:10  I received  a call  from :  

Bertine  M otley  319/362-8521  

She has an EM ERG ENCY

The Alexander  Clark  House in  M uscatine,  Iowa  

is  scheduled  for  dem olition  Jan. 7th  or earlier.  

House is  listed  on the  Register  she says,  and  

she and others  want to  pull  out all  stops  to  

save  it.

Today,  Thurs.  Dec. 21, she is  appearing  on a 

talk  show  at station  W Q AD in  Rock Island,  lA.  

from  11:30  - 1:30.  She suggested  you try  to  

reach  her there  - use your  discretion,  but  

do call,  as she has talked  to  David  Hales  ofc.  

about  this  also.  Thanks.

% Sally  M ayer

-



TELEPHONE REPORT

Of f ic e o f  Ar c h eo l o g y and His t o r ic  Pr es er v at io n

Pr o j ec t :
Alexander  Clark  House M uscatine,  Iowa

To /Fr o m: M . Bowers Dat e : 12.21.78

Add r es s :
Iowa  SHPO staff

Pho ne :

St a f f  Member :
B. Frandsen

Div i s io n :
NAT.REG ,

Repo r t :
M arty  said  that  Pat Eckhardt,  grants  m anager,  had the  m ost infrm ation  

but she is  out today.
M s. Bertine  M otley  is  the  owner of the  A. Clark  House,(hom e  of natlonall  
prom inent  Black  activist  during  reconstruction  period,  and US Consul  
to  Liberia , etc) .
The City  of M uscatine  has,since  the  structure  was m oved in'76  attem pted  
to  be lenient  with  M s. M otley  about bringing  the  structure  up to  code.  
Evidently  the  foundation  was faulty  and little  work  has been done on 
it  since.  Iowa  has continued  to  offer  her a grant,  holding  the  m oney 
while  she sought  a m atch. She has not been able  to  find  one as yet.  
and Iowa  has not been able  to  give  her the  m oney needed to  bring  the  hou  
house  up to  m inim um  code requirem ents  of the  City.  It  faces  dem olition  
as an eyesore  and public  safety  hazard  as it  is  not even fenced  off  

and is  serious  need of stabilization.  M s. M otley  does not seem to  
have the  experience  to  organize  a drive  for  the  m atching  m oney.

It  has been suggested  that  she sell  the  structure  to  som eone who can  
com e up with  the  necessary  m oney, but she seem s to  have refused  this
idea,  despite  the  fact  thqt  ikHy  there  are  som e offers  and interested  

parties.

Her style  is  to  contact  everyone,  so calling  Hales  was not unusual,  it  

appears .
Iowa  has been very  interested  in  preserving  this  house  but is  unable  

to  do so until  M s. M otley  either  sells  or gets  organized  enough to  get  

the  m atching  funds  together.



DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

3:'-

January  23, 1979

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

M r. John Frisbie
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  
740 Jackson  Place,  N.W .
W ashington,  D. C. 20006

Dear M r. Frisbie:

W e talked  on the  pnone on Tuesday  about the  plight  of the  
Alexander  Clark  House in  M uscatine,  Iowa  which  is  endangered.  I 
asked  you if  it  would  qualify  for  the  Trust's  funds  for  endangered  
properties,  and you asked  m e to  supply  you with  m ore inform ation  
upon which  to  base a judgem ent.  Below  follows  a brief  description  
of the  situation  and attached  are  historical  research  m aterials  
and docum entation  for  the  building.

The Alexander  Clark  House is  certainly  endangered.  The City  of 
M uscatine,  after  m any requests  to  the  owners  to  repair  the  building  
and granting  of m any "one  m ore chances','  lost  its  patience  and  
voted  to  dem olish  the  building  on Decem ber 6, 1978. W e intervened  
and requested  a postponem ent  of this  dem olition  until  M arch 6, 1979  
to  give  us tim e  to  find  a buyer  for  the  building  with  the  desire  
and ability  to  restore  the  building  and satisfy  the  city  housing  
code. This  was granted.

