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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original Alexander Clark property consisted of a sloping area of land
(approximately 120' x 60') bound by an alley (west), Chestnut Street (south), West
Third Street (east), and a parking lot (north). Three structures, one brick (123-125
West Third) and the others frame (307,307 Chestnut) occupied the property in what
is fast becoming a more heav11y commercial than residential area.(This encrochment
eventually necessitated moving the brick house in order to preserve it.) Still
intact on the east and west sides of the lot was a handsome sidewalk composed of
6" square glazed brick with incised patterns on each face. The landscaping for all
three buildings was simple: small areas of grass for the frame structures; fir hedges
grass and one concrete and one stone retaining wall for the brick.

The brick double house is a two and one-half story gable-roofed rectangle,
six bays wide with a front porch and two flat-roofed rear ells. It rests on a
gentle slope behind a short concrete retaining wall with its ridge parallel to
nearby West Third Street. Masonry and millwork distinguish the building with
modest Italianate and classical details: pairs of small brackets and cornice returns
at each corner; dentillation (or abbreyiated brackets) under the eaves at each gable
end; segmental and round arches of brick above 2/2 double hung sach windows. On the
front these arches actually "protrude" into the cornice. The bay windows appear on
the gornd floor of the north and south sides.

The stone window sills are simple dressed and painted white. Today one brick
chimney rises from the composite shingle roof. The front porch (added sometime between
1905 and 1919) consists of a pent roof overhang, three heavy square pilasters with
capitals, a clapboard rail, and a lower range of lattice work. It is attached at the
center of the building and serves to shelter the two central doorways and their flanking
windows. Each doorway is topped with segmental arched transoms at the same height as
the windows.

The two frame houses originally on the Clark property- were two story gable
roofed rectangles joined at right angles by a narrow frame addition and a full concrete

and wood porch.Each.was essentially three bays wide although an additional bya was
created at some time by joining the two buildings and installing an extra window.
Both buildings were covered by a thick asbestos shingle siding material. Aside from
the overall shape and sitting, neither of these frame buildings bore any resemblance
to its original clapboard wood shingle roofed appearance.

In May of 1975 the brick structure at 123-125 West Third was moved to 203 West
Third. This move was necessitated by the City of Muscatine's plans for the construction ‘
of a H. U. D. elderly housing project on the original site of the house. The move,,
then, was the only means by which the building could be preserved following
discussions among the various federal agencies involved including the Department of
Housing and Urban Development and the Advisory Council.

In addition, great care was taken to assure that the new site for this
handsome structure would be compatable with it. Less than one half block from the
original site, the new location is residential in use. The house now stands between
tow residences of similar scale and material and even period of architectural style.
In fact, the new location is perhaps more suited to the building due to its high
elevation; the building will be used as a museum house and vandalism will be less
likely.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Alexander Clark (1826 - 1891) was an Afro-American political figure, orator,
editor, and Mason of broad state and national importance. Historian L. N. Bergmann
identifies him as being "the most prominent Negro in Iowa from Civil War days almost
to the close of the century."

This historic significance derives to a substantial degree from the pronounced role
he played on behalf of Black civil rights. Two activities stand out in particular. First,
he vigorously pressed for the enactment of a state Black suffrage amendment when in in
1868 he was the guiding spirit in the "Colored Convention" that was called in Des Moines
to promote their cause. Second, it was Alexander Clark who successfully led the fight
for the admission of Black children in all public schools in Iowa. In 1868, as a
consequence of appeals arising from Clark's suit brought against the Muscatine school
board for refusing to admit his twelve year old daughter to grammer school, the Supreme
Court of Iowa ruled that a pupil could not be excluded from any common school on account
of race, nationality, religion, or any other distinctions which would deny equality
of educational opportunity.

