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\7. 06SCR1PTION ~ _______________________

CONDITION
fj^ Excellent CD Good Q Fair

(Check One)

I I Deteriorated I I Ruins CD Unexposed

(Check One)

Altered CD Unaltered

(Check One)

CD Moved Kl Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in  M uscatine  is  a Gothic  Revival  building
of colorful  sandstone  laid  in  random  ashlar  fashion  with  raised  
m ortar  joints.  Its  plan  is  a cruciform  with  a prom inent  east  gable  
end with  bell  tower  or bell  cot (now  without  its  bell).  The gable  

roof  is  slate.  The building  is  sm all  in  scale  as are  all  openings  
ranging  in  shape  from  lancet  to  round  to  m iter  arches.  The bevelled  
treatm ent  of the  sm all  buttressess  placed  between  each of the  side  
openings  is  repeated  on the  bell-tower.  The bell  tower  itself  is  
a conglom erate  of openings  taking  various  shapes —first  the  tall,  
narrow  lancet  window  with  dressed  stone  cap stone,  stained  glass  and  
tracery,  then  a slightly  m ore squat,  blind  m iter  arch  with  a diam ond-  
quatrefoil  ornam ent  at its  center,  and finally  sm aller  round  arch  
with  cap stones,  a gable  "roof"  and a m etal cross  crowning  the  whole.  
M iter  arch  openings  also  appear  in  the  doorway  and windows  of the  
transept.  The sym m etry  of the  building''s  plan  is  interrupted  only  
by a sm all  stone  entryway  projection  on the  north  side  of the  m ain  
block.  Its  gable  roof  is  m arked  at the  gable  end by a sm all  stone  

cross.

The m ain block  of the  church  building  enjoys  a pleasant  but m odest 
setting  of green  space  in  an urban  area.

Interior  furnishings  are  oak installed  in  1887 and including  an altar,  
pulpit,  lectern,  choir  stalls  and pews, 1855 additions  to  the  plan  
of the  church  include  the  present  chancel  and transepts.  Som etim e  
after  1887, under the  rectorship  of Reverend  E. C. Paget,  oak furniture  
was installed  (altar,  pulpit,  lectern,  choir  stalls  and pews) as 

were the  stained  glass  windows  in  the  transepts  and the  Ascencion  
window  in  the  end of the  nave (1896).  In  1894, also  under the  direction  
of Paget,  elaborate  interior  ornam entation,  all  of Late  Gothic  Revival  
influence,  was applied.  By 1950 only  the  verses  from  the  "Benedicite,"
on the  frieze  below  the  cornice  rem ain.
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□  Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance  of this  stone ĉhurch  lies  prim arily  in  its  
architecture.  Designed  by Frank  W ill,  a New York  a îtect.  Trinity  

îscopal  Church  was constructed  during  the  periods 851-1855.  The 
'G othic  Revival  building  replaced  a sm aller  two  story  fram e  building  

that  had existed  since  1841.

The site  also  possesses  considerable  historical  significance.  Trinity  
parish  is  reputedly  thd l̂dest  parish  in  the  Episcopal  diocese  of 
Iowa. This  episcopal  organization  was founded  in  1839 by the  
M athew  M atthews  fam ily  in  what was then  called  Bloom ington  (now  
M uscatine).  M oreover,  tradition  holds  that  when Iowa  Episcopal  

priests  gathered  at M uscatine  in  1853 to  organize  the  Episcopal  
Diocese  of the  Iowa  Territory,  it  took  place  at the  new Trinity  
Church.

Prior  to  building  the  stone  church,  the  congregation  used  a wood 
fram e  church  edifice; ' It  had been erected  in  1841 in  association  

with  the  M asonic  fraternity,  which  used the  upper floor  at the  
rear  of the  lot  where  the  present  stone  structure  now stands.
The present''̂̂ thic  structure  was built  in  f^2. To accom plish  this  

task,  the  m inister  travelled  east  in  1851 in  an effort  to  obtain  
additional  funds.  At that  tim e  he m ade contact  with  a noted  church  
architect,  Frank  W ill,  of New York  City.  It  was M r. W ill  who 
designed  the  present  nave of Trinity's  sto»e'profile.  An addition  
to  Trinity  was later  m ade in  the  Fall  ofn 8̂55  follow ing  an influx  

of converts  at the  close  of a great  revival  m eeting  earlier  in  the  
spring.  The added elem ents  included  the  present  transepts  and chancel.  

W ith  this  enlargem ent  the  church  assum ed its  present  external  form .

Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  though  som ewhat crowded  by nearby  parish  
and com m ercial  structures  in  down town  M uscatine,  offers  by its  
irregular  profile  warm texture,  a delightful  and welcom e  relief  of 
a picturesque  nature  in  what is  otherw ise  a utilitarian  environm ent.
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PLEASE RETURN THIS EORM WlffiN THEi«OPERTY^ IS RESIJBMITTED. 

NAME OF PROPERTY . U 't
DATE; • /

'/

The attached  National  Register  Inventory-Nom ination  form  is  being  returned  to  your  

office  for  clarification  of the  inform ation  indicated  below.

1. Nam e.

2. Location.

3. Classification.

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location  of Legal  Description.

6. Representation  in  Existing  Surveys.  _________________ ;____________

X 7. Description. ^

X^ 8. Statem ent of Significance. l/uf Ql ^(Sj L ^

9. Bibliography.

X 10. Geographical  Data.
a. Longitude  and Latitude  .Coordinates.  Longitude  (or  Latitude)  appears  

t-n  be off  by about / f • Please  checl:.̂

b. Acreage.

_11. Form Prepared By. 

12. Certification. __

Photographic  Coverage.

M ap Coverage.

O ther .

C larification  or correction  of the  above  item s  m ust be m ade prior  to  the  initiation  

of our professional  review.  Corr*ection  of these  technical  errors  does not  
necessarily  insure  that  the  nom ination  will  then  satisfy  the  National  Register  

criteria  in  full.

Thank you for  your  attention  to  the  above  item s  checked
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STATEM ENT OF CERTIFICATION

This  is  to  certify  that  the  nom ination  of the  Trinity  M uscatine  
of M uscatine  County,  Iowa  to  the  National  Register  of Historic  Places  
has been approved  by a m ajority  of the  State  Review  Comm ittee  for  
Historic  Places.  W e recom m end transm ittal  of the  nom ination  form s  to  
the  Keeper of the  National  Register  of Historic  Places.

. Robert  L.Alexande Date

^ 7-4-

Dr. M arshall  M cKusick Date

3r.  Robert  P. Dyks(̂a  Date

/^dcL»./9^3

M r. W esley  1: Shank " "Date

M r.'̂e/ry Schnepf //

. Jack  M usgrove  '

D r.'  Peter  T. Harstad

[r.  Adrian  D. Anderson
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M r. Adrian  Anderson,  Planner  
State  Conservation  Comm ission  
B-13  M acLean Building  
Iowa  City,  Iowa 52242
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