W e now need a buyer,  and a loan  from  you would  certainly  encourage  
one and precipitate  the  saving  of the  building.  In  addition  to  
needing  a new owner,  the  building  is  in  very  unstable  condition,  
needing  im m ediate  attention  to  its  structure.  W e have already  
received  approval  for  a stabilization  grant  from  H.C.R.S.  for  
$8,000  for  this  work. Even with  this  funding,  it  will  be hard  to  
find  a buyer  willing  to  take  on such  a project.

W e need to  know if  you think  this  property  qualifies  for  a Trust  
grant  and what your  program  has to  offer  in  the  way of term s,  
interest  rates  and tim e  fram es.  Please  m ake a determ ination  soon  
as tim e  is  short  to  save  the  building.

I know that  only  you can determ ine  national  significance,  but we 
believe  that  Alexander  Clark,  active  from  early  on in  the  Equal  
Rights  M ovem ent and an Am bassador to  Liberia  has national  significance.

Sincerely ,

Patricia  Eckhardt  
G rants  Coordinator

Z 6 EAST MARKET STREET . IOWA CITY, IOWA 52a40

TELEPHONE (319) 3 5 3-4.186/353-6949
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A
ALEXANDER CL7iP.K  PRO PERTY

Alexander  Clark  (1826-91)  was an Afro-Am erican  political  

figure,  orator,  editor  and M ason of broad  state  and national  

im portance.  Historian  L. N. Bergm ann identifies  him  as being  

"the  m ost prom inent  Negro  in  Iowa  from  Civil.  W ar days alm ost  

to  the  close  of the  century. "

This  historic  significance  derives  to  a substantial  

degree  from  the  pronounced  role  he played  on behalf  of the  

Black  civil  rights.  Two activities  stand  out in  particular.  

First,  he vigorously  pressed  for  the  enactm ent  of a state  

black  suffrage  am endm ent when in  1868 he was a guiding  spirit  

in  the  "Colored  Convention"  that  was called  in  Des M oines  to  

prom ote  their  cause. Second, it  v/as  Alexander  Clark  who 

successfully  led  the  fight  for  the  adm ission  of black  children  

to  all  public  schools  in  Iowa. In  1868, as a consequence  of 

appeals  arising  from  Clark's  suit  brought  against  the  

M uscatine  school  board  for  refusing  to  adm it  his  twelve-year-  

old  daughter  to  gram m ar school,  the  Suprem e Court  of Iowa  

ruled  that  a pupil  could  not be excluded  from  any com m on 

school  ,on  account  of race,  nationality,  religion,  or any  

other  distinctions  which  would  deny equality  of educational  

opportunity.

O f equal significance  was Alexander  Clark's  political  

prom inence.  Stum ping  the  state  of Iowa  as well  as m ost of 

the  Southern  states  during  the  Reconstruction  Era,  his  eloquent  

and powerful  oratory  for  Negro  rights  and the  Republican  party  

soon gained  him  a reputation  as "the  colored  orator  of the



VJest."  He served  as a delegate  to  the  National  Colored  

Convention  held  in  W ashington,  D. C. in  1869. This  body  

appointed  him  chairm an  of the  com m ittee  to  lay  before  Congress  

the  bounty  and pension  claim s  of colored  soldiers  and seam en. 

Furtherm ore,  they  designated  him  to  act as the  spo);esm an  

of a com m ittee  that  called  upon President  G rant  and Vice  

President  Colfax  to  extend  to  them  the  congratulations  of 

the  nation's  black  citizens  on their  election.  Along  m ore  

strictly  partisan  lines,  Clark  participated  actively  in  the  

State  conventions  of the  Republican  party.  He was a vice  

president  of the  Republican  State  Convention  of 1869 as well  

as a delegate  at large  to  the  national  convention  of 1872.