0f equal significance was Alexander Clark's political prominence. Stumping the state
of Iowa as well as most of the Southern states during the Reconstruction Era, his eloquent
and powerful oratory for Negro rights and the Republican party soon gained him a
reputation as “the colored orator of the West." He served as a delegate to the National
Colored Convention held in Washington, D. C. in 1869. This bedy .appointed him chairman
of the committee to lay before Congress the bounty and pension ciaims of colored soldiers
and seamen. Furthermore, the designated him to act as the spokesman of the committee that
called upon President Grant and Vice President Colfax to extend to them the congratulations
of the nation's Black citizens on their election. Along more strictly partisan lines,
Clark participated actively in the State conventions of the Republican party. He was
vice president of the Republican State Convention of 1869 as well as a delegate at large
to the national convention of 1872. In 1873 President U. S. Grant appointed him consul
to Aux Cayes, Haiti, a position he declined because of insufficient salary. He later
accepted President Harrison's appointment in 1890 to be Minister Resident and Consul
General to Liberia, and served there until his death the following year.

Clark's vigorous social leadership also left its imprint on Black communities across
the country. As a worker in benevolent organizations, Alexander Clark had few equals. He
held the position of Grand Master in the Masonic Order throughtout the 1870's over
the states of Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota, and Colorado. It was Clark who organized all
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the subordinate lodges in Tennessee, Arkansas and Mississippi and assisted in
organizing their Grand Lodges. During most of the 1880's Clark also edited and
owned the Chicago Conservator, a boldly written newspaper in support of Black
rights.

The principal residence of Alexander Clark throughout his productive life was
located on his property (Lot 1, Block 55) at West Third and Chestnut Streets

in Muscatine. Muscatine County Tax List and Deed records establish that he
owned and paid taxes on this lot from 1849 until his death. Prior to mid-1879,
Clark and his family lived in a frame dwelling situated on the southeast corner
of the 1ot facing West Third: a building that had existed there since 1839.

In June 1878 this home was devastated by fire suspected to have been ignited by
arsonists. Within less than a month, however, it was reported that the charred
remains were being torn down and that there would be "a handsome new house put
up on the site this fall." By December 1878, $4,000.00 had been put into con-
struction of the new double brick residence and minor repairs made to the older
residence on thie lot. In the meantime the Clarks lived at 309 Chestnut on the
far west corner of their lot. (Figures 6, 7) Evidently, Clark did not move
immediately from this spot into what became his new brick house, for two con-
temporary city directories (Owen's Gazetter and Directory of Muscatine County
[1879]; A. H. Holland, Directory and Business Record of the City of Muscatine
for 1883-1886) 1ist Clark's residence as being 309 Chestnut. It seems Tikely
that the family did eventually return to the southeast corner of the lot,
however, for the brick building (Figures 3-5) was far superior to the frame
structure in materials and appearance. This inference is supported by the signed
statements of Mr. Harold Fuller and Mrs. Mable Motier referred to in the attached
list of bibliographic sources.

Although the architectural significance of the frame structures which are included
in this application might be considered slim, that, of the later double brick
house is fairly strong. For the City of Muscatine and for the State of Iowa, this
building is a fine and well-preserved example of a vernacular treatment of the
Italianate style as it was interpreted by Tate nineteenth century builders and
designers. Italianate segmental arched windows project into the frieze; classical
but curved dentilation appears under the eaves; and scroll brackets drop from the
corners. The birck Clark house is also one of few double brick houses remaining
in Muscatine. With really two houses under one roof, the double nature of the
building is revealed by the two adjacent entryways at the front.

In addition to being the property of a prominent citizen the entire Clark property

is subtly bounded as a unit by its adjacent ornamental brick walkway. ATl three
Clark residences are on the fringes of what is fast becoming a modern and semi-modern
commercial, public facility area of Muscatine.
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Williams' Muscatine Directory, City Guide and Business Mirror Volume I
1859-1860. Muscatine: R. M. Burnett, 1859, page 37.

Root, 0. E., Root's Muscatine City Directory. Davenport: Luse & Griggs
Publishing House, 1866, page 34.

Holland's Muscatine City Directory for 1869-1870. Chicago: Western
Publishing Company, 1869, page 48.

VanPatten's Muscatine City Directory 1877-1878. Muscatine: Tribune Job
Office Printers, page 32.

Owen's Gazetter and Directory of Muscatine County, 1879. page 53

Holland, A. H., Directory and Business Record of the City of Muscatine
from 1883-1886. Ottumwa, Iowa: Branch Publication Office, page 55.

B. Official Muscatine Courthouse Records
Tax Lists for the City of Muscatine for the years 1854-1891.
Registered Deeds, Volume C, page 61; Volume J, page 107.

