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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

^EXCELLENT ^DETERIORATED

—GOOD
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V
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—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This  nom ination  includes  two  structures,  connected  by an entrance  pavilion,  the  
Presbyterian  Church  and an acconpanying  Sunday school  building.

The church  is  a rectangular  structure  o£ red  brick,  early  G othic  Revival  in  style,  
which  exhibits  Tudor influence  in  its  details.  It  is  5 bays long  and 3 wide.  The 
shallow,  gable  roof  has a narrow  wood com ice  and is  covered  with  com position  shingle.  
The central  tower  of the  front,  which  houses  entry  below  and belfry  above,  is  divided  
into  3 stages,  the  two  upper  stages  joined  by the  com er buttresses,  and topped  by 
a crenellated  parapet.  Com er buttresses  (on  the  tower  as well  as the  basilica)  and  
wall  buttresses  are  m arked  by white  stone  weatherings.  There  are  pinnacles  at each  
com er of the  sanctuary.  W hite  stone  is  used  for  the  water  table,  and in  the  sills  
and rectangular  lintels  of the  sm all  windows  in  the  raised  basem ent.  The entrance  is  
reached  by a long  flight  of steps,  and the  door is  deeply  recessed  within  a wide,  four-  
centered  arch  with  a tracery-window  transom .

O n the  north  side  of the  church  is  a red  brick  "Sunday  School"  building,  which  is  
joined  to  the  sanctuary  by a hall  and wide,  gable-ended  entrance  pavilion,  so that  
the  whole  form s  a U-shaped  com plex.  The plan  and m assing  of the  Sunday School (1912)  
is  classical,  but its  G othic  details  repeat  those  of the  basilica  in  a rem arkably  
harm onious  fashion.  It  is  two  stories  high  on a raised  basem ent,  with  a hip  roof  
and 3-bay  gabled  pavilion  at the  front.  W indow treatm ent  here  is  largely  rectangular  
(square  at the  basem ent level),  with  m uch stained  glass,  except  for  the  three  second-  
floor  windows  of the  central  pavilion  which  have four-centered  arches.  There  is  
extensive  use of white  trim  around  windows,  and white  stone  for  the  water  table,  the  
gable  end of the  pavilion,  the  wide  com ice,  and the  labelled  stringcourse  which  sep ­
arates  the  two  stories  of the  central  pavilion.  There  are  two  brick  chim neys  on the  
extrem e  north  end of the  roof.

The entrance  pavilion  (between  church  and Sunday School  buildings)  helps  to  bring  
the  two  sections  together,  visually.  The stone  trim  and shape  of the  gable  end  
here  repeats  that  of the  pavilion  on the  Sunday School building,  while  the  wide  
Tudor-style  arch  entry  with  tracery  panel  echoes  that  of the  sanctuary  entrance.

The basem ent level  of the  church  proper,  and all  floors  of the  Sunday School  building,  
are  broken  up into  a variety  of offices,  classroom s,  etc.,  best  described  by 
reference  to  the  enclosed  floor  plans.  No alterations  have  been m ade in  these  
interior  room  arrangem ents,  nor to  the  exterior  of either  of the  stm ctures.
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STATEM ENT O F SIG NIFICANCE

The First  Presbyterian  Church  in  M uscatine  is  a sim ple,  well-proportioned  exanple  

o£ m id-19th  century  G othic  Revival  architecture.  It  is  particularly  noteworthy  

for  the  rem arkable  harm ony  of the  entire  conplex,  the  two  parts  of which  were  

built  nearly  50 years  apart.

The church,  built  in  the  latter  1850's,  was the  hom e of the  first  Iowa  Presbytery,  

organized  in  1840. The first  Iowa  Synod was created  here  in  1852, and m ay have  

encouraged  the  erection  of this  substantial  structure  as a proper  sym bol of 

these  early  organizational  efforts  in  Iowa.
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STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT OF IOWA 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON. DIRECTOR 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

Date:  1 February  1977

Dr. W illiam  J. Nftartagh,  Keeper  
National  Register  o£ Historic  Places  
National  Park  Service  
Departm ent  of the  Interior  
W ashington,  D.C. 20240

Subject : First  Presbyterian  Church

M uscatine , M uscatine  Co.,  Iowa

Dear Sir:

The property  listed  above  has received  approval  frcrni  Iowa's  National  
Register  Nom inations  Review  Coiranittee,  and is  now subm itted  to  your  
office  for  consideration  for  the  National  Register  of Historic  Places.  
Procedures  used  by this  office  to  m eet requirem ents  pertaining  to  pub­
lic  notification  and coiranent  have  been approved  by, and are  on file  

in,  your  office.