In  1873 President  U. S. G rant  appointed  him  consul  to  Aux 

Cayes, Haiti,  a position  he declined  because  of the  insufficient  

salary.  He later  accepted  President  Harrison's  appointm ent  

in  1890 to  be M inister  Resident  and Consul G eneral  to  Liberia,  

and served  there  until  his  death  the  following  year.

C lark's  vigorous  social  leadership  also  left  its  im print  

on black  com m unities  across  the  country.  As a worker  in  

benevolent  organizations,  Alexander  Clark  had few  equals.  He 

held  the  position  of G rand M aster  in  the  M asonic  O rder  

throughout  the  1870 's  over  the  states  of M issouri,  Iowa,  

M innesota  and Colorado.  It  was Clark  who organized  all  the  

subordinate  lodges  in  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and M ississippi  and  

assisted  in  organizing  their  G rand Lodges. During  m ost of 

the  1880 's  Clark  also  edited  and owned the  Chicago  Conservator,  

a boldly  written  newspaper  in  support  of Black  rights.
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The principal  residence  of Alexander  Clark  throughout  

his  productive  life  was located  on his  property  (Lot  1, Block  55)  

at V?est Third  and Chestnut  Streets  in  M uscatine.  M uscatine  

County  Tax List  and Deed records  establish  that  he owned and  

paid  taxes  on this  lot  from  1849 until  his  death.  Prior  to  

m id-1879,  Clark  and his  fam ily  lived  in  a fram e  dwelling  

situated  on the  southeast  corner  of the  lot  facing  W est Third:  

a building  that  had existed  there  since  1839. In  June, 1879  

this  hom e was devastated  by fire  suspected  to  have been  

ignited  by arsonists.  W ithin  less  than  a m onth, however,  it  

was reported  that  the  charred  rem ains  were  being  torn  down and  

that  there  would  be "a  handsom e new house  put up on the  site  

this  fall."  In  the  m eantim e  the  Clarks  lived  at 309 Chestnut  

on the  far  west corner  of their  lot.  (Figures  6, 7) Evidently,  

Clark  did  not m ove im m ediately  from  this  spot  into  what 

becam e his  new brick  house,  for  two  contem porary  city  

directories  (O wen's G azetter  and Directory  of M uscatine  

County  (1879);  A. H. Holland,  Directory  and Business  Record  

of the  City  of M uscatine  for  1883-1886)  list  Clark's  residence  

as being  309 Chestnut.  It  seem s likely  that  the.  fam ily  did  

eventually  return  to  the  southeast  corner  of the  lot,  however,  

for  the  brick  building  (Figures  3-5)  was far  superior  to  the  

fram e  structure  in  m aterials  and appearance.  This  inference  

is  supported  by the.signed  statem ents  of M r. Harold  Fuller  

and M rs. M able  M otier  referred  to  in  the  attached  list  of 

bibliographic  sources.

The Alexander  Clark  Property  consists  of a sloping  area  

of land'  (approxim ately  120' x 60')  bound by an alley  (west).
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Chestnut  Street  (south)  , W est Third  (east)  and a par)cing  lot  

(north).  Three  structures,  one briclc  (125-123  W est Third,  

Figure  3) and the  others  fram e  (307,309  Chestnut,  Figure  5) 

occupy  the  property  in  what is  fast  becom ing  a m ore heavily  

com m ercial  than  residential  area.  Even within  the  boundaries  

of the  lot  itself,  parking  lots  intrude  on an area  where  

outbuildings,  such  as stables,  once stood.  Still  intact  on 

the  east  and west sides  of the  lot  is  a handsom e sidewalk  

com posed of 6” square  glazed  brick  with  incised  patterns  

on each face  (Figure  3). The landscaping  for  all  three  

buildings  is  sim ple:  sm all  areas  of grass  for  the  fram e

structures;  fir  hedges,  grass  and one concrete  and one stone
f

retaining  wall  for  the  brick.