Mortgage Register Book, Volume 20, page 133.

C. Newspapers
Muscatine Daily Journal on the following dates:

July 1, 1878, page 4
July 22, 1878, page
December 31, 1878
August 12, 1890
August 25, 1890
October 3, 1890

May 31, 1940

Muscatine Evening Journal, September 18, 1893, page 3.

D. Recollections, Pamphlets, Scrapbooks

Signed statements by Mr. Harold Fuller and Mrs. Mable Motier testifying
that their father (Anthony Fuller) stated he carried bricks at age 10 or
12 (1877-1879) for the brick house on Chestnut and Third Street and that
he remembered Alexander Clark lived there. In Review Committee file for
County 70, Historic Preservation Division, State Historical Department
of Iowa, B-13 "acLean Hall, Iowa City, Iowa 52242.
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Photograph of Alexander Clark residence prior to June 30, 1878, with brief
history of same, in scrapbook prepared for P. M. Musser Library by C. L.
Graham, 1908-1910, entitled "Views of Early Muscatine, Pt. #1."

Rev. J. W. Laws, "Oration on the Life of Hon. Alexander Clark," with
introductory statement by T. S. Parvin. Pamphlet at Division of Historical
Society, State Historical Department of Iowa, 402 Iowa Avenue, Iowa City,
Iowa 52240.

IT SECONDARY SOURCES

Bergmann, Leola Nelson, "The Negro in Iowa," Iowa Journal of History and
Politics. 46 (January, 1948), 50-53, 82.

Simmons, Rev. William J., Men of Mark: Eminent Progressive and Rising, 1887;
reprint ed., New York: Arno Press, 1968, pages 1097-100.

Gallaher, Ruth A., "A Colored Convention," The Palimpsest 2:6 (June, 1921),
178-181.

The United States Biographical Dictionary and Portrait Gallery of Eminent
and Self-Made Men, Iowa Volume. American Biographical Publishing Company,
1878, pages 536-541.

The History of Muscatine County, Iowa. Chicago: Western Historical Company,
1879, pages 597-598.

Briggs, John E., "Iowa and the Diplomatic Service," Iowa Journal of History
and Politics, 19:3 (July, 1921), 321-365.

Comment by the editor, "The Inalienable Right of Education," Palimpsest 8:5
(May, 1927), 183.
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Alexander Clark House

Muscatine, Muscatine Co., Towa

Credit: Hans Muessig

Date: 1976

Negative at: Division of Historic
Preservation, Iowa City, Ia.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

March 18, 1975

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Please find enclosed herewith the completed and approved National
Register nomination forms for the Clark Property, Muscatine, Iowa.
We would appreciate it very much if you would have your staff
review this nomination for National Register status.
Thank you for your courtesies and cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely,

/" , R 7 g /
M;Wa/&_’ L) C/,{//L¢.[£/?,JQ,/’>L/

Adrian D. Anderson, Director
Historic Preservation Officer

ADA:pah v
Enclosures

cc: City of Muscatine
Mrs.Robert Veerhusen

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWACITY. IOWA 52242
TELEPHONE 319.353-.6949/319.353-4186



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

May 16, 1975

Dr. William J. Murtagh
National Register of Historic Places
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

This is to inform you that the Alexander Clark House (Brick) of
Muscatine, Iowa has been moved to a new site: 209 West Third Street,
Muscatine.

This move was necessitated by the City of Muscatine's plans for

the construction of a H. U. D. elderly housing project on the
original site of the house. The move, then, was the only means by
which the building could have been preserved following discussions
among the various federal agencies involved including the Department
of Housing and Urban Development and the Advisory Council.

In addition, great care was taken to assure that the new site for

this handsome structure would be compatible with it. Less than

one half block from the original site, the new location is residential
in use. The house now stands between two residences of similar scale
and material and even period of architectural style. In fact,

the new location is perhaps more suited to the building due to

its high elevation; the building will be used as a museum house and
vandalism will be less likely.

Please consider this an amendment to the National Register nomination
form for the Clark Property which was sent to your office earlier
this year. Although that nomination form refers to three structures,
only the brick structure will actually remain to be considered by

the National Register.

