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IOWA SITE INVENTORY MAY 2 9 1981

Division of Historic Preservation Site Number _70-011-007
lowa State Historical Department District Name

26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240 Map Reference # 70-011-007

Topo Map Muscatine 1:24,000

IDENTIFICATION
Site Name Muscatine County Courthouse

|.
2. Vullage/Town/Cify Muscatine Township County_ Muscatine
3. Street Addressrd Street between Walnutsgand Mulberry
or

4. Legal Location Urban: lubdwulon block parcel IUbDOI'COI

- Rural: township range section 1/4 section-1/4 section
5. UTM Location: zone_15 easting_ 663540 _ northing_4587520 . Acreag
6. Owner(s) Name Muscatine Coun <%:y Board of Supervisors
7. Owner(s) Address Muscatine Towa 52761

(Street address) (Ciry) (State) (Zip)

8. Use: present __Courthouse original Courthouse

DESCRIPTION
J.E. Mills, Detroit, Architect

9. Date of ConstrucflonJm_Arch:fect/BullderWemqmmm_
10. Building Type: [single family dwelling [Omultiple family dwelling [J commercial
Oindustrial [OJeducational [Jother institutional R public [Oreligious [Jagricultural
Il. Exterior Walls: [Oclapboard [Nstone [Obrick [board & batten [Jshingles [Ostucco
Rother
12. Structural System: [Jwood frame with interlocking joints
Owood frame with light members (balloon frame) [Omasonry load-bearing walls
Oiron frame [Osteel frame with curtain walls [Kreinforced concrete
O other
I3. Condition: [excellent Wgood [Jfair [Jdeteriorated
14. Integrity: Roriginal site [Jmoved-if so, when?
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable
features of building and site:
Rotunda area samewhat modernized - aluminum sash and doors.

I5. Related Outbuildings and Property: Obarn [Oother farm structures
Ocarriage house [Jgarage Oprivy Oother
I6. Is the building endangereds [no [yes-ifso, why?

I7. Surroundings of the building: [Jopen land [Jwoodland ([Jscattered outbuildings
Odensely built-up Kicommercial Oindustrial Kresidential [Jother.

I8. Map 119. Photo
Roll Frame View
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SIGNIFICANCE (Indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Architectural Significance
Bfa. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure [Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

A courthouse samewhat of the Beaux Arts style - note pairs of giant
colums and pediment above the main entrance. Two-stage bell and clock
tower feat-ures damed roof. Note oculi above third floor windows, sited
on large square near CED.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)— Politics/Government —
Oa. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
Ob. Contributing structure Oc. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county
government, and of the political power and prestige derived fram the
community's status as the county seat. As center of county government,
an Towa town was reasonably assured of econamic and population growth,
and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county
courthouse represents a significant public investment in a structure
puilt not simply for utilitarian purposes, but also as a monument as-
sociated with the historical importance of county organization and de-
velopment.

See Continuation Sheet

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication:
author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Towa. Chicago: Andreas
Atlas Co., 1875.

Pratt, LeRoy G. The Counties and Courthouses of Iowa. Mason City, Towa:
Klipto Printing and Office Supply Co., 1977.

Stanek, Edward and Jacqueline. Iowa's Magnificent County Courthouses.
Des Moines: Wallace-Hamestead Book Co., 1976.

Prepared by Date January, 1980
Address Telephone
Organization DHP
IFOR DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION USE ONLY
|. OFFICE INFORMATION SOURCES ON THIS PROPERTY
O COUNTY RESOURCE FILE O REVIEW AND COMPLIANCE PROJECT:
O WINDSHIELD SURVEY
O NATIONAL REGISTER 0O OTHER
O GRANTS-IN-AID: O OTHER
O DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY O OTHER
2. SUBJECT TRACES 3. PHOTO IMAGES
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IOWA SITE INVENTORY  Site Number

Division of Historic Preservation
lowa State Historical Department
26 E. Market St., lowa City, lowa 52240

CONTINUATION SHEET

Item Number(s)

MUSCATINE COUNTY

Bloomington was established as the seat of Muscatine County shortly
after the county was organized in 1837. The original courthouse was
built in 1840 from bricks that were nine inches long, five inches wide,
and two and one-half inches thick. Using plans and specifications
which cost $200, the edifice was set upon a stone foundation. Upon its
completion, the cost of the building totaled $15,000. It was placed upon
land that had been reserved for it in 1838. The county paid $1.25 per
acre for the site. Upon the adoption of a special charter by its citizens,
Bloomington was incorporated as the city of Muscatine on February
21, 1851.