Sincerely  yours,

a./
ifian  D.Adfian  D. Anderson  

Historic  Preservation  O fficer

B.13 MAC LEAN HALL. IOWA CITY. IOWA S22<42

TELEPHONE 31®-3S3-e04.S/31©-3S3-A18O
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STATE

Date  Entered SEP 14 1977

Nfune Location

SnoNden Bousa W aterloo
Black  Hawk Cotm ty

First  Pre8b3rteriaa  Church Huacatine  

M uscatine  County

Also  Notified

Hon. Dick  Clark  

Bon* John  C* Culver  

Bon* Charles  E. G rassley  

Bon. Janes  A. S* Leach

Regional  Director*  M idwest
Region

i 860 M ott/ej  9-15-77

State  Historic  Preaervatlon  O fficer  

M r. Adrian  Anderson
D irector*  Iowa  State  Historical  Departm ent  

Division  of Historic  Preservation  

26 East M arket  Street  

Iowa  City,  Iowa 52240
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NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: First Presbyterian Church

OTHER KAf-ES: First United Presbyterian Church

l o c a t io n :
siREEn, NUMBER 401 lowa Avc. 

CITY, TOWN Muscatine 

STATE Iowa 19

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT Ist

VICINITY OF
COUNTY

Muscatine -

code

139

OWNER OF pr o pe r t y ; (Circle)
‘R IVATE STATE LO CAL G O V'T M UNICIPAL CO UNTY O THER

ADM INISTRATO R(underiine)  FEDERAL(AG ENCY NAM E):

NPS REG IO N: (C IRCLE) N.ATLANTIC M ID ATLANTIC SO UTHEAST M IDW EST 

SO UIW -ffiST  RO CKY M O UNTAIN VffiST  PACIFIC  KO RTm -TEST

f e a t u r e s : IHTia^IOR

_ S^stantislly intact-1
V<nk7

EjmF

l?'un)cnovm  - 4 
_ not applicable  - 7

EPIQ P
•̂ubstanti  ally  intact-2

__unknown .-5
_ not applicable - 8

ENVIRONS

— Substantially  intact-3  
unknown  -6  

..  Net appli  cable-9

CONDITION-

ACCESS-

historic district‘d

y Interior, exterior. cnvircn^iot intacc-0
/

-Ex c e l l e n t —DETERIORATED -»NALTEREO Or ig in a l  SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALEERED —MOVED
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED _ Reconstruc ted —Unknewn

_Unexcavate»i -Excavated

(^^-restricted
Yes-unrestricted No access Unknown

YES

W ITHIN NATIO N7VL REG ISTER HISTO RIC DISTPJCT? 
IF  YES, NAM E:

YES NO

W ITHIN NATIO NAL HISTO RIC LANDM ARK?

IF YES, NAME:

YES

ADAPTIVE u s e ; YES NO Saved ? YES

FUNCTION (S); (use '^tcabulary words)

then-

now-

s ig n if ic a n c e :

—a r c heo l o uypr c hist o r ic 
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
—A^CULTURE

W(r c h it ec t u r e

—ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

Claims

‘first’-’ vEs

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

NO

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE JHELIGION 
—LAW/Gov't/politicS —SCIENCE 
—LITERATURE 
—MILITARY 
—MUSIC 
—PHILOSOPHY 
—POLITICS/COVERNMENT

— entertainment
_health
__recreation

—sociAi/HUMANiTARiAN  Settlement

_socio/cultural
—TRANSPORTATION —Urban & commun

-OTHER (SPECIFY) planning

oldest’- YES NO 'only’-’ YES NO



AncmTECTUKAL s t y l e : fio-rwt. 

architec^m .bui Ide r:
engineer;

landscap^aardcn designer; artist/artisan:

interior decorator; hnii,? /
ouilder/contractor;

ETHNIC GROUP;

NAMES;

(label role 
&

appropriate date)

personal

events

institutional

dates ; date  o f  co nstruc tio n  (Specific  date  or 1/4  of century):  1 1̂  ^

DATE(S) O F "liAJO R"  ALTERATIO NS: 

HISTO RICALLY SIG NIFICANT  DATE(S):

s o u r c e ; .(OF NOMINATION) 

OTHER

a c r e a g e :

ERIVATEJ STATE 

FEDERAL AG ENCY:

LO CAL G O V'T M UNICIPAL CO UNTY

(to  nearest  tenth  of an acre)

CO AIiM ENTS; (include  architectural  inform ation  here)

"Wjro e-«vs-Ki Aj

S oAM^eUuJCuJt

SIGNIFICANCE»(maximum two sentences)