Sincerely,

Adrian D. Anderson
State Historic Preservation Officer

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL . IOWA CITY. iIOWA 52242
TELEPHONE 319.353.6949/319.353.4186
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Mr. Adrian Anderson

Director, State Historical Department
Division of Historic Preservatiom
B-13 Maclean Hall

lowa City, Iowa 52242

Dear HAdrian:

Quite by coincidence, the Alexander Clark property nomination was

on my desk for signature when your letter came. Because it has been
moved, it would have been automatically delisted umnder the present
policy if it had been registered. Since it has not yet been listed,
we are returaing it to you for the change of address, new or additiomal
photo coverage, mew coordinates on the form, and on the map, a para-
graph on the salieat peints about the necessity for the move, and

the appropriateness of the new locatiom.

Sorry to have to put you to the trouble of preparing a new form.
but we would be unable to make the necessary review without the
additional informatiom.

Sincerely yours.

Charles A. Herrington (Sed-)
Charles Herringtom
Mtiﬂs M‘r of the Nat

Register ional

Enclosure

beec: DG-Advisory Council

Director's Reading File
DI
PR
FNP: C Herrington:fdf 5-29-75 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR
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Juscatine, Iowa
Sept. 13, 1976

Senator Dick Clark
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

At the suggestion of the Hon. Fred Schwengel, President of the
United States Capitol Historical Society, I am writing to you

to request that you work with him and Sen. Culver To secure a
listing as a National Historic Site on the National Register Ior
the Alexander Clark House in Muscatine.

The story of Alexander Clark, a Black Leader of the 19th Cenwury,
wes Torgotten for nearly a hundred year, and discovered by a
small group of women just before it was slated for demolition Ior
= Low-Rent Housing Developement. At that time, it was recommended
0 the National Registee by Adrian Andersen, State Historic Fre-
servation Cfficer.

In liay, 1975, it was moved up the street To a new site, and then
another recommendation was submitted for listing on the Natlonal
Register in April, 1976. At this time we would appreciate your
assigtance in obtaining such a reconition for what , To my know-
ledge, is one of three existing houses of 19th Century Black Leaders
in the coun'tr‘y.

lir. Schwengel has more information on Alexander Clark, dbut here is
a short statement:

Clark was born a free man in Pennsylvania in 1826, and caue
to Iowa in 1842. When his daughter, Susan, was refused ad-
mittance to Public Schools, he started a series of law su

its
which resulted in the Iowa Supreme Court d cision, 1868, that
Towa schools be open to ak: children. In 1868 he led the fight
for the amendment for enfranchisement to the Iowa Constitution.
His son, Alexander, Jr., became the first black to graduste Lrom

the University of Iowa (L.L.B. 1879) and Clark received his L.L.B.
in 1884 at age 57. He became editor-owner of the Chicago Lonsc:

pOL-

valor where his writings on civil rights became part ol the
1itical literature of the day. In 1890 he was appointed llinistex
and Consul General to Liberia by Fresident Harrison. He died 1lu

C ST

Liveria at his post in 1S)1L. St -that Iime he wasg callzd ois .l
i Uoi: leading men of f[is race in tlhic couniry,
tiiat Lowa was honored to be the home of such an 0UG-LL 1Kl
Lecder, and hope that his house will be preserved as a monument To
cne achievements of a Black Leader of the 19th Cenftury and 25 an

ki

inspiration to the youth of the 20th Century.

/e will appreciate yours, Sen. Culver's and Mr., Schwengel's help in
ob aining National Registry listing for the Clark House.

Sincerely, Vi
s

A AR Jotenta

T B 2oy I v i
Ul « NODEXrT VeCTIlu

cc. fdon. Fred Schwengel

I
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E. TAL , GA.,
JAMES O. EASTLAND, MISS. CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR.
GEORGE MC GOVERMN 5. DAK.  GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT.
JAMES BJALLEN, ALA. MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK.

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN. ; ROBERT DOLE, KANS,
WALTER D. HUDDLESTON, KY. HENRY BELLMON, OKLA.

v LR, town - ESsE HELMS, M VWinifed Diafes Denafe

COTYS M. MOUSER, CHIEF CLERK
COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

September 19, 1976

Congressional Liaison Office
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Sir/Madam:

Attached for your consideration is a copy of a letter I
received from Mrs. Robert Veerhusen with respect to the efforts
of citizens of Muscatine, Iowa to have the Alexander Clark House
placed on the National Register of Historic Sites.