The old courthouse was destroyed by fire on December 17, 1864. A
new courthouse was built in the summer and fall of 1867 for $29,000
after the ashes and rubble from the fire had been cleared away. The
handsome two-story brick building was surmounted with a well-
proportioned and neatly designed dome, the crest of which was
ornamented with a large and elegant statue of the goddess of justice.
The goddess held the scales of justice in her left hand until one day
when a high wind amputated her left arm. She stood in this manner
for several years until her condition deteriorated further and she was
removed from her pedestal.

The front of the 1867 structure had six grand pillars which had to
be removed in 1907 to make room to dig the foundation of the present
courthouse. This grand edifice sits high atop the square, which has
been reserved for Muscatine County courthouses for nearly 150 years.
Although no goddess adorns this ‘structure, a beautiful dome with a
public timepiece surmounts it.
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Multiple Resource Area
Thematie Group

Name County Courthouses in Iowa Thematic Resources

State IA

Nomination

2s. Hardin County Courthouse
fu.Harrison County Courthouse
<2 Henry County Courthousé
2¢- Howard County Courthouse
&% Ida County Courthouse

2% Iowa County Courthouse

3/4. Jackson County Courthouse
%2 Jasper County Courthouse
33. Jefferson County Courthouse
3%;Johnson County Courthouse
3¢ Keokuk County Courthouse
3%. Lee County Courthouse

32 Louisa County Courthouse
3¢ Lucas County Courthouse

3y, Lyon County Courthouse

#0 . Madison County Courthouse

#/. Mahaska County Courthouse

#2 Marion County Courthouse

#3 Marshall County Courthouse
#f Mitchell County Courthouse
¢~ Monona County Courthouse

<. Monroe County Courthouse

o1 Montgomery County Courthouse

#¢. Muscatine County Courthouse

Type of Review Decision
Entered In tHg 7{ /. / .
Ng%éonglfﬂe&ter )@(}u_‘J LA
re
- Nationa] Regigtes2debrtee’ ’%««J 22-#/
) Jvrp-T In%:

Aiatl_,““l Re istel ZM»‘“/ %) * P/
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1'_-41\) nal Registerww %‘A‘/ 74?!/
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Bubstantive Beview J/u/leasn A, [p s 7.2

fntered in the

- National Register Wﬁj«‘/ T4

Entered in the

- National Register ,;d,l,&-u_../ ﬁ;«_/ 7.2 .5/

Entered in the

- National BegistenM&LL-z &/

= Previously listed 3.27.75
Entered in the

= National Regiztor ’dl’l"‘u"/ é"‘“’ 7-2 &

- Previously listed 9.30.76

Subatantive Heviow /Jutraw S 7.2 31
Entered in the

- Na’tiunal Ref'i ter A‘—&-«——/ %7’2 .f

- Previously listed 10.1.79

Previously listed 8.13.76

Entered in tha

= National Begistﬂwémza-f/
Entered in the
National Begister_&/%&«/ 2.2-%/

Previously listed 11.21.72

Previously listed 8.29.77
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Entered in the
Tational Register /&C&*—u«/ 729,
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i 7 Significance Statement

DUE CJryles — 7/13/%

PR dnr-3 ©1000260
Name § ¢
State, Counity I 4 = Fed Nom or Request—Agency
Working Number 3726 £/ /)2 Federal Register Date 2. .7 J .2
_Lomination ﬁg(s) Within:
__Determination of Eligiblity __Site ___ Multiple Resource Area
__On Nomination Form __ Object i—Thematic Group
Structure
Maps _| __District
Photos -2
Entered in tha
Noprination prepared by: i\?jon: National RegisterCheck if Appropriate:
_“State Staff ~ACCEPT _7-2-5/  __ State Request for Review
__Local __RETURN __Keeper's Decision to Review
__ Other __REJECT ___2nd Return

I. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

T. Evaluation of Nomination

Good

Adequate

Poor Comments

1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format __ Yes __ No

Short Format __ Yes __ No

3. Concepts/Integrity

4, Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date See Attached

National Park Service U..S. Department of the Interior
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