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IDENTIFICATION

Map Reference70-011-007

Topo Map Muscatine 1; 24,000

I . Site Name Muscatine Comty Courthouse
2. Village/Town/City Muscatine Township.
3. Street Street befareen Walnut and Mulberry

Co.inty Muscatine

4. Legal Location
Urbqn;
RuroP

6. UTM Location: 

6. Owner(s) Name

•ubdivition 
tQwnsliip

15 enstinq
M uscatine  County  Board  of Supervisors
zone.

block

ronfl*

663540 .northing.

porcpl
ttcfion

4587520

tubporcol 
V4 »oetioii-l/4 •octioo

Acreogeles? than 1 agrt

T. Owner(s) Address. Muscatine Icwa 52761

8. Use: present

(Stroot oddroo)

Courthouse

(City)

original _

(Stoto)

Coiirthovise

(Zip)

DESCRIPTION

9.

10.

1909
J.E. Mills, Detroit, Architect 

Architect/BtjitderiT-W. MrAlpine, Dixnn^111 - r^ldr.

II.

Date of Construction
Building Type: Dsingle family dwelling Dmultiple family dwelling ncommercial 
□  industrial Geducational Gother institutional ^public Greligious Gagricultural 

Exterior Walls: Gclapboard 0stone Gbrick □  board * batten Gshingles Gstucco 

El other

12.

13.

14.

Structural System: Gwood frame with interlocking joints
□  wood frame with light members {balloon frame) Gmosonry load-bearing walls
□  iron frame Gsteel frame with curtain walls ^reinforced concrete

□  other.
Condition: Gexcellent Hgood Gfair □ deteriorated 

Integrity; EJoriginal site □  moved-if so, when?.
Notes on alterations, additions (with dates and architect, if known) and any other notable 

features of building and site:

Botvinda area sonev^at itodemized - aluminum sadi and doors.

15. Related Outbuildings and Property; Gbarn Gother farm structures 

□  carriage house □  garage Gprivy Gother.
16. Is the building endangered r |^no Gyes-if so, why?.

17. Surroundings of the building: Gopen land G woodland Gscottered outbuildings 
□  densely built-up E) commercial □  industrial Elresidential Gother______________

18. Map 19. Photo
Frame



SIGNIFICANCE (indicate sources of information for all statements)

20. Architectural Significance
S’a. Key structure/individually may qualify for the National Register 

□  b. Contributing structure □  c. Not eligible/intrusion

A (X»urthD\ise sotet^at of the Beaux Arts style - note pairs of giant 

cxDlimns and pediment above the main entrance. Two-stage bell and clock 

tower feat-\rres daned roof. Note oculi above third floor vdndcws, sited 

on large square near CBD.

21. Historical Significance Theme(s)----- Politics/Govemnient
□  a. Key .structure/individually may qualify for the National Register
□  b. Contributing structure Dc. Not eligible/intrusion

This courthouse is locally significant as the historical focus of county 

government, and of the political power and prestige derived fran the 

oamiunity's status as the county seat. As center of county government, 
an Iowa town was reasonably assured of econonic and population grcwth, 
and a prominent role in local social and political life. The county 

courthouse represents a significant pv±>lic investment in a structure 

bmlt not sinply for vrtdlitarian purposes, but also as a mcaiument as­
sociated with the historical importance of county organization and de­

velopment.

See Ccntinxaation Sheet

22. Sources (for primary and secondary sources, give complete facts of publication: 
author, title, place of publication, date, etc.):

Andreas, A.T. Illustrated Historical Atlas of Iowa. Chicago: Andreas

Atlas  C3o., 1875.
Pratt,  LeRDy G . The Counties  and Courthouses  of Iowa. M ason City,  Iowa:  

Kllpto  Printing  and O ffice  Sim ply  Go., 1977.

Prepared
Address

Stance,  Edward and Jacqueline.  Iowa's  M agnificent  County  Courthouses. _
Des M oines:  W allace-Hcm estead  Book Co., 1976.

by____________ DateJanuary,  1980

O rganization ------

, Telephone

FOR DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION USE ONLY 

I. OFFICE INFORMATION SOURCES ON THIS PROPERTY
□  COUNTY RESOURCE FILE
□  WINDSHIELD SURVEY
□  NATIONAL REGISTER
□  GRANTS-IN-AID:

□  REVIEW AND COMPLIANCE PROJECT:

2.

□  DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY 

SUBJECT TRACES

a. ----------------------—-----------------------
b. ____________________________
c. ---------------- ^-------------------------- ------

d. --------------- --------------------------------

e. ______________________________

□  OTHER _____
_ □ OTHER_____

□  OTHER_____
3, PHOTO IMAGES C
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■

V.