I am happy to indicate my interest in this effort, and to
ask that it be given every appropriate consideration.

-

Please direct your reply to my office in the Federal
" Building, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,
>
l,d A

Dick Clark

DC:cb
enclosure
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JOHN C. STENNIS, MISS., CHAIRMAN 2 ' >

v

.
STUARg SYMINGTON, MO. STROM THURMOND, S.C. S,

HENRY 4. JACKSON, WASH. JOHN TOWER, TEX. M o
HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV. BARRY GOLDWATER, ARIZ.

THOMAS J, MC INTYRE, N.H. WILLIAM L. SCOTT, VA.

HARRY F. BYRD, JR., VA. ROBERT TAFT, JR., OHIO

S e o DRWEL F. ARTLRTE, SREA. VWlinifed Hiafes Denafe

GARY HART, COLO.
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VT. COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

T. EDWARD BRASWELL, JR., CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, D.C 20510

September 28, 1976

William J. Murtaugh
Office of Archeology and
Historical Preservation
National Park Service
United States Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Murtaugh:

It has been brought to my attention that the
Alexander Clark Home in Muscatine, Iowa, has
been submitted to your office for inclusion

in the National Register of Historic Places.

I would like to request that you give every
appropriate consideration to this nomination.

I greatly appreciate your assistance in this

matter.
: ereéz,
e CLuﬁwct__
JOHN C..CULVER\
JCC:dpt

333 Federal Building
Davenport, Iowa 52801



STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR

HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

o

1 October 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Sir:

The enclosed nomination for the Alexander Clark House, Muscatine,
Muscatine County, Iowa, is submitted for your consideration for the
National Register of Historic Places. Procedures used by this office
to meet requirements pertaining to public notification and comment
have been approved by, and are on file in, your office,

This property was approved at the state level in April, 1976. Much
to our embarrassment, we discovered only today that the nomination
had not gone forward to your office, contrary to our own beliefs.
Therefore, we would appreciate any measures you may be able to

take to expedite consideration of the Clark House for the Register.
Thank you very much,

Sincerely,

Adr%n D. Anderso

State Historic Preservation Officer

enc

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL «. IOWA CITY. IOWA 52242
TELEPHONE 319.353-6949/3192.-353-4186
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE IOWA
0CT 14 1976

Date Entered

Name Location

Clark, Alexander, House Muscatine
Muscatine County

Also Notified

Hon. Dick Clark State Historic Preservation Officer
C. Culver Mr. Adrian Anderson
Hon. Edward Mezvinsky Director, State Historical Department
Regiomal Director, Midwest Division of Historic Preservation
Region B~13 MacLean Hall

Iowa City, Iowa 52242
! 880 MMott/row 10/22/76

INT: 2950~75



Honorable Dick Clark
United States Semstor
Federal Building

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401

Dear Semator Clark:
Thank you for your recent letter om behalf of Mrs. Robert Veerhusen

concerning the nomination of the Alaxandex Clack House in Muscetine,

Iowa, to the Natiomal Register of Historie Flaces.

The nomination for the Alexander Clark House was received by the
Register office, March 21, 1975. It was returned to the State
tional information and we have been advised that the forms are now
camplete and will be forwarded to the Natiomal Register without delay.
As soon as we receive the forms on the Alexeander Clark House, we will
expedite the review of the nomination and advise you immediately if
the property iz listed in the National Register.

We appreciate your imterest in historic preservation.

Sincerely yours,
Frnest Allen Conmally

!

or addi-

fssociate
Director

ce: Your Washington Office —

B5% Adrian Anderson Regional Dir., Midwest)
Director

State Historical Department

Division of Historic Preservation

B-13 McLean Hall

Iowa City, Iowa 52242) w/c of inc.

00l-Reading File/ 700/ 760/ 880) 160-Curry) 190) / 190-Dir. Chron.

