
/ fnoo / 7^
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries complete applicable sections)

IOW A

M USCATINE
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

[2-

COMMON:

Old Jail
an d/o r  HISTORIC;

Muscatine County Jail

-OCATION_____

STREET AND NUMBER:
IME

411 Fourth Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Muscatine

Iowa

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

First

Muscatine 139

h-

u

z>
0£.

«/»

z

UJ

UJ

ty>

1^
CATEGORY

(Check One)

OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

1 1 District [3 Building

[ 1 Site Q Structure

□  Object

[Xi Public

□  Private 

[ 1 Both

Public Acquisition:

I 1 In Process
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1 1 Preservation work 

in progress
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CONDITION
□  Excellent □  Good [X] Fair

(Check One)

I I Deteriorated r~l Ruins □  Unexposed

(Check One)

rX Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One)

□  Moved g] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The M uscatine  County  Jail  is  a brick  T-shaped  structure,  with  a 
two story  m ain portion  and one story  cell  block  wing  at the  rear.
Ĝ reek  Revival  in  style,  the  jail  has such  well  preserved  classical  
details  as brick  pilasters  at the  corners,  brick  dentilation  at the  
cornice,  an enfram ed  m ain entrance  and cornice  returns  at the  gable  
ends of the  roof.  Room s are  sym m etrically  arranged.  On the  west 
side  of the  m ain building  is  the  sheriff's  office  with  a side  
entrance  to  both  the  office  and the  cell  block.  On the  east  side  
are  two  additional  room s of equal size.  Living  quarters  are  on 
the  second  floor  where  two room s appear  on each side  of the  
central  hallway.  The rear  room  to  the  west has been converted  into  
a bathroom ,  closet  and a sm aller  room .
An L-shaped'̂̂ f̂8  addition  appears  on the  east  side  of the  building.  

This  structure  accom odates  the  heating  plant  for  the  nearby  court ­
house. The towering  chim ney  that  now appears  atop  the  cell  block  
was added at this  tim e  also.  The front  entrance  steps  of the  jail  
have been rem oved  and the  windows  have been replaced.  Aside  from  
these  changes,  the  O ld  Jail  rem ains  m uch as it  did  when first  
built  in  the  1850's  and is  in  good condition.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbian! CD 16th Century

I I 15th Century CD 17th Century

CD 18th Century 
KD 19th Century

CD 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEIS) (If Applicable and Known) 1856-1857

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal CD Education g] Politicai

□  Prehistoric □  Engineering □  Religion/Phi.

H Historic Q Industry losophy

□  Agriculture □  Invention □  Science

® Architecture Q Landscape □  Sculpture

CD Architecture Q Social/Human-

□  Commerce □  Literature itarian

□  Communications q  Military □  Theater

□  Conservation q Music □  Transportation

[ 1 Urban Planning 
□  Other (Specify)

Built in 185^1857 the Muscatine County Jail is the ont^T remaining 

example of^eek Revival goverpment architecture in Muscatine. It 
was built by the contractors'^‘nes and Milford to replace a two 

story wooden structure built in 1838-1839 on the nearby courthouse 
square. Structurally sound and altered little, the jail building 
is now being used to store county equipment. Much interest has 
been expressed in its preservation due to its age and its stylistic 

significance.



fT 'MAJQR glBLIOGRAPHjCAL REFERENCES [

News stories and articles on file in the Musser Public 

Library

County records in the Courthouse

Blake, Harold, "Group Seeks Preservation of the County Jail." 

Story on file in Musser Public Library.
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NATih ma , 1^1
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James B. Tracy
mm

ORGANIZATION ^rs. C. Maxwcll Stanley, member of the Board 
of Advisors, National Trust for Historic Preservation

DATE

January 13, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:

108 Laurel Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Muscatine Iowa
n. STATE UAtSOH o f f ic er  CERTiFtCATION | NATIONAL REOtSTER VERiFICATION ^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:
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Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

Director, Office ot Archeology and Historic Preservation
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STATEM ENT OF CERTIFICATION

This  is  to  certify  that  the  nom ination  of the  O ld  Jail  (M uscatine  

County  Jail)  of M uscatine  County,  Iowa  to  the  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  has been approved  by a m ajority  of the  State  Review  
Conm ittee  for  Historic  Sites.  W e recom m end transm ittal  of the  nom ination  
form s  to  the  Keeper of the  National  Register  of Historic  Places.

tlober̂l.  Alexander Date

Dr. M arshall  M cKusick D ê

Dr. Robert R. Dyks#a Date

MJt
Mr. Wesley^. Shank

' /V3
Date

Dr.'  David  G radwohl Date

M r. Gerr̂  Schnepf

fr.  Jack  M usgrovd-

Dr. Peter  T. Harstad

rian  D. Anderson



COMMISSIONERS 

LES LICKLIDER, CHAIRMAN—CHEROKEE 
THOMAS A. BATES—BELLEVUE 
JIM D. BIXLER—COUNCIL BLUFFS 
JOHN G. LINK—BURLINGTON 
JOHN C. THOMPSON—FOREST CITY 
HERBERT T. REED—WINTERSET 
CAROLYN T. LOMBARD-DES MOINES

MOWA
FRED A. PRIEWERT, Director 

300 Fourth Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

515/281-5145

An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency

February  12, 1974

Dr. W illiam  J. M urtagh  

Keeper
National  Register  of Historic  Places  

National  Park  Service  

W ashington,  D. C. 20240

Re: Nom ination  Form s for  the  National  Register  of Historic  Places:
O ld  Jail,  M uscatine  County,  M uscatine,  Iowa  

Trinity  M uscatine,  M uscatine  County,  M uscatine,  Iowa

Dear Dr. M urtagh:

Please  find  enclosed  herewith  the  com pleted  National  Register  of 
Historic  Places  nom ination  form s  for  the  O ld  Jail  and Trinity  M uscatine  

both  located  in  M uscatine  County,  M uscatine,  Iowa,

W e would  appreciate  it  very  m uch if  you ’would  have  your  staff  review  

these  form s  for  National  Register  status.

Thank you for  your  courtesies  and cooperation  in  this  m atter.

Sincerely,
0

T

Patricia  A. Shay 

Secretary
State  Historic  Preservation  Program  

B-13  M aclean  Hall  

Iowa  City,  Iowa 52242
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Also  Notified

Hon. Harold E. Hi^aa 

Hon. lieluurd C. Cijalt
Hm . Unwed MawriMlqr
Kagional Director, Mldveat Region

MM ott/row 7/24/74

State  Bletovie  Preeereatton  O Tfieev
M r. Adrian  Aadenon
Planner
State Cmaearratien CoMdeaion 

1-13 MaaLeaa HaU 

Iowa Citjr, Iowa 52242


