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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

e
A combination Italian villa and Greek Revival style this Octagon
House is a two story brick building with bracketed eaves, corner
pilasters and porch columns. Interesting details are the two-
story south bay window area, the eight-sided brick cupola and
cast-iron star clamps. The house stands as it did in the
mid-nineteenth century--alone, on a knoll and at the end of a
tree-Tined drive.

A11 openings are synfmetrically placed except on the west side.
The main entrance is on the southeast side. The double-hung
windows have wood sills. Those on the east side were once
floor level and those on the main facades have flanking
louvered shutters. Eight Doric-1ike columns support the

entablature and dentiled cornice of the porch.

Each corner

of the building is accentuated by a 16" cap-like pilaster,

338

a form which is repeated in the cupola.

A 19" wide sandstone random ashlar foundation supports the
upper brick walls which range in thickness from 13" to 9".
Each of the eight sides is 18 feet long. Ceilings are 12'
8" and, on the second floor, 9' 4". There are eight
rectangular, four small triangular rooms and a viewing room
in the cupola which is reached by a graceful eliptical
stairway. A1l eight fireplaces are sealed off but the
original mantels remain. Transoms appear above each door-
way and the original native walnut woodwork has survived
though covered in many layers of paint.

An underground tunnel with access through the basement
extends ,quite a distance from the building.
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A 1912 frame kitchen addition appears at the rear. The

dark green.
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house itself has been painted a 1light green, the shutters
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sinnett Octagon House or "Octagon Place" is a particularly
graceful and well preserved representative of a particular planning
style promoted in the 19th century.

/éamuel de Sinnette, decendant of a French aristocratic family of
Huguenots who fled to Ireland when the "Edict of Nantes" was
revoked by Louis XIV, came to Iowa and bought a 320 acre tract
in 1840 and started to build the Octagon House, which heVdesigned,
in 1%55.

The Sinnettes lived graciously and did much entertaining of visitors
and friends in their home. Samuel was a friend and co-worker of Dr.
James Wee, early Iowa horticulturalist and fruit grower, who lived
on an adjoining farm to the south and east.

Because of the relatively new octagon houses built in the United
States, local sentiment is that "Octagon Place" should be preserved.
Dr. Chas. Sleichter, present owner, is greatly interested in
preserving the house and grounds around it to whatever extent that
seems necessary.

The threat to the destruction of the house is the proposed by-pass
of U. S. Highway 61 around the City of Muscatine.

The Iowa Highway Commission has not yet made a survey for the
location of the by-pass, but local interests will have to be
vigilant when the planning stage arrives.

As of January 1974 the site will be incorporated into the City of
Muscatine due to a passed referendum of annexation November 1972.
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1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)
Octagon Place - of Samuel |t
Octagon House de Sinnette 18
2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
a Muscatine | Muscatine
STREET AND NUMBER
R. R. #2
3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
Colonial Studios
Colonial Studios February 3, 1973 315 West Third Street
4. IDENTIFICATION Muscatine, 1owa
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. { JA}. /
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This is to certify that the nomination of the Octagon House,
Muscatine County, Iowa to the National Register of Historic Places
has been approved by a majority of the State Review Committee for
Historic Sites. We recommend transmittal of the nomination forms
to the Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places.

4%:/& l{ 4’45&“&
r. Robert L. Alexander Date )
Gkl BTt s 1

Dr. Marshall McKusick Date

Ihrdunt P00 ylatia. 10.2).73

Dr. Robert R. Dykstra Date

7 . xéé/‘m 2 Q. 1977

r. WesTey’ I. Shank Date
X;k115a1>é:£4éL*§£L0 A4VG 23
Dr. David Gradwohl Date
£ - ‘737
Mr’. Gefrry Schnepf// Date
Peed 73
<jr Jack Musqrove d Date
O 7 Handst  8/28/72
Dr. Peter T. Harstad ! Date
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. Adrian D./Anderson 7 /Date




r 5 S
£ g
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LES LICKLIDER, CHAIRMAN—CHEROKEE
THOMAS A. BATES—BELLEVUE

JIM D, BIXLER—COUNCIL BLUFFS
JOHN G. LINK—BURLINGTON

JOHN C. THOMPSON—FOREST CITY
HERBERT T. REED—WINTERSET
CAROLYN T. LUMBARD—DES MOINES

FRED A. PRIEWERT, Director
300 Fourth Street, Des Moines, lowa 50319
515/281-5145

An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency

January 22, 1974

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please find enclosed herewith the completed National Register
nomination forms for the Naylor House, Polk County, the Octagon
House, Muscatine County, the Jonathan Clark Conger House,
Washington County, and the Melan Bridge, Lyon County, Iowa.

We would appreciate it very much if you would have your staff
review these forms for National Register status.

Thank you for your courtesies and cooperation in this matter.

ilszre1y,

Patricia A. Shay

Secretary

State Historic Preservation Program

B-13 MacLean Hall
Iowa City, Iowa 52242
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Date Entered

Name Location

Qetagon-Hous@ o Simnett Octagon House Muscatine vicinity
Muscatine County

Also Notified

Hon. Harold E. State Historic Preservation Officer
Hom. Richard C. Mr. Adrian Anderson
Hon. Edward Mezvinsky Planner

Regional Director, Midwest Region State Conservation Commission
B-13 MacLean Hall

I_/PIi MMott/row 7/23/74 Iowa Ctty. Iowa 52242