I-)P{:Mlntz :aep:10/6/76
//ﬁnsm FILE RETAINED IN 880




1 3%-880 | ‘//,"M"” ’
BCT 18 1978 '

We are pleased to advise you that the Alexander Clark House was
entered in the National Register on October 1k, 1976. A leaflet
is enclosed which deseribes the National Register program.

¥e sppreciste your interest in historic preservatien.
Sincerely yours,
Eranest Allen Connally
e
Pirector
Enclosure

3

Your Washington Office

bee:

Mr. Adrian Anderson

Director

State Historical Department
Division of Historic Preservation
B-13 MacLean Hall

IOWA City, Towa 52242 ) ®#/c of inc.

Regional Director Midwest ) ”
001 - Reading File / 160-Curry ) / 190)/ 190-Di£. Chron.

700
760 / 880 \ ¢(fAsIC FILE RETATNED Iv *880)
FNP:M Lutz:1£:10-15-T76



TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HisTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: ,4% (o ,%,“/' /Y/MA&,ZWZ\ .

ToAFReM: ?&ué;.‘,/%//e?, DATE: f2.27. 7# /m
ADDRESS : , PHONE : 3/7/343-J¢ra/
STAFF MEMBER: g;;,,‘ )y Division: A/£ .

REPORT
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Wed. Dec. 20th at 3:10 I received a call from:
Bertine Motley 319/362-8521

She has an EMERGENCY

The Alexander Clark House in Muscatine, Iowa
is scheduled for demolition Jan. 7th or earlier.
House is Tisted on the Register she says, and
she and others want to pull out all stops to
save it.

Today, Thurs. D;c. 21, she is appearing on a
talk show at station WQAD in Rock Island, IA.
from 11:30 - 1:30. She suggested you try to
reach her there - use your discretion, but

do call, as she has talked to David Hales ofc.

about this also. Thanks.

Sally Mayer
<. 3 b f;:i7
| 2

Lrsthy Bk .



TELEPHONE REPORT

OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: ,

Alexander Clark House , Muscatine, Iowa
TO/FROM: M. Bowers DATE. 12,21, 78
ADDRESS : S W R PHONE :
STAFF MEMBER: 5 Frandsen DIVISION: Sl W
REPORT:

Marty said that Pat Eckhardt, grants manager, had the most infrmation
but she is out today.

Ms. Bertine Motley is the owner of the A. Clark House, (home of nationall
prominent Black activist during reconstruction period, and US Consul

to Liberia, etc).

The City of Muscatine has,since the structure was moved in'76 attempted
to be lenient with Ms. Motley about bringing the structure up to code.
Evidently the foundation was faulty and little work has been done on

it since. Iowa has continued to offer her a grant, holding the money
while she sought a match. She has not been able to find one as yet.

and Iowa has not been able to give her the money needed to bring the hou
house up to minimum code requirements of the City. It faces demolition
as an eyesore and public safety hazard as it is not even fenced off

and is serious need of stabilization. Ms. Motley does not seem to

have the experience to organize a drive for the matching money.

It has been suggested that she sell the structure to someone who can

come up with the necessary money, but she seems to hawve refused this

idea, despite the fact thqt xkhex there are some offers and interested
parties.

Her style is to contact everyone, so calling Hales was not unusual, it
appears.

Iowa has been very interested in preserving this house but is unable
to do so until Ms. Motley either sells or gets organized enough to get
the matching funds together.




DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION jt‘h’ o Rt
IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT ’

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER
January 23, 1979

Mr. John Frisbie

National Trust for Historic Preservation
740 Jackson Place, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Mr. Frisbie:

We talked on the pnone on Tuesday about the plight of the
Alexander Clark House in Muscatine, Iowa which is endangered. I
asked you if it would qualify for the Trust's funds for endangered
properties, and you asked me to supply you with more information
upon which to base a judgement. Below follows a brief description
of the situation and attached are historical research materials
and documentation for the building.

The Alexander Clark House is certainly endangered. The City of
Muscatine, after many requests to the owners to repair the building
and granting of many "one more chances) lost its patience and

voted to demolish the building on December 6, 1978. We intervened
and requested a postponement of this demolition until March 6, 1979
to give us time to find a buyer for the building with the desire
and ability to restore the building and satisfy the city housing
code. This was granted.