The brick  double  house (Figures  3-5)  is  a two  and one-half  

story  gable-roofed  rectangle,  six  bays  wide  with  a front  porch  

and two flat-roofed  rear  ells.  It  rests  on a gentle  slope  

behind  a short  concrete  retaining  wall  with  its  ridge  parallel  

to  nearby  W est Third  Street.  M asonry  and m ill  work  distinguish  

the  building  with  m odest Italianate  and classical  details:  

pairs  of sm all  brackets  and cornice  returns  at each corner;  

dentillation  (or  abbreviated  brackets)  under the  eaves  at 

each gable  end; segm ental  and round  arches  of brick  above  

the  2/2  double  hung sash  windows. O n the  front,  these  arches  

actually  "protrude"  into  the  cornice.  Two bay windows  appear  

on the  ground  floor  of the  north  and south  sides.

The stone  window  sills  are  sim ply  dressed  and painted  

white.  Today, one brick  chim ney  rises  from  the  com posite



shingle  roof.  The front  porch  (added  som etim e  between  

1905.  and 1919) consists  of a pent roof  overhang,  three  heavy  

square  pilasters  with  capitals,  a clapboard  rail  and a lower  

range  of lattice  work. It  is  attached  at the  center  of the  

building  and serves  to  shelter  the  two  central  doorways  and  

their  flanking  windows. Each doorway  is  topped  with  segm ental  

arched  transom s  at the  sam e height  as the  windows.

The two fram e  houses  on the  Clark  property  are  two  

story  gable  roofed  rectangles  joined  at right  angles  by a 

narrow  fram e  addition  and a full  front  concrete  and wood porch  

(Figures  6, 7). Each is  essentially  three  bays  wide  although  

an additional  bay was created  at som e tim e  by joining  the  two  

buildings  and installing  an extra  window. Both  buildings  

are  covered  by a thick  asbestos  shingle  siding  m aterial.

The ridge  of the  far  west structure  (309  Chestnut)  is  parallel  

to  the  street.  Its  gable  pitch  is  m uch lower  than  that  of 

what is  assum ed to  be its  younger  neighbor  (307  Chestnut)  

to  the  east.  Both  houses  have double  hung sash  windows  and  

the  doorway  of each is  at the  right  of center.  Concrete  

steps  to  the  side  provide  approaches  to  the  doorways.  At 

the  rear,  each building  has a one-story  pent roofed  addition.  

That of 309 Chestnut  was added som etim e  before  1883 and the  

other  by 1888.  309 chestnut  also  shows a two  story  flat

roofed  section  between  the  pent roofed  addition  and the  m ain  

block!  M aps show that  this  addition  has existed  since  before  

1883 also.  Each building  has one brick  chim ney  near the  

center  of the  com posite  single  roof.  An additional  stack  

appears  in  what m ust have  been the  sum m er kitchen  of 307.



X

The foundation  of each building  is  covered  with  cem ent. Aside  

from  the  overall  shape  and siting,  neither  of these  fram e  

buildings  bears  resem blance  to  its  original  clapboard  wood 

shingle  roofed  appearance.

At this  point,  no investigation  of the  interior  of these  

buildings  has been m ade. W hile  none of them  is  unique  in  Iowa  

architecture,  307 Chestnut  appears  to  be a very  early  exam ple  

of dom estic  architecture  in  M uscatine  and the  brick  dwelling  

at 123-125  W est Third  a well  preserved  and handsom e excunple  of 

double  house  Italianate  construction.
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FIGURE 1

1883 SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAP INDICATING BUILDINGS AND 

STRUCTURES LOCATED ON ALEXANDER CLARK'S PROPERTY WITHIN 

THE CITY OF MUSCATINE (BLOCK 55, LOT 1) ■
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