


17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
□  Excellent C3 Good □  Fair

(Check One)

I I Deteriorated I I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)

Qr Altered □  Unaltered

(Check One)

n Moved [5 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A com bination  Italian  villa  and G reek Revival  style  this  O ctagon  

House is  a two  story  brick  building  with  bracketed  eaves,  corner  

pilasters  and porch  colum ns.  Interesting  details  are  the  two-  

story  south  bay window  area,  the  eight-sided  brick  cupola  and  

cast-iron  star  clam ps. The house  stands  as it  did  in  the  

m id-nineteenth  century —alone,  on a knoll  and at the  end of a 

tree-lined  drive.

All  openings  are  sytifnetrically  placed  except  on the  west side.  

The m ain entrance  is  on the  southeast  side.  The double-hung  

windows  have  wood sills.  Those on the  east  side  were once  

floor  level  and those  on the  m ain facades  have flanking  

louvered  shutters.  Eight  Doric-like  colum ns  support  the  

entablature  and dentiled  cornice  of the  porch.  Each corner  

of the  building  is  accentuated  by a 16" cap-like  pilaster,  

a form  which  is  repeated  in  the  cupola.

A 19" wide  sandstone  random  ashlar  foundation  supports  the  

upper  brick  walls  which  range  in  thickness  from  13" to  9".
Each of the  eight  sides  is  18 feet  long.  Ceilings  are  12'
8" and, on the  second  floor,  9' 4". There  are  eight  

rectangular,  four  sm all  triangular  room s and a view ing  room  

in  the  cupola  which  is  reached  by a graceful  eliptical  

stairway.  All  eight  fireplaces  are  sealed  off  but the  

original  m antels  rem ain.  Transom s  appear  above  each door ­
way and the  original  native  walnut  woodwork  has survived  

though  covered  in  m any layers  of paint.

An underground  tunnel  with  access  through  the  basem ent  
extenĉ quite  a distance  from  the  building.

A 1912 fram e  kitchen  addition  appears  at the  rear.  The 

house  itself  has been painted  a light  green,  the  shutters  

dark  green.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD CC^*eclf One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Pre-Columbian 1 □  16th Century
I 1 15th Century □  17th Century

1 I 18th Century 
19th Century

I 1 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H AppUcabte ar\d Known) 1855

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Abor iginal

( I Prehistoric 
nSQ Historic 

I 1 Agriculture 
ArcKitecture 

□  Art 
r~l Commerce 
I 1 Communications 
I I Conservotion

(Check One or More as Appropriate)

□  Education □  Political
□  Engineering p Religion/Phi.
Q Jndustry . . losophy

□  Invention p Science
, Landscape p Sculpture

Architecture p Soda l/Human-
□  Literature

I I Military p Theater
I I Music p Transportation

I 1 Urban Planning 
P Other (Specify)

The Sinnett  O ctagon  House or "O ctagon  Place"  is  a particularly  
graceful  and well  preserved  representative  of a particular  planning  

style  prom oted  in  the  19th  century.
/c

Sam uel de Sinnette,  decendant  of a French  aristocratic  fam ily  of 
Huguenots  who fled  to  Ireland  when the  "Edict  of Nantes"  was 
revoked  by Louis  XIV, cam e to  Iowa  and bought  a 320 acre  âct  
in  1840 and started  to  build  the  O ctagon  House, which  heîesigned,  

in  18 5̂.

The Sinnettes  lived  graciously  and did  m uch entertaining  of visitors  
and friends  in  their  hom e. Sam uel was a friend  and co-worker  of Dr.  
Jam es W ee, early  Iowa  horticulturalist  and fruit  grower,  who lived  

on an adjoining  farm  to  the  south  and east.

Because  of the  relatively  new octagon  houses  built  in  the  United  
States,  local  sentim ent  is  that  "O ctagon  Place"  should  be preserved.  

Dr. Chas. Sleichter,  present  owner,  is  greatly  interested  in  
preserving  the  house  and grounds  around  it  to  whatever  extent  that  

seem s necessary.

The threat  to  the  destruction  of the  house  is  the  proposed  by-pass  
of U. S. Highway  61 around  the  City  of M uscatine.
The Iowa  Highway  Com m ission  has not yet  m ade a survey  for  the  
location  of the  by-pass,  but local  interests  will  have to  be 

vigilant  when the  planning  stage  arrives.

As of January  1974 the  site  will  be incorporated  into  the  City  of 
M uscatine  due to  a passed  referendum  of annexation  Novem ber 1972.
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This  is  to  certify  that  the  nom ination  of the  O ctagon  House,  

M uscatine  County,  Iowa  to  the  National  Register  of Historic  Places  

has been approved  by a m ajority  of the  State  Review  Com m ittee  for  

Historic  Sites.  W e recom m end transm ittal  of the  nom ination  form s  

to  the  Keeper of the  National  Register  of Historic  Places.

LtAf\/t 0r Aki

Dr. Robert  L. Alexander Date

me
?

nDr. Marshal I McKusick Date

Dr. Robert R. DykstrV Date

ir. David Gradwohl Date

Mr. Wesle/I. Shank Date

Mr7 Gerry SchnepfX/
/•a/'/
Date"ry Schnepf/'^

M|". Jack Musgrove 0 Date

g/a£/7j
Dr. Peter T. Harstad ^ Date

Mr. Adrian D^.•'Anderson /Date



COMMISSIONERS 

LES LICKLIDER, CHAIRMAN-CHEROKEE 
THOMAS A. BATES-BELLEVUE 
JIM D. BIXLER--1:0UNCIL BLUFFS 
JOHN G. LINK-BURLINGTON 
JOHN C. THOMPSON-FOREST CITY 
HERBERT T. REED-WINTERSET 
CAROLYN T. LUMBARD-DES MOINES 

January 22, 1974 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

) 2.. 

cf Cf{ FRED A. PRIEWERT. rnreota< 

300 Fourth Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

515/281-5145 

An EQUAL OPPORTUNITY Agency 

Please find enclosed herewith the completed National Register 
nomination forms for the Naylor House, Polk County, the Octagon 
House, Muscatine County, the Jonathan Clark Conger House, 
Washington County, and the Melan Bridge, Lyon County, Iowa. 

We would appreciate it very much if you would have your staff 
review these forms for National Register status. 

Thank you for your courtesies and cooperation in this matter. 

Patricia A. Shay 
Secretary 
State Historic Preservation Program 
B-13 Maclean Hall 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242 
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’SiimcCt Oet«tm Haw— M—tl — wiaiaity  
M—ti — Co—ty

Hon. Harold  E.
a— . lid —rd

Also  Notified
Stata  Biatorie  Fr—arvatioa  O ffiaar  
Ifr.  M ri— Andara —

----  ------------------- , PI—nor
Ragioaal  Dlractor,  M idwest  Region State  C—aervatl — Caoadsal—

B-13  HacLa— Hall
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