We now need a buyer, and a loan from you would certainly encourage
one and preclpitate the saving of the building. In addition to
needing a new owner, the building is in very unstable condition,
needing immediate attention to its structure. We have already
received approval for a stabilization grant from H.C.R.S. for
$8,000 for this work. Even with this funding, it will be hard to
find a buyer willing to take on such a project.

We need to know if you think this property gualifies for a Trust
grant and what your program has to offer in the way of terms,
interest rates and time frames. Please make a determination soon
as time is short to save the building.

I know that only you can determine national significance, but we
believe that Alexander Clark, active from early on in the Equal
Rights Movement and an Ambassador to Liberia has national significance.

Sincerely,

Ditrania, Ol df—

Patricia Eckhardt
Grants Coordinator

26 EAST MARKET STREET « IOWA CITY. IOWA 52240
TELEPHONE (319) 353.4186/353-6949
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ALEYXANDER CLARK PROPERTY

Alexander Clark (1826-91) was an Afro-American political
figure, orator, editor and Mason of broad state and national
importance. Historian L. N. Bergmann identifies him as being
"the most prominent Negro in Iowa from Civil War days almost
to the close of the century."

This historic significance derives to a substantial
degree from the pronounced role he played on behalf of the
Black civil rights. Two activities stand out ih particular.
First, he vigorously pressed for the enactment of a state
black suffrage amendment when in 1868 he was a guiding spirit
in the "Colored Convention" that was called in Des Moines to
promote their cause. Second, it was Alexander Clark who
successfully led the fight for the admission of black children
to all public'schools_in Iowa. 1In 1868, as a consequence of |
appeals arising from Clark's suit brought against the
Muscatine school board for refusing to admit his twelve-year-
old daughter to grammar school, the Supreme Court of Iowa
‘ruled that a pupil could not be excluded from any common
school on account of race, nationality, religioh, or any
 other distinctions which would deny equality of educational
opportunity.

Of equal significance was Alexander Clark's political
prominence. Stumping the state of Iowa as well as most of
the Southern states during the Reconstruction Era, his eloquent
and powerful oratory for Negro rights and the Republican party

soon gained him a reputation as "the colored orator of the




" X
West." He served as a delegate to the National Colored
Convention held in Washington, D. C. in 1869. This body
appointed him chairman of the committee to lay before Congress
the bounty and pension claims of colored soldiers and seamen.
Furthermore, they designated him to act as the spokesman
of a committee that called upon President Grant and Vice
President Colfax to extend to them the congratulations of
the nation's black citizens on their election. Along more
strictly partisan lines, Clark participated actively in the
State conventions of the Republican party. He was a vice
president of the Republican State Convention of 1869 as well
as a delegate at large to the national convention of 1872.
In 1873 President U. S. Grant appointed him consul to Aux
Cayes, Haiti, a position he declined because of the insufficient
salary. He later accepted President Harrison's appointment
in 1890 to be Minister Resident and Consul General to Liberia,
and served there until his death the following year.

Clark's vigorous social leadership also left its imprint
on black communities across the countrf. As a worker in
benevolent organizations, Alexander Clark had few equals. He
held the position of Grand Master in the Masonic Order
throughout the 1870's over the states of Missouri, Iowa,
Minnesota and Colorado. It was Clark who organized all the
subordinate lodges in Tennessee, Arkansas and Mississippi and
assisted in organizing their Grand Lodges. During most of

the 1880's ClarX also edited and owned the Chicago Conservator,

a boldly written newspaper in support of Black rights.
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The principal residence of Alexander Clark throughout
his productive life was located on his property (Lot 1, Block 55)
at West Third and Chestnut Streets in Muscatine. Muscatine
County Tax List and Deed records establish that he owned and
paid taxes on this lot from 1849 until his death. Prior to
mid-1879, Clark and his family lived in a = frame dwelling
situated on the southeast corner of the lot facing West Third:
a building that had existed there since 1839. In June, 1879
this home was devastated by fire suspected to have been
ignited by arsonists. Within less than a month, however, it
was reporéed that the charred remains were being torn down and
that there would be "a handsome new house put up on the site
this fall." 1In the meantime the Clarks lived at 309 Chestnut
on the far west corner of their lot. (Figures 6, 7) Evidently,
Clark did not move immediately from this spot into what
became his new brick house, for two contemporary city

directories (Owen's Gazetter and Directory of Muscatine

County (1879); A. H. Holland, Directory and Business Record

of the City of Muscatine for 1883-1886) list Clark's residence

as being 309 Chestnut. It seems likely that the family did
eventually return to the southeast corner of the lot, however,
for the brick building (Figures 3-5) was far superior to the
frame structure in materials and appearance. ‘This infefence‘
is supporfed by the signed statements of Mr. Harold Fuller
and Mrs. Mable Motier referred to in the attached list of
bibliographic sources.