MUSCATINE COUNTY

Bloomington was established as the seat of Muscatine County shortly 

after the county was organized in 1837. The original courthouse was 
built in 1840 from bricks that were nine inches long, five inches wide, 
and two and one-half inches thick. Using plans and specifications 
which cost $200, the edifice was set upon a stone foundation. Upon its 
completion, the cost of the building totaled $15,000. It was placed upon 
land that had been reserved for it in 1838. The county paid $1.25 per 
acre for the site. Upon the adoption of a special charter by its citizens, 
Bloomington was incorporated as the city of Muscatine on February 

21. 1851.
The old courthouse was destroyed by fire on December 17, 1864. A 

new courthouse was built in the summer and fsJl of 1867 for $29,000 
after the ashes and rubble from the fire had been cleared away. The 
handsome two-story brick building was surmounted with a well- 
proportioned and neatly designed dome, the crest of which was 
ornamented with a large and elegant statue of the goddess of justice. 
The goddess held the scales of justice in her left hand until one day 

when a high wind amputated her left arm. She stood in this manner 
for several years imtil her condition deteriorated further and she was 

removed from her pedestal.
The front of the 1867 structure had six grand pillars which had to 

be removed in 1907 to make room to dig the foundation of the present 
courthouse. This grand edifice sits high atop the square, which has 
been reserved for Muscatine County courthouses for nearly 150 years. 
Although no goddess adorns this structiure, a beautiful dome with a 

public timepiece surmounts it.

146

MV*.*



r.

Name County Courthouses in
State lA

Multiple Resource Area 

Thematic Group

Iowa  Them atic  Resources

dnr-11

Nomination

Sa- Hardin  County  Courthouse  

Harrison  County  Courthouse  

Henry  County  Courthouse  

Howard County  Courthouse  

O t Ida  County  Courthouse  

jb  Iowa  County  Courthouse  

j/,  Jackson  County  Courthouse  

Jasper  County  Courthouse  

Jefferson  County  Courthouse  

Johnson  County  Courthouse  

3k":  Keokuk County  Courthouse  

ti. Lee County  Courthouse  

a?.,  Louisa  County  Courthouse  

3 .̂  _ Lucas  County  Courthouse  

a/.  Lyon County  Courthouse

, M adison  County  Courthouse  

M ahaska County  Courthouse  

YX, M arion  County  Courthouse  

M arshall  County  Courthouse  

M itchell  County  Courthouse  

M onona County  Courthouse  

^ M onroe County  Courthouse

M ontgom ery  County  Courthouse  

yif, M uscatine  County  Courthouse  ^

Type of Review Decision

- National
EntereiJ  “

- National Regia -̂̂ y ?.
Entered  In  the ^ ^

- National  Heglater

Previously  listed  3.15.74

T̂uPstantiva HevTew  /(. ,3.\

Entered  in  the
“ National Heglater 7. j

Entered  In  the
' -National Register 7.J .Sy

Entered  in  the  

' - National  BeglstPT.

Previously  listed  3.27.75
Entered  in  the y. ^ 

- National  Heglst-ir

Previously  listed  9.30.76

idiEatanllia Hevlaw U)j u l U^)^^^ . dAauJLA4Li

Entered  In  the  .
■ National  Begister  •>

- Previously  listed  10.1.79

Previously  listed  8.13.76

Entered  in  the  

National  Beglstar  

Entered  In  the  

National  Begistec

_ Previously  listed  11.21.72

Previously  listed  8.29.77

.̂uLcX'ed  in  tne
- Natl9nal  Begister

T ; (/^Eataatlia Hevlay

Entered  in  the  .
National  Register

Entered  in  the  
~ National  Begister.



5, Cotrflty x^ V>w.>Afc^HA.^ Fe
Name
State, _ ^,
Working Number S^.jji.i'/. / y

i^^N^mination

__Determination of Eligiblity
On Nomination Form

U

•j)oe- t/i/Xf/ - 7/n/t/

^.3 %I000Z«O

Fed Nom or Request—Agency 
Federal Register Date ^

Maps_/

Photos ^

NopjihatiOTi prepared by: 
J;^tate Staff

__Local
Other

j:;Bldg(s)
_Site
__Object
__Structure

District

Within:
__Multiple Resource Area
i^^^gHematic Group

Entered in th'er
A^on: National BeglsterCheck Appropriate:
_^^CCEPT 7-H S^/ __State Request for Review

__RETURN_____  __Keeper’s Decision to Review
REJECT 2nd Return

I. Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary)

n. Evaluation of Nomination

1. Descriptive Statement 
Short Format Yes

2. Significance Statement 
Short Format Yes

3. Concepts/Integrity

4. Concepts/Criteria

5. Concepts/Boundaries

6. Contextual Evaluation

Good 

Adequate 

Poor Comments

General Comments (cont. on back if necessary):

Reviewer/Date

National Park Service

See Attached__

U.S. Department of the Interior