The Alexander Clark Property consists of a sloping afea

of land (approximately 120' x 60') bound by an alley (west),

o



Chestnut Strect (south), West Third (east) and a parking lot
(north). Three structures, one brick (125-123 West Third,
Figure 3) and the others frame (307,302 Chestnut, Figure 5)
occupy the property in what is fast becoming a more heavily
commercial than residential area. Even within the boundaries
of the lot itself, parking lots intrude on an area where
outbuildings, such as stables, once stood. Still intact on
the east and west sides of the lot is a handsome sidewalk
composed of 6" sguare glazed brick with incised patterns

on each face (Figure 3). The landscaping for all three
buildings is simple: small areas of grass for the frame
structures; fir hedges, grass and one concrete and one stone
retaining wall for the brick. '

The brick double house (Figures 3-5) is a two and one-half

story gable-roofed rectangle, six bays wide with a front porch
and two flat-roofed rear ells. It rests on a gentle slope
béhind a short concrete retaining wall with its ridge parallel
to nearby West Third Street. Masonry and mill work distinguish
the building with modest Italianate and classical aetails:
pairs of small brackets and cornice returns at each corner;
dentillation (or abbreviated brackets) under the eaves at
each gable end; segmental and round arches of brick above

the 2/2 double hung sash windows. On the front, these arches
actually "protrude" into the cornice. Two bay windows appear
on the gfound floor of the north and south sides.

The stone window sills are simply dressed and painted

white. Today, one brick chimney rises from the composite



shinglé roof. The front porch (added sometime between
1905 and 1919) consists of a pent roof overhang, three heavy
square pilasters with capitals, a clapboard rail and a lower
range of lattice work. It is attached at the center of the
building and serves to shelter the two central doorways and
their flanking windows. Each doorway is topped with segmental
arghed transoms at the same height as the windows.

The two frame houses oOn the Clark property are two
story gable roofed rectangles joined at right angles by a
narrow frame addition and a full front concrete and wood porch
(Figures 6, 7). Each is essentially three bays wide although
an additional bay was created at some time by joining the two
buildings and installing an extra window. Both buildings
are covered by a thick asbestos shingle siding material.
The ridge of the far west structure (309 Chestnut) is parallel
to the street. -Its gable pitch is much lower than that of
what is assumed to be its younger neighbor (307 Chestnut)

to the east. Both houses have double hung sash windows and

the doorway of each is at the right of center. Concrete

steps to the side provide approaches to the doorways. At
the rear, each building has a one-story pent roofed addition.
That of 309 Chestnut was added sometime pefore 1883 and the
other by 1888. 309 Chestnut also shows a two story flat

roofed section between the pent roofed addition and the main

‘block. Maps show that this addition has existed since before

1883 also. Each building has one brick chimney near the
center of the composite single roof. An additional stack

appears in what must have been the summer kitchen of 307.




The foundation of each building is covered with cement. Aside
from the overall shape and siting, neither of these frame
buildings bears resemblance to its original clapboard wood
shingle roofed appearance.

At this point, no investigation of the interior of these
buildings has been made. While none of them is unique in Iowa
architecture, 307 Chestnut appears to be a very early example
of domestic architecture in Muscatine and the brick dwelling
at 123-125 West Third a well preserved and handsome example of

double house Italianate construction.
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FIGURE 1

BUTLDINGS AND

FIRE INSURANCE MAP INDICATING
‘STRUCTURES LOCATED ON ALEXANDER CLARK'S PROPERTY WITHIN
THE CITY OF MUSCATINE (BLOCK 55, LOT 1)-

1883 SANBORN